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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.
1. In Revelation chapter 1, John saw Jesus Christ in a vision. His appearance was so glorious and powerful, that John fell down at His feet in fear, as if he were dead. Jesus comforted him. He laid His right hand upon him, and said, “Fear not.” He told John a few things about Himself that comforted him. (Rev. 1:18) If we remember Who Jesus is, then we will not need to be afraid. He said, “I am the first and the last”. He always has been, and always will be. He said, “I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen.” He has conquered death, and He is able to give us the victory over death, and to give us eternal life. Jesus said, “Amen”, which means, “It is certainly true; I agree; let it be so!”
2. Jesus told John that He has “the keys of hell and of death”. Keys are the symbol of authority and control. If I have the key to a door or gate, I can keep you out, or I can let you in. These keys in Christ’s hand assure us that He is in full control of death and hell. He has all power and authority over life, death, and the grave. As the Creator, He is the One who gives life, and He is the only One Who has the right to take life. If we are saved, and have a good relationship with Him, His authority over death should give us a confidence that nothing can kill us until He decides that it is time for us to die.
3. Unsaved people should fear God, Who holds the keys of death and hell. (Lk. 12:5) It is only the grace of God that allows a person to live another hour. Even those who hate God are kept alive because of His loving grace. He gives them life, so that they may have opportunities to believe in Him and be saved. God wants all people to be saved. (2Pet. 3:9, 1Tim. 2:3-4) He is patient, and He gives everyone enough time to live, that they may be saved. An unsaved person should never say no to an opportunity to trust Christ. God holds the keys of death, and He may end the life of a person who has rejected Him, whenever He chooses. Nobody can be sure that there will be another chance to be saved. (Prov. 27:1) Very young children who die before they understand right from wrong are kept safe, and they go to be with God. (2Sam. 12:22-23)
4. Saved people have nothing to fear if they are right with God, but disobedient Christians ought to remember that He holds the keys of death. A saved person can never go to Hell, but God sometimes cuts short the earthly life of one of His children. Ananias and Sapphira lied to the Holy Ghost in the church at Jerusalem, and they both fell down dead right then and there. (Acts 5:1-11) God took their lives to teach a lesson to the other members of the church. Many times, God has allowed good obedient Christians to die, but He always has a purpose, and He always does what is right. Stephen and James were two of the first Christian martyrs. (Acts 7:59-60, 12:1-2) God could have delivered them from death, like He delivered Peter, (Acts 12:5-11) but He allowed them to die according to His perfect will.
5. It is good to remember that Satan cannot do anything to one of God’s children unless he has God’s permission. We know this from the story of Job. Satan came to God and said that Job only served God because God blessed him and protected him. Satan said that God had put a “hedge” around Job, his house, and everything he had. (Job 1:10) Satan wanted to hurt and destroy Job, but God’s hedge stopped him. When God said that Satan could touch what Job had, Job lost everything but his health. He lost all his riches, his servants, and his children. Then God allowed Satan to touch Job’s health, but not his life. Job became as sick as a man could get without dying. All was under God’s control, and Satan could only do what God allowed him to do. God holds the keys.
6. Sometimes, God has shown His power over death by raising people from the dead. God raised two boys from the dead in answer to the prayers of the prophets Elijah and Elisha. (1Kings 17:22, 2Kings 4:32-35) God raised up a dead man who touched the bones of Elisha! (2Kings 13:21) Jesus raised at least 3 people from the dead, including Lazarus, who had been dead 4 days. Jesus showed His ultimate power over death when He rose from the dead after He died on the cross for our sins. On that day, many Old Testament saints rose from their graves and went into Jerusalem! (Mt. 27:52-53) Peter and Paul both saw God raise the dead during their ministries. (Acts 9:40, 20:9-10) God holds the keys.
7. Jesus told John that He holds the keys of Hell. God created this place of everlasting fire for the devil and the fallen angels. (Mt. 25:41) This awful place is also called “the bottomless pit”. Some of the fallen angels are locked up in Hell now. (Jude 1:6, 2Pet. 2:4) They will be released from this prison for a while during the Great Tribulation, and they will torment men. (Rev. 9:1-11) According to Rev. 17:8, the “Beast”, who is the Antichrist, is now locked up in Hell, but he will be released for a while during the Tribulation. When Jesus returns to rule the earth, Satan will be locked up in Hell for a thousand years. Read the thrilling description of this event in Rev. 20:1-3! Satan will be released from Hell for a short time, but then he will be cast again into Hell, “and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever”. (Rev. 20:10)
8. God did not create Hell for people. When Adam sinned, he followed the devil into rebellion against God. The punishment for sin is death in Hell forever. All sinners deserve to be in Hell for eternity. (Rom. 6:23, Rev. 20:11-14) God does not want people to go to Hell, so He sent Jesus to die on the cross to pay for our sins. He died for everybody, and He offers salvation to everybody, but He will not save those who will not believe. He has the keys. When He locks unbelievers into Hell, there is no way for them to escape. (Lk. 16:26) All the dead will be released from Hell on the great Day of Judgment, but when they are judged, they will be cast back into the fire, and they will be locked in forever. (Rev. 20:13-15, Mk. 9:43, Mt. 25:46) 
9. There is no way for a believer to get into Hell, because God has the keys, and believers cannot get in. We deserve to go there for eternity, but Jesus shed His blood on the cross to pay for our sins. Satan wants you to go to Hell with him, but Jesus holds the keys. The choice is yours. If you accept Christ as Saviour, He will not let you go to Hell. If you reject His gift of eternal life, then He will use his keys to put you in the place where you deserve to go.
