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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.
1. In chapter 1, John wrote “the things that he had seen”. He had seen Jesus, so the chapter is all about Him. Verse 1:20 is a transition, where John begins to write about “the things which are”. He writes about the churches, which are the focal point of God’s work in this age. They are golden candlesticks, which hold God’s light of truth for the world in many different places. The “angels” of these churches are the pastors. Jesus walks among the churches, and He holds the pastors in His hand. 
2. Chapters 2 and 3 are the seven messages to the seven churches. These were real first century local churches, but the messages speak to us today, as well. There were seven different kinds of churches, so the messages speak to all kinds of churches throughout history. Those who know history will notice that each of the seven churches can represent a period of time in the church age.
3. Verse 2:1 begins the message to the church at Ephesus. It is addressed to the angel, the pastor of the church. He was expected to preach this message to the church as a message from God. All good pastors should follow this example. God gave us His message in His written word. All Christians should read the word themselves, but God wants us to meet together at a local church to listen to the preaching of the pastor. A good pastor will only preach what he finds written in the Bible. He will read it, explain it, and help us to understand what it means to us. (Neh. 8:8) 

4. The name of this town, Ephesus, means “desirable”. It was a large and prosperous city of the Roman Empire, considered to be the most important city other than Rome itself. Ephesus was famous for a large temple for the goddess Diana, which was counted as one of the seven wonders of the ancient world. A large industry of silversmiths developed in Ephesus, which made images of the goddess for people to buy. Ephesus was also famous for the largest amphitheater in the world, which could seat 25,000 people.

5. The apostle Paul visited Ephesus as a missionary and preached the Gospel there. (Acts 19) He lived there for about three years, and he spread the message of Jesus to all of the surrounding province of Asia, where the other six churches of Revelation are located. Paul probably started the church at Ephesus, and helped to start all seven churches. The people who believed in Jesus gave up their idols, and burned them. The silversmith’s union was angry with Paul, because they were losing their idol making business. They started a protest in the theater, to support the worship of Diana. The protest turned into a violent riot, but Paul was not hurt. Apollos preached in Ephesus, and Timothy pastored the church for a while. John was the pastor of the church for many years, and he died there.
6. The message to Ephesus begins like this: “These things saith He that holdeth the seven stars in His right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks”. This is a message from Jesus. He wanted the church at Ephesus to specially remember that Jesus was walking among them, and holding their pastor in His hand. Chapter 1 described many characteristics of Jesus, but this was the one that these people needed to think about. They needed to be reminded of His personal presence among them. We often think of God as being far away, up in heaven, but we will live differently if we remember that He is right here with us all the time.
7. Verse 2:2 says, “I know thy works.” This is a very important principle for every church to understand. Jesus knows what you do for Him. Every one of the seven messages to the seven churches says, “I know thy works.” This short statement should challenge us to get busy for God, because He notices what we are doing. He is watching to see what we do. We should work as if we are being watched constantly, because we are! When we stand at the judgment seat of Christ to give an account of our labors for Him, there will be no excuses. (2Cor. 5:10) We will not be able to fool Him, or pretend that we have done more than we really did. He sees all we do, and He sees when we do not do the things we ought to do. “I know thy works” is also very encouraging, if we are faithfully serving Him. He remembers all that we do for Him, and He will reward us for everything, even if we forget what we have done. (Mt. 10:42)
8. Jesus, Who knows the works of every church, described the works of the church of Ephesus in verses 2 and 3. He said He knew their labor. This was an active, hard working church. It was a dynamic place of energetic action for the cause of Christ. They expended their strength in service for the Lord until they were weary. Jesus said He knew their patience. They were willing to endure much opposition without giving up. They kept serving God year after year, even when they could not see immediate results. Patience is an attribute of a mature Christian.
9. The church at Ephesus could not “bear them which are evil”. This does not mean that they did not welcome lost sinners to come and hear the message of Christ. It does not mean that they hated unsaved people. It does not mean that they hated Christian brothers who sinned and repented. We see from the context that the patient, hard working church had no patience with those who tried to bring false doctrine into the church. These evil people taught contrary to the doctrine of the apostles. The Bible was not completed yet, so the church sometimes had to consult with John, or Paul, or Peter, or one of the other apostles, to settle a question of doctrine. Now that the Bible is complete, we can study it to know true teaching. We should not allow anyone to teach false doctrine in our church.

10. This church tried them which said they were apostles, and were not, and found them to be liars. Jesus and His apostles warned that there would be false prophets, false teachers, false apostles, and false Christs. (Mt. 24:11,24, 2Pet. 2:1-2, 2Cor. 11:13-15) The Bible tells us not to believe every one, but to try them to see if they are really from God. If they bring false doctrine, contrary to the Bible, we should reject them. We should not even receive them into our houses, or ask God to bless them, because they are doing evil work. (1Jn. 4:1, 2Jn. 1:10-11, Rom. 16:17)
11. The church at Ephesus was a clean and pure church. They lived right, and they believed right. Verse 2:3 says that they had “borne”, which means they had suffered hardship. They endured their troubles with patience. They worked hard for the name of Jesus Christ, and they did not quit, even when they were weary. The devil will never stop attacking us, so we should never feel like we can rest in our stand against him.
