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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.
1. The church at Ephesus was hard working, patient, and pure in doctrine. They refused to accept the teachers of false doctrine. It was a good example of a church that was separated from the world. A godly church in a sinful world is like a boat in the water. It is very good and safe to be in a boat in the water, but it is dangerous when the water is in the boat. A church must be in the world, but the world should not be in the church. The Ephesians worked hard to keep the sinful influence of the world out of the church.
2. Even though they had so many good qualities, Jesus was not happy with them. They had left their first love. They were so busy serving Jesus, like Martha did, that they neglected to sit at His feet in fellowship, like Mary did. If we really love Him, then we will serve Him, but be careful not to serve Him without loving Him. Jesus advised them to remember how they used to love Him. He said that they had “fallen” since those days. Maybe they had large buildings and great crowds, but their affection for Him had diminished. He warned them to repent, which means to turn from their way and change their direction, so that they would get back to the way they used to be. He commanded them to do the first works, the things that they used to do to keep in close fellowship with Him.
3. Verse 5 - “or else” - Jesus seriously warns this church. If they don’t remember, repent, and repeat the first works, He will come quickly and “remove their candlestick out of his place”. The candlestick was their church. A church that does not love Jesus will not continue to shine the light of truth to the lost world. Maybe it will cease to exist, like the church in Ephesus. That church is gone today. They did not repent. The light of Jesus does not shine there. The candlestick is gone. Perhaps a church without love will continue to exist, but it will be dead. It may have a building and a group of people, but there will not be an effective witness there.
4. At the beginning of this short epistle, Jesus says many good things about this church. Then he speaks about their great problem. In verse 6, He tells another good thing about them. He is happy that they hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans. Christians should know how to love what is good and hate what is evil. This church did not love properly, but they hated properly. Jesus said that He, too, hated what the Nicolaitans did. If would be good for us to hate what Jesus hates. It has been said, “You cannot love flowers without hating weeds.”
5. History does not tell us much about the Nicolaitans. Some historians have suggested that they were followers of Nicolas, one of the first seven deacons. Acts 6:5 tells us that he was a Gentile from Antioch who had converted to the Jewish religion, and then to Christianity. He was appointed by the apostles to help take care of the Gentile widows in the church at Jerusalem. Some think that he abandoned the true faith of Jesus Christ, and began to teach false doctrine, but there is no biblical or historical proof of this. The name ”Nicolaitan” probably does not refer to Nicolas the deacon. It more likely refers to the doctrine that they taught. “Nicolaitan” comes from two Greek words that mean “conquer” and “people”.
6. As early as the end of the first century, a doctrine was taught that there were different levels of people (a hierarchy) in the church. Most people were ordinary, or “lay” people. A few special people had access to God, and they were priests, or mediators, that could go to God for the ordinary people. These priests held power over the common people. They conquered them. Lay people were expected to confess their sins to them, and receive forgiveness from them. The people could not pray without help from the priests. They were forbidden to read the Bible, or to try to understand it. They had to trust the priests to tell them what the Bible said, and what it meant.
7. The Bible teaches that every Christian has direct access to God. We call this “the priesthood of the believer”. Every believer is a priest. (1Pet. 2:5,9, Rev. 1:5-6) Jesus Christ is the only mediator that can bring a man to God. (1Tim. 2:5) We can boldly come to God’s throne with our prayers, because the Spirit of Christ, our High Priest, gives us access. (Heb. 4:14-16, Eph. 2:13-18) Our bodies are temples of the Holy Ghost, Who lives in us. (1Cor. 3:16, 6:19) The Holy Spirit teaches us to understand the Bible. (1Jn. 2:27 Jn. 14:26 1Cor. 2:13) God gives us pastors and teachers to help us to grow spiritually, but we are responsible to look in the Bible for ourselves, and verify that they are teaching the truth. (Eph. 4:11-12, Heb. 13:7,17, Acts 17:10-11) Our church leaders are not lords over us; they are to lead with the Word of God and a good example. (1Pet. 5:1-3)
8. Jesus hated the deeds of the Nicolaitans. Verse 2:15 says that He also hated the doctrine of the Nicolaitans. Bad doctrine and bad deeds always go together. The Nicolaitans conquered the people by setting up a hierarchy of priests that were higher than the common people. The priests did not follow the same strict rules that they placed upon the people. They were known for their wicked and immoral living.
9. Verse 7 - “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.” Every Christian should have a spiritual “ear” to listen to the Spirit of God. If you use your spiritual ear as you read this letter to Ephesus, you will be able to hear something that applies personally to your life. Each of the seven messages to the churches has these same words. All of these messages will speak to us today, if we will listen.
10. “To him that overcometh” - each of the seven messages has an eternal promise to the overcomer. We can only overcome if we are saved. We overcome the spirits of evil because Christ is in us. (1Jn. 4:3-4) We overcome the world because we believe in Christ. (1Jn. 5:5) We overcome Satan by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of our testimony. (Rev. 12:10-11) We can be sure we will overcome, because Jesus has overcome. (Jn. 16:33)
