Lesson 75 worksheet - Israel: The Fields of Boaz
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. The book of Ruth tells us the story of a family that lived in Israel during the time of the judges. In a time of famine, they left their home in Bethlehem to live for a while in Moab. The father, Elimelech, died in Moab. The two sons married Moabite women, and then they died, too. The mother, Naomi, decided to go back to Bethlehem, and Ruth, one of her daughters in law, went with her. (Ruth chapter 1)
2. These two women found a place to live in Bethlehem, but they were both poor widows. The law of Israel did not provide a government pension for them, but it did provide a way for poor people to find food. They were required to work for it. All farmers were required to leave a little bit of food in the fields when they harvested the crops. Poor people were allowed to go into the fields and pick up the leftover food for themselves. This gathering of extra food was called “gleaning”. Farmers left the corners of their fields unharvested for the poor. (Lev. 19:10-11, 23:22) 
3. If a harvester forgot to pick up a sheaf of grain in the field, he was not allowed to go back and get it. It was left for the gleaners. (Deut. 24:18-21) When they shook the olive trees to harvest the olives, they were only allowed to shake it once. The olives that did not fall were left for the poor. When they picked their grapes, they had to leave some on the vine for the poor. God blessed them for their generosity to the poor. Nobody in Israel ever had to go hungry. Anyone was allowed to go into a vineyard and eat as much as he wanted, as long as he did not collect some to take with him. A person could collect grain in any field with his hands, but he was not allowed to cut it with a sickle. In other words, the owner of a field had to be generous enough to allow any hungry person to take enough for one meal. (Deut. 23:24-25)
4. Naomi and Ruth arrived in Bethlehem at the beginning of the barley harvest. Naomi told Ruth about the customs and laws of Israel, and Ruth wanted to go to the harvest fields to glean for food. (Ruth chapter 2) Ruth was young and strong, but Naomi was older, and she needed to stay home to take care of the house. Ruth went out and found a field where workers were harvesting, and she decided to follow behind them and gather barley to feed herself and Naomi. She did not know that the field she had chosen belonged to Boaz, a close relative of Naomi’s late husband.
5. Boaz was a rich man. He was also a kind and godly man. He went out to the fields where his servants were harvesting, and greeted them by saying, “The LORD be with you.” His servants loved and respected him. They answered him, “The LORD bless thee.” Boaz looked around the barley field to see how the harvest was progressing. He saw how the harvesters were working, and he saw how the poor people were gleaning after the harvesters. Among the gleaners, he noticed Ruth. The Bible does not say exactly what caused him to take special notice of her. Perhaps she was very attractive. Maybe she looked different because she was a foreigner. Maybe she was working extra hard, and caught his attention that way. She did not do anything to try to get his attention, she just took care of her business, and he noticed her.
6. Boaz asked the foreman of his workers, “Whose damsel is this?” The foreman explained that she was the Moabite woman who had come back with Naomi. He told Boaz how she had come to ask permission to glean, and how she had worked very hard all day, beginning early in the morning. Boaz went to Ruth and told her that she was very welcome to glean in his field. He told her that she could come back every day of the harvest, and that she should not go to glean in anybody else’s field.

7. Boaz told Ruth that she was welcome to glean right where his own servant girls were working. He said she would be safe there, because he had commanded his young men not to touch her. He invited her to get a drink at any time, from the water supply of his workers. Ruth was amazed that this rich land owner would be so kind to her. She bowed down and thanked him, and asked why he would be so nice to a foreigner. He told her that he had heard about how she had come back from Moab with Naomi, and how she had been such a good helper to her. He told her that God would surely bless her. He respected her because of her good reputation.
8. Boaz gave instructions that Ruth should be allowed to share in the food that was provided to his workers at lunchtime. He even served her a portion of food, and made sure that she had enough to eat. Ruth was very thankful to him for his kindness to her. After lunch, she went right back to work gathering barley. Boaz told his workers to make sure to drop some extra handfuls of grain where she could pick it up. With all of this help, Ruth was able to gather a very good amount of barley for her day’s work.
9. Ruth came home to Naomi at the end of her first day of gleaning. Her vessel was filled to the top with barley. Naomi was amazed that she would be able to collect so much in only one day. She asked, “Where did you glean today? Somebody was very kind to let you gather this much.” Ruth answered, “The man’s name is Boaz.” Naomi told Ruth that the Lord had blessed them by allowing her to find this particular field. She said that Boaz was a close relative of theirs, and that Ruth should be sure to work in that field every day until the harvest was over.

10. Ruth went to glean every day in the fields of Boaz until the end of the barley harvest. Naomi was very pleased with the work of her daughter in law. Ruth brought home enough barley, so that the two of them could live comfortably, without fear of going hungry. Ruth had been a great blessing to Naomi, so Naomi wanted to do something to bless Ruth. Naomi had noticed that Boaz showed signs of affection for Ruth. Naomi thought that it might be possible to convince Boaz to take Ruth as his wife. 

11. Ruth did not know the customs of Israel, but Naomi knew exactly what to do, to try to arrange a marriage between Ruth and Boaz. The law of Israel said that if a married man died without having any children, his brother, or other closest relative, was supposed to marry the widow. The first child of this marriage would inherit the property of the man who had died. Since Ruth had been the wife of an Israelite, Naomi’s son, and there were no children, Ruth had the legal right to ask a close relative to marry her. Boaz was a close relative of Ruth’s late husband. Naomi told Ruth what to do, according to the customs of Israel, so that she could become the wife of Boaz.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 76 - “The Kinsman”.
