Lesson 35 - Jesus Begins His Ministry
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. John the Baptist fervently preached the word of God and prepared people to believe in Christ the Redeemer. Some people changed their way of thinking about themselves and their sins. They knew that they needed a Savior, Who would save them from the punishment for sin. They waited for the Messiah, Who would start His ministry. Other people, like the Pharisees, depended on themselves, and thought that they were good enough for God. There are still people today who say they are religious, and they go to church, but they are hoping that their good works will save them from everlasting punishment. These people do not really believe God when He says that no good works can make us acceptable to Him. (Gal. 2:16, Rom. 3:20, Is. 64:6)
2. King Herod, who lived a very wicked life, did not like many of the things John preached. John told him that he needed to repent of his sin. Herod put John in prison and then killed him. Before John died, he finished his work of preparing the way for Jesus. Now it was time for Jesus to start teaching the people. He was about 30 years old. (Mk. 1:14-15, Mk. 6:17-28)
3. Jesus taught people to repent. Remember, repentance means to change your attitude about yourself, God, and your sin. It means to agree with God that you are a sinner, and turn away from sin to God. Jesus taught people to believe the Gospel (good news) of Salvation that He came to bring to us. If we don’t believe God, He cannot accept us. (Heb 11:6)
4. God will only accept people who believe Him. Abel believed God, and brought the right sacrifice. Noah believed God, and built the ark. Abraham believed God, and left his country to find another one. Moses and the Israelites believed God, and put blood on the doorposts on the Passover night. Joshua and Caleb believed God, and went into the Promised Land after all their unbelieving generation died in the wilderness. God accepted all these people because of their faith.
5. Jesus taught that the kingdom of God was coming soon. Satan had been in control of this world ever since Adam sinned in the Garden of Eden. Every descendant of Adam is born under Satan’s power. God was loving, kind, and merciful, so He sent Jesus to defeat Satan and rescue us from the power of Satan. We are born into the kingdom of Satan, but Jesus made it possible for us to be in the kingdom of God. Jesus told us that the only way to be free from Satan’s power is to repent and believe the Gospel.
6. Jesus called some people to follow Him and help Him with His work. He taught them, and sent them to tell others about the kingdom of God. He said He would make them “fishers of men”, who would bring people to God by telling them the Gospel. (Mk. 1:16-20)
7. Jesus sometimes taught in the synagogues, where the Jews met to read and study the Bible. The people were amazed how He taught with so much confidence and authority. He did not teach like the scribes did. They taught the Bible, but most of them did not believe it. They trusted in their good works and their education instead of trusting in God. They knew a lot about the Bible, but they did not know God, so they did not properly understand the Bible. They could not teach the people what God really wanted them to know. (Mk. 1:21-22)
8. Jesus is God. He knew the Father in Heaven, and He clearly understood God’s word. When He taught, He told the people exactly what God was saying to them in the Bible through Moses and the prophets.
9. One of the men in the synagogue had an evil spirit, or demon, who cried out against Jesus. This was one of the angels who had followed Lucifer (Satan) when he rebelled against God. Demons sometimes move into people and control them. They know that Jesus is God, the Holy Creator, who hates sin and will send them to Hell. Jesus commanded the demon to be quiet. He did not want a lying spirit to tell the people about Him. Jesus told the evil spirit to leave the man, and all the people were amazed to see that the spirits had to obey His authority. (Mk. 1:23-28)
10. Jesus saw many people who were sick and possessed of devils. He knew that suffering came into the world because of the power of sin and Satan. God is the highest power in the universe. Jesus had compassion on these troubled people. He healed them and cast out their devils. This showed that His power is greater than the power of Satan. (Mk. 1:34-39)
11. Jesus healed a man with leprosy, which was a terrible disease for which there was no cure. The man could not heal himself. Nobody could heal him but Jesus. Leprosy is a good picture of sin. It is deadly; we cannot heal ourselves; Nobody can help us except for Jesus. If we will come to Him as sinners and ask Him to save us, He will make us clean. (Mk. 1:40-42)

Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 36 - “You Must Be Born Again”.
