Revelation - Lesson 15 - 1:17-18
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.
1. In John’s first vision, he saw Jesus standing among seven golden candlesticks. His appearance shows that He is the High Priest, the Righteous Judge, and the King of Kings. His eternal word comes from His mouth like a sharp twoedged sword. His face shines with a glorious light, because He is the source of all light. Believers reflect His light in this world, and they will shine with His light in heaven. John was so afraid when he saw the glory of Jesus, that he fell at His feet as if he were dead.
2. Jesus laid His right hand upon John to comfort him. He said, “Fear not”. The Bible has many examples of people who were in fearful situations, but God told them not to fear. When Abraham was afraid that he was too old to be the father of the promised son, God said, “Fear not. I am thy shield.” (Gen. 15:1) When Isaac had conflict with his neighbors, God said, “Fear not, for I am with thee” (Gen. 26:24) When Jacob was afraid to go to Egypt, God said, “Fear not, I will go down with thee” (Gen. 46:3-4)

3. When the Israelites were afraid to go to the Promised Land, Moses told them, “Fear not, nor be afraid of them: for the LORD thy God, He it is that doth go with thee.” (Deut. 31:6) When they won a great battle in the fearful war to possess the land, Joshua told them, “Fear not, nor be dismayed, be strong and of good courage: for thus shall the LORD do to all your enemies.” (Josh. 10:25) When Elisha was surrounded by the Syrian army, he told his servant, “Fear not: for they that be with us are more than they that be with them.” (2Ki. 6:16) 

4. When young Solomon was afraid to become the king and build the temple, David told him, “Fear not, nor be dismayed: for the LORD God, even my God, will be with thee.” (1Ch. 28:20) When King Jehoshaphat saw a great army invading his country, God said, “Fear not, nor be dismayed; tomorrow go out against them: for the LORD will be with you.” (2Ch 20:17) God promises the Jews that have been scattered around the world for thousands of years, “Fear not: for I am with thee: I will bring thy seed from the east, and gather thee from the west.” (Is. 43:5)
5. All these Old Testament examples teach us not to fear when God is with us. He says, “Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.” (Is. 41:10) When is God with us? He is always with us to help us, as long as we seek to be with Him. He will not leave us, but if we turn away from Him, we should be very afraid. God warned His people of the consequences of sin. “Thy life shall hang in doubt before thee; and thou shalt fear day and night.” (Deut. 28:66)
6. We know that the Bible says many times that we should fear God. “Fear God, and keep His commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.” (Ecc. 12:13) This does not mean that we should live in terror, as if God hates us. It does mean that we should realize that we are dealing with the Almighty Creator of the universe, and He hates sin. We should not fear to face all the challenges of life, but we should be very afraid to sin before our holy God. (Lk. 12:4-5) Our proper fear of God should make us want to hate sin like He does. If we love Him as we should, then we will hate the sin that hinders our fellowship with Him. Holy living before God allows us to serve Him without fear. (Lk. 1:74-75)
7. When Jesus was on the earth with His disciples, He often told them not to fear. When their ship was sinking, He came to them, walking on the water, and said, “It is I; be not afraid.” (Mt. 14:27) When He was transfigured on the mountain, Peter, James, and John fell on their faces in fear. “Jesus came and touched them, and said, Arise, and be not afraid.” (Mt 17:7) When He went to raise a little girl from the dead, He said, “Be not afraid, only believe.” (Mk. 5:36) When the women found His tomb was empty, they ran to tell the others “with fear and great joy”. Jesus met them, and said, “Be not afraid.” (Mt. 28:6-10)
8. The disciples did not need to fear these frightening situations, because Jesus was with them. They loved Him and He loved them. If we love Him like we should, we will not live in fear. “There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear. He that feareth is not made perfect in love.” (1Jn. 4:18) If we love Him, we should trust Him. Jesus said that His disciples did not believe as they should have. He asked them, “Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith? Then he arose, and rebuked the winds and the sea; and there was a great calm.” (Mt. 8:26) Love for God and faith in Him will turn our fears into peace.
9. When Jesus told John not to fear, He said several things about Himself. These statements will encourage us to remember Who He is, so that we will not fear. He said, “I am the first and the last.” (Rev. 1:17) He has always been, and He will always be. We never need to fear that He will not be there to help us. He was there before your problem came, and He will be there long after the problem is solved. “I am he that liveth, and was dead.” (vs. 18) Death is the most fearful and unsolvable problem in the world. All the advances of science and medicine have not been able to stop people from dying. Jesus has solved that problem. He was dead, but He lives by His own power. When we trust Him, we do not need to fear death. If He can conquer death, He can overcome any other problem we have. From creation day to judgment day and for ever, He is in control.
10. “Behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen.” (vs. 18) This encourages us, because He is the source of our life. Saved people live in Him. If He lives forever, then He can cause us to live forever. He promised to give us everlasting life, and He is able to keep that promise. It is important to remember that He has chosen to save those who believe in Him. Make sure that you have accepted His gift of eternal life by grace, through faith in His finished work on the cross. Salvation is the ultimate cure for fear.
