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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. The Revelation of Jesus Christ comes from God the Father, who gave it to Jesus, who gave it to an angel, who gave it to John. It is a book of prophecy that tells us about the future. Verse 1:1 identifies the writer as John, the servant of Jesus Christ. We know him as John, the apostle, the disciple whom Jesus loved. Verse 1:2 tells us that John had previously given a “record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw”. He is same John who wrote the Gospel of John, and the three epistles of John.
2. John mentions three things that he wrote about in his previous writings. First, he bare record of “the Word of God”. This phrase is very important in the Gospel of John, and in the first epistle of John. Some Bible scholars doubt that the John who wrote Revelation is the same John who wrote the Gospel and epistles of John. A scientific analysis of the books shows some differences in style and vocabulary, but those who love and believe the Bible recognize the beloved apostle in the words of the Revelation.
3. If you were to examine two letters from someone who is very close to you, such as your mother or your wife, you would have no trouble recognizing the familiar handwriting. A scientist might analyze the chemical composition of the ink and the paper, or the differences in style and vocabulary, and conclude that these letters came from different people. His problem is that he does not know the writer well enough to recognize him. If we know the Gospel and epistles of John, then we will have no doubt that the writer of Revelation, who “bare record of the Word of God”, is John the apostle.
4. Since verse 2 mentions John’s record of the Word of God, let’s examine what his Gospel says. John 1:1 says, “In the beginning was the Word”. John uses the Greek word logos to express the idea of “the Word”. The concept of logos was frequently discussed in Greek philosophy. 500 years before Christ, the Greek philosopher Heraclitus talked about the logos as the great unseen idea that was responsible for the existence of the visible universe. Plato and Aristotle discussed logos as a way to use known facts and reason to express abstract ideas like good and evil. 400 years before Christ, Plato said, “Oh, that there might come forth a word [logos] from God to make all things clear.”
5. John did not borrow or copy the idea of logos from Greek philosophy. He was inspired by God to write about “the Word [logos]”. God knew that the Greek speaking world of the first century would understand what He meant when He explained that Jesus Christ was the Logos of God. Jesus was the great unseen idea that was responsible for the existence of the universe. He was the expression in reality of the abstract idea of God. He was the fulfillment of Plato’s wish. Jesus was the Word that came forth from God to make all things clear.
6. John 1:1 says that the Word was “in the beginning”. We understand from Genesis 1:1 that the beginning refers to the creation of the world. The Word did not start at the time of the beginning; the Word was already in existence before the beginning. The Word has always been. John bare record that the Word never had a beginning; He is eternal.
7. “The Word was with God, and the Word was God.” John 1:1 proves that the one true God exists as Father and Son. Other verses prove that the Holy Spirit is the third member of the Trinity. In this verse, John clearly bare record that Jesus Christ is God, the eternal Creator of the universe. He is with God (the Father), and He is God (the Son). John 1:2-3 tell us that the Word made everything. Nothing exists that was made without Him. John 1:4 tells us that He is the source of life.
8. John 1:14 tells us that the eternal Word, the Creator of the universe, became flesh, and dwelt among us. This happened when Jesus Christ was born in Bethlehem. It is a fact of history, and a doctrine of the Bible, that the almighty Creator was born as a baby. He lived in a body of flesh and blood on the world that he created. He became a sinless, perfect man, but He never stopped being God.

9. John bare record of the Word, and of “the testimony of Jesus Christ” - the things that Christ said and did. Jesus Himself did not write any books. The Holy Spirit moved the apostles to write down what Jesus said. John’s Gospel is one of the records we have of the words and deeds of Jesus. We don’t have time in this lesson to review all the things Jesus said and did, but John tells us about the miracles He did, and the sermons He preached. John tells us how He explained the way of salvation to respected leaders and to despised sinners. John tells us how Jesus healed the sick and raised the dead.
10. John tells us that Jesus was the Light of the world, the Bread of life, and the living Water. In John’s Gospel, we learn about the last supper, and the prayer that Jesus prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane. John tells us how Jesus was tried, how He died, was buried, and rose from the dead. John tells us that Jesus promised to come back again to receive believers unto Himself.

11. Revelation 1:2 tells us that John, the writer of Revelation, is the one who bare record of the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. The verse also says he bare record of the “things that he saw”. John was blessed to be an eyewitness of the earthly life and ministry of Jesus. He bare record that, “we beheld His glory”. He personally saw that Jesus was “full of grace and truth”. In 1John 1:1, He tells us that he heard, saw, looked upon, and touched with his hands “the Word [logos] of life”, “which was from the beginning”.

12. John’s books are inspired scripture. They are accurate because God gave John the words. They are not any more or less accurate because John was an eyewitness of the things about which he wrote. It is interesting, however, that he did see the events recorded in his books. If God had told him to write something that was not true, he could have told the world, “I was there, and it didn’t really happen that way!” John’s willingness to record divine scripture that agreed with his personal experience is added proof that it is true.
