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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.
1. The letter to the church at Pergamos was addressed to the pastor (the angel of the church). Jesus told this pastor that there were some good things about the church. They had not denied the faith, and they held fast to His name. However, Jesus had some things against the church. They had false teachers, and the pastor did not drive them away. The pastor in Ephesus had no tolerance for false teachers. He led the church to try them and find them liars. The pastor in Pergamos needed to follow the example of the pastor in Ephesus.

2. A pastor is not the head of the church; Christ is the Head of every local church. (Col. 1:18) Still, the pastor of a local church has a great responsibility to lead the church properly. The word “pastor” means “a shepherd”. Jesus is the Great Shepherd, but a pastor is a shepherd, under Christ, who leads and cares for a local church. (Heb. 13:20, Eph. 4:11, 1Pet. 5:1-4) The pastor has authority to oversee the church. He must feed the flock with spiritual food from God’s word. He does not rule over the people harshly, but he leads them with a good example. He has authority to lead the church in the right direction, and the people are supposed to obey his leadership. (Heb, 13:7, 17)
3. It is the duty of a pastor to reject teachers of false doctrine who come to the church. In Acts chapter 20, the apostle Paul spoke to a group of pastors. He told them that “wolves” would come into their churches and try to draw the sheep away from the truth. (Acts 20:28-31) These wolves are false teachers, and a pastor must drive them away from the sheep. A good pastor is like a sheepdog that helps the chief shepherd to take care of the sheep. (Jn. 10:11-13) A sheepdog is not afraid to bark loudly to chase the wolves away, and he fights with them if he must. The pastor at Ephesus was a good sheepdog, but the pastor at Pergamos did not drive away the wolves.
4. We saw how the wolves were bringing the doctrine of Balaam into this church. This doctrine says that the people of God can mingle with the world. Many people in worldly churches are following this doctrine today. They live like the world. They dress like the world. They sing the world’s music. They watch the world’s movies and television programs. They have worldly sinful habits, like smoking, drinking alcohol, and dancing. These worldly Christians often say, “It does not really matter how you appear on the outside; it is what’s inside that is important.” It may be possible to be right externally, and wrong internally, but it is not possible to be right internally, and wrong externally. If you are holy in your heart, your holiness will be visible in your life. This sinful world is not to be our friend. We are to love the lost people of the world, but we must not try to be like them.
5. Verse 2:15 – “So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate.” We remember that false teachers tried to teach the doctrine of the Nicolaitans in Ephesus, but the Ephesians, like Jesus, hated it. This doctrine placed a priesthood between God and the ordinary people. Any church that has a hierarchy of priests and “holy fathers” follows the Nicolaitan doctrine. These churches say that you must have the help of one of their priests in order to pray, to confess your sins, or to understand the Bible. Jesus repeats here that he hates this doctrine. Baptist churches have always taught the Bible doctrine of the priesthood of the believer. Every Christian has direct access to God. (1Tim. 2:5, Eph. 2:17-18, 1Pet. 2:9)
6. Verse 16 – “Repent”. The solution for a sinful church or a sinful individual is always the same: repentance. To repent is to change direction. Sinners need to change their minds about sin. Instead of holding to it, they need to turn away from it. They need to look at their sin as God looks at it. They need to hate sin. Repentance is not only turning away from sin, it is turning to God at the same time. If anyone says he is turning to God, yet he doesn’t change his attitude about sin, then his turning to God is not sincere. God wants everyone, everywhere, to repent. (Acts 17:30-31)
7. “Or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth.” Jesus will not stand by idly while false doctrine is taught in His church. There will be judgment. He is patient, and He gives a generous amount of time for sinners to repent, but His patience has a limit. When He has waited long enough, His judgment comes very quickly. He will make war with the false teachers according to the truth of the scriptures – the sword of His mouth. (Jn. 12:48) He is also going to punish the church, which allowed them to teach their lies. He said He would come “to thee”, and fight “against them”. Both the church and the heretics ought to fear the wrath of God.
8. Verse 17 – “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.” All of these messages to the churches speak to us today. As we read, we need to listen with a spiritual ear to hear what God wants us to know. “To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna.” Here is another eternal promise to overcomers (saved people). He promises to feed us with heavenly food. The Israelites in the wilderness found manna on the ground early every morning. It was provided by God, and it was free, but the people had to receive it. God always gave them just enough for one day (except for the Sabbath day, when they could use what they gathered the day before). They had to gather fresh manna each morning. We ought to get spiritual nourishment from our Bible reading and prayer every day. If we neglect our devotions for several days, we will be spiritually weak from starvation. This spiritual food is hidden. (Jn. 4:31-34) It can give us more power than physical food does. In fact, this hidden manna is Christ Himself, the bread of life. (Jn.6:32-35)
9. “And will give him a white stone”. In a Roman court of law, the judge would show a black stone as a symbol of condemnation of the guilty. He used a white stone to show that the accused person was innocent. This eternal promise tells us that Jesus will give us a sign that we, who are all guilty of sin, have been made innocent in Christ. This wonderful doctrine is called justification. All of our sins were laid upon Christ when He died on the cross. They were charged to His record, but He paid the full penalty for them. He offers His own righteousness to those who believe in Him. Our record in Heaven shows that we have the righteousness of Christ, just as if we had never sinned. We will have a white stone to prove in eternity that we are “not guilty”. (Rom. 5:1, 18-19, 2Cor. 5:21)
