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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.
1. In Revelation 1:5-6, John praises Jesus Christ for three great qualities. He is “the faithful Witness, and the first Begotten of the dead, and the Prince of the kings of the earth”. John praises Jesus for three great works that He did. He “loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and priests”. Then He prays that Jesus will receive the glory and dominion that He deserves to have. This sinful world will not praise and obey Him until He comes to reign, but we Christians should praise and obey Him every day until He comes.
2. Verse 1:7 briefly describes the day when Jesus will come back to rule the earth. We will study this event in more detail in later chapters, but it is good to have a basic understanding of what is coming. This verse gives us a preview of this great future event. “Behold, he cometh with clouds” tells us something about the second coming of Christ. First, let’s review some of the many details that we know about His first coming. His coming was announced by an angel to the virgin Mary. He was born in Bethlehem, and they laid Him in a manger, because there was no room in the inn. Angels told the shepherds about Him, and they visited Him. Wise men from the east came to worship Him and they gave Him gifts. King Herod tried to kill Him, but His family escaped to Egypt. 
3. He grew up in Nazareth, and worked as a carpenter with Joseph, Mary’s husband. He visited Jerusalem at age 12, and the scholars at the temple were astonished by His understanding. We don’t know much else about His life until He was about 30 years old. John the Baptist announced that He was “the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world”. He was tempted by the Devil, but did not sin. He preached, taught, and performed miracles. He chose 12 apostles to be witnesses of His words and deeds. At the last supper, He told them that He would go away to prepare a place for them in His Father’s house, and He promised to come again to receive them unto Himself. He was crucified and buried, but three days later, He rose from the dead. 
4. He showed Himself alive for forty days, and then He ascended to heaven from the Mount of Olives, as the apostles watched Him. All of these events, from His miraculous conception to His ascension, cover a time period of about 33 years. This period is known as His first coming. The second coming will also include several events that will take place over several years. We will look at a brief outline of these events. His ascension gives us some important information about His return. (Acts 1:9-11) “While they beheld, he was taken up.” The apostles watched Him rise from the ground and go up into the sky. “A cloud received Him out of their sight.” They watched Him rise until He passed into a cloud, and they could not see Him any more. “While they looked stedfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel.” Two angels came to them as Jesus was going up.
5. The angels said, “Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.” Even as the apostles still stood looking up at the cloud, the angels delivered a promise from God, that Jesus would come back. They said that Jesus would come in like manner. In Revelation 1:7, John says that He comes with clouds. In the first event of Christ’s second coming, He will come to the clouds to gather His own people. We call this first event “the rapture”. Read 1Thess. 4:16-17 for more details. As Jesus ascended to heaven, He will descend from Heaven. We will be caught up to the clouds to meet Him in the air, and we shall always be with Him from that time forward.
6. Revelation 1:7 goes on to say that every eye shall see Him. His coming will be physical and personal. Some false teachers have said that the return of Jesus is spiritual and invisible, and some say that He already came. This verse proves they are wrong. When we shall see Him, we shall be changed and glorified, to be like Him. (1Cor. 15:51-52, 1Jn. 3:2) All believers will see Him at the rapture, but unbelievers will not see Him until a later event in the second coming. Seven years after Jesus comes for the saints at the rapture, Jesus will come to earth with the saints to establish His kingdom. This will be the Battle of Armageddon, after which Jesus will set foot on the Mount of Olives. (Zec. 14:3-4) “This same Jesus”, Who left earth from the Mount of Olives after His victory over death, will return to earth there after His victory over Satan. At that time, every eye shall see Him.
7. Verse 1:7 particularly mentions that Jesus will be seen by the people “which pierced Him”. In one sense, this means the Jews. He will return to the land of Israel, and the Jews of that day will realize that He is their true Messiah and King. They will repent and accept Him. (Zech. 12:9-11) We can also say that “the people who pierced Him” speaks of all sinners, since our sins put Him on the cross. They will all face Him on Judgment Day.
8. “All kindreds of the earth shall wail because of Him.” The rapture will be immediately followed by seven years of great tribulation. God’s wrath will be poured out upon the earth. At the end of these seven years, Christ defeats the armies of the Antichrist at Armageddon. It will be a terrible time for the nations who hate God. They will wail as they are defeated and destroyed. (Mt. 24:29-31) It will be a terrible time for Israel, when they finally realize that Jesus Christ is their true Messiah, and they must repent of their sin of rejecting Him for thousands of years. They will wail, but their wailing will bring them to salvation, because they will finally put their faith in Jesus Christ. (Zech. 12:12 -13:1) We who are saved will no longer be “kindreds of the earth”. We will be a heavenly people, so we will rejoice at His coming, while the people of earth will wail.

9. “Even so, Amen.” John ends this verse with an exclamation of affirmation. He knows that what he has just written is true. He is excited about Jesus coming back. He prays that Christ will come as possible. We ought to have the same excited expectation of the Lord’s return. We ought to live every day as if we expect Him to come in the next five minutes! Every time we look at clouds in the sky, we ought to have a prayer in our hearts, that Jesus would come in those clouds. Even so, Amen!
