Revelation - Lesson 12 - 1:9-11
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.
1. The apostle John, our brother in Christ, was exiled to the island of Patmos. (vs. 1:9) He was a prisoner, not because he had done anything wrong, but because he had been faithful to preach the word of God. He testified of Jesus Christ, even though that testimony was against the law of the Roman government. Why did John break the law? Doesn’t the Bible command us to be law-abiding citizens? (Rom. 13:1, Tit. 3:1, 1Pet. 2:13-14)
2. The Bible gives several examples of God’s people who disobeyed the law. King Nebuchadnezzar commanded his people to bow down and worship a golden image, but Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refused to obey. (Dan. 3) They were thrown into a fiery furnace, but God protected them. King Darius made a law that nobody could pray to God, but Daniel disobeyed. (Dan. 6) He was cast into the lion’s den, but God protected him. Peter was commanded not to preach about Jesus. He was arrested and put in jail several times. He said to the authorities, “We ought to obey God rather than men.” (Acts 5:29) 
3. These Bible stories teach us that we do not obey the laws of man when they require us to break the law of God. Jesus told us to “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” (Mk. 12:17) We must always obey the “higher powers”, but no human authority is higher than God. John suffered persecution and exile to the island of Patmos because he was disobedient to man, but he was obedient to God. We should always be prepared to obey God, even if it means that we will suffer. There is glory and joy in suffering, if we suffer for God, but if we suffer because we have done wrong, we ought to be ashamed. (1Pet. 4:15-16)
4. Verse 1:10 - “I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day”. There is much unnecessary controversy about the day of the week when Christians worship. The Bible teaches us to assemble together in local churches, (Heb. 10:25) but it does not specifically say that we must gather together on a particular day. It is very clear that Christians in the Bible often gathered on Sunday, the first day of the week. (Jn. 20:19,26, Acts 20:7, 1Cor 16:2) Most Christians follow their example, and meet on Sunday, as a weekly memorial of Christ’s resurrection. Many churches choose to meet more than once a week. They have special times of prayer or Bible study on Wednesday or Thursday.
5. The first church, in Jerusalem, had preaching and teaching every day! (Acts 5:42) The Bible says that nobody should judge others about holy days. (Col. 2:16, Rom. 14:5-6) Most churches are happy to follow the Bible example of Sunday meetings, but it would be perfectly proper for a church to meet on any day of the week. This is a decision that may be made by the local congregation. It is not proper for one group of believers to say that another group is wrong because of the day of the week that they meet. Seventh day Adventists choose to meet on Saturday. That is not wrong, but it is very wrong for them to say that all churches who meet on Sunday are false churches. They even say that Sunday worship is a sign of the Antichrist!
6. Another popular false doctrine says that Saturday, the Old Testament Sabbath, was a day of rest and worship for Jews, but Sunday is the New Testament Sabbath day for Christians. This teaching says that Sunday has replaced Saturday as the Sabbath. The Bible does not say this. This doctrine goes along with the false idea that Christians have replaced Jews as God’s chosen people. The Bible teaches that all of God’s promises to Israel are still valid. God has not rejected Israel. (Rom. 11:1) God has not given a new Sabbath day to Christians. We do not have a Sabbath day. We do have “the Lord’s day”, Sunday, the day Jesus rose from the dead.
7. John was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day. He was a prisoner on a lonely island, so he was not able to attend church services with his brothers and sisters in Christ. Even so, he remembered to devote his heart and mind to spiritual things on that day. We should be faithful to attend all the services of our local church. It is important for us to gather with other Christians for prayer, singing, fellowship, giving, preaching, and Bible study. When illness or work keeps us from being in church, it would be good for us to be “in the Spirit” wherever we are.
8. John heard behind him a great voice, like a trumpet. This was the voice of God, announcing the beginning of great visions of revelation. Trumpets are especially good at getting people’s attention. Trumpets are used in the army to wake people up, to prepare them for battle, and to give them directions on the battle field. God wanted to get John’s attention, so He spoke with a loud voice. He wants to get our attention, too. He wants to make sure that we listen to what He will tell us in this book.

9. Verse 1:11 - The voice said, “I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last”. As we saw in verse 8, this is Jesus Christ, God the Son. He wrote the beginning of the story, and He has already written the end of the story. He is the first, which means that He always was in eternity past, before any other. He is the last, which means He will never end. He tells John to write in a book these things that he will see. The book he wrote is, of course, the book of Revelation. We are privileged to have a copy of this great book to read and study for ourselves. God preserved every word of it for us. He led men to translate it into our native languages, so that we all can know what God says.
10. “Send it unto the seven churches.” John followed his instructions and sent the book to these churches. Maybe he made seven copies, or maybe he sent it to the first church, with instructions for them to read it and send it along to the next church on the list until they all had a chance to read it. Each church certainly made copies of the book when they had it in their possession. God helped them to make these copies accurately. 
11. The original manuscript of Revelation is gone. After many years of use, it fell apart into dust. Some people teach that only the original manuscript was God’s inspired holy word. If that were true, then we would not have God’s word today. God promised to preserve His words for ever. (Ps. 12:6-7 [rus 11:7-8], Mt. 5:18) The words of God that David wrote about in Psalm 12 were the parts of the Bible that had already been written, including Job, the five books of Moses, Joshua, Judges, and two books of Samuel. David might have seen original manuscripts of some of these books, but he certainly did not have originals of all of them. David said that the copies he used were the pure words of God. He trusted that God had preserved them. We can trust that God has preserved His words as they were copied through the years.
