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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. In the first verse of the book of Revelation, we see that it is not “The Revelation of St. John”, as it is titled in most of our Bibles. It is “The Revelation of Jesus Christ”. Jesus is the source of the book, and He is the subject of the book. The Revelation comes from Jesus, and He is the One Who is revealed in the book. We will learn more about Him in every chapter of the Revelation.

2. Verse one also tells us that God gave the Revelation to Jesus Christ. We know that Jesus is God, so we understand that God the Father gave the Revelation to God the Son. The one true God of creation exists as a Holy Trinity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The members of the Trinity are equal in their deity and power, but they interact with one another, each fulfilling a unique role in the divine will.

3. Verse one continues on to tell us that God gave the Revelation to Jesus “To shew unto his servants” - the book is written, not just to John, but to all the servants of Jesus Christ. It is important for all of us to read and study the Revelation. There are important things in this book that Jesus wants to show us. Many Christians are afraid to study Revelation because they are confused by it. Jesus did not give us this book to confuse us. He wants us to know what it says. He will use the truth in this book to bless our lives. Verse 1:3 says that we will be blessed if we will “keep those things which are written” in it. There are things in Revelation that we are supposed to do. If we don’t study this book, we will not be able to do everything God wants us to do. Pray that the Holy Spirit will teach you what you need to know about Revelation. (Jn. 14:26)

4. God gave us the Revelation to show us “things which must shortly come to pass”. In other words, this book shows us the future. It is prophecy. The word “shortly” means that the things in this book will happen very quickly. It does not necessarily mean that all the events in the book would take soon after the time it was written. Some of the events in the early chapters started to take place a short time after John wrote about them, but most of the events have not taken place yet, over 1900 years later. When these events start to happen, they will start very quickly, and they will proceed very quickly. That’s why we need to be prepared for the end of the world as described in Revelation. When the time comes, it will come so quickly that unprepared people will not have time to get ready.
5. Jesus gave us a parable in Matthew 25:1-13, which shows us how important it is to be prepared for these events that will come so quickly. He said that the kingdom of heaven is like ten young ladies who wanted to go to a wedding. The bridegroom was out of town, and nobody knew exactly when he would come home, but they knew that the wedding would start as soon as he returned. These ladies were a part of the wedding party. Their job was to carry oil lamps to provide light for the nighttime wedding. 

6. Five of these ladies were wise. They carried vessels of oil to make sure they had enough to keep the lamps burning, even if the bridegroom arrived late at night. The other five ladies were foolish. They had some their lamps, but they did not have any oil in their vessels. They waited a long time. At midnight, the bridegroom came. The five wise ladies were ready to meet the bridegroom with their lamps prepared. The foolish ladies realized that they did not have enough oil for their lamps, and they were not ready to take their places in the wedding party. They asked the other ladies to give them some of their oil, but the wise ladies explained that they had only enough oil to keep their own lamps burning for the wedding. If they would give oil to the others, there would not be enough to keep their lamps burning for the ceremony.
7. The foolish women went out at midnight to try to find a place to buy some oil. Of course, this took a lot of time. By the time they came back, the wedding had already begun. All of the participants had been assigned to their places, and the ceremony was in progress. The foolish girls knocked on the closed door, and asked to be let in. They were told that it was too late. Because they were not ready, they would not be able to be a part of the wedding. Jesus ended the story by telling us to “watch”, because we do not know the time of His coming.
8. The parable teaches us several important facts. We do not know when Jesus will return. He will certainly come. When He does come, He will come very quickly. If we are prepared, He will take us with Him, and we will enjoy a wonderful wedding feast, which is called “the marriage supper of the Lamb” in Revelation 19:9. The way to be prepared is to have “oil in your vessel”. Oil is a Bible symbol of the Holy Spirit. In the Old Testament, prophets, priests, and kings were anointed with oil. Acts 10:38 says that Jesus was anointed with the Holy Ghost. 

9. To have oil in your vessel means you are saved, and the Holy Spirit dwells within you. (1Cor. 3:16) If you are not saved when Jesus returns, you will not have time to get saved. It will be too late. You cannot borrow salvation from someone else. You yourself must prepare for the Bridegroom’s return while there is time to prepare. No matter how much you desire to go to the wedding feast, if you are not prepared ahead of time, you will not be allowed to come in. You will hear the same sad response that the five foolish women heard. The Lord told them, “I know you not.”
10. The Revelation was given to us from God the Father, Who gave it to Jesus Christ, who gave it to an angel, who showed it to the apostle John, who wrote it, and sent it to some churches, which kept and preserved it for all future generations of Christians, including us. God uses angels to help and to protect believers. He has sometimes used them to deliver His messages to people. Angels are more powerful than people are. We are “a little lower than the angels”. (Heb. 2:6-7) We do not worship angels, and we must not pray to them, but we can be thankful to God for these unseen helpers.
