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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.
1. The letter to the church at Smyrna was very short. Jesus did not say anything negative about this church. The conditions of their lives were bitter, but Jesus gave them sweet promises. They were poor, but Jesus reminded them that they had eternal riches in Heaven. They suffered and died, but Jesus promised that they would be victorious, even if they died. He told them not to fear suffering or death, because He would give them a crown of life. He promised that the second death would never hurt them.
2. We know that the church of Smyrna was a real first century church with real problems. The message to them is also a message to every church of that type. The church at Ephesus was a fundamental church, and the church at Smyrna was a persecuted church. In the 2000 years of church history, there have always been some persecuted churches. Today, in many countries, there is wonderful freedom of religion. Many Christians never experience the kind of persecution that our ancestors did. We may be mocked, but we are seldom beaten, imprisoned, or put to death for our faith. This message should help us to be always prepared to endure persecution if we should ever lose our freedom.
3. There are still many countries where Christians are persecuted today. The letter to Smyrna speaks to them. Most countries that are ruled by Muslims or Communists have laws to restrict the freedom of Christians. There are some countries where a strong Catholic majority persecutes evangelical Christians. The level of persecution varies, but Christians in different places are harassed, imprisoned, deprived of possessions or liberties, or even killed because of their witness. It is against the law for some of them to obtain Bibles or other Christian literature. In some places, their church buildings are confiscated or destroyed. If you live in a country where you can practice your faith freely, you should thank God for your freedom. Pray for your brothers and sisters in Christ who are persecuted in other places. 
4. The church of Smyrna can also be seen as representing a particular age of church history. As the Ephesian church may represent the apostolic first century, the church of Smyrna may represent the second and third centuries, during which there were times of terrible persecution. By the beginning of the second century, Christianity had grown to be a powerful movement in the Roman Empire. Christians were loyal and law abiding citizens, but they could not participate in the pagan religious rituals. The Romans were determined to force them to honor the false gods. When they would not, they were persecuted and killed.
5. Some of the Christians were crucified. Some were strangled, burned or drowned. Others were killed in the public arena by gladiators or wild animals, while crowds of spectators watched and cheered. The suffering of the martyrs was a powerful testimony of the reality of Christianity. Many unbelievers came to salvation when they saw the grace of God working in the lives of the martyrs. A famous Christian leader of the 2nd century said, “The blood of martyrs is the seed of the Church”. Every Christian ought to read the 16th century “Book of Martyrs” by John Foxe. He tells the stories of some of the millions of Christians who suffered and died for their faith. He identifies 10 distinct periods of especially hard persecution in the first three centuries of church history. These 10 Roman persecutions may correspond with the “10 days” of persecution mentioned in Revelation 2:10. 
6. The 10th Roman persecution, under the emperor Diocletian, lasted ten years (303-313 AD), and was the most horrible and severe. History records that the “wild beasts refused at last to attack Christians, the bloody swords became dull and shattered, and the executioners grew weary”. The Christians died with hymns of praise, thanksgiving, worship, and scripture on their lips. The Roman persecutions eventually stopped, but persecution was resumed in later years by the Catholics. For hundreds of years, especially in Europe, Catholics operated “the Inquisition”, which tortured and killed millions of Christians, who did not agree with the errors of the Catholic church. Later, during the Reformation, Protestants successfully broke away from the Catholics, but even the Protestants persecuted Baptists and other Bible believing Christians. Baptists are not Protestants, and they have never persecuted any other group. Jesus never taught His followers to persecute others.
7. Verse 2:12 - “And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write.” Pergamos was an important Greek city before it became a Roman city. It was the capital city of the Roman province of Asia. The city was famous for culture, education, and religion. It had a theater with 10,000 seats. The library there was one of the largest in the world, with about 200,000 volumes. It is said that the Roman general Mark Antony gave the entire library to Cleopatra, as a wedding present. Parchment was invented in Pergamos, making it possible to publish books more easily.
8. Pergamos was known as a center of religious freedom, and there were many temples there, dedicated to different Roman gods. The most famous structure in Pergamos was the Great Altar, which was built on the acropolis, or high place. It was a monumental structure with elaborate sculptural decorations on all sides, depicting gods in battle with mythic giants. This altar was dedicated to Zeus. The ruins of this altar were excavated by a German archaeologist from 1878 to 1886. The remains of this altar were brought to Berlin, and reconstructed in a special museum, were they may be seen today. It is very possible that Jesus was referring to this altar when He talked about “Satan’s seat” in Pergamos.

9. Jesus identifies Himself to the church of Pergamos as “He which hath the sharp sword with two edges”. As we saw in Chapter 1, the sharp sword is the word of God. (Heb. 4:12) Each different kind of church relates to Christ in a different way. The fundamental church of Ephesus needed to remember that Jesus was among them, so that would not forget to love Him. The suffering church of Smyrna needed to know that Jesus lives, even though He died. This church in Pergamos was being corrupted by false doctrine. They needed to know that the word of God is alive and powerful, and all church doctrine must be based on the Bible. It is dangerous and deadly to accept doctrine that does not agree with the Bible. You will be in big trouble with God if you believe or teach false doctrine. It is much better to have that two edged sword in your hand, than to have it used against you. (Rev. 19:15, 21)
