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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.
1. In verse 1:12, John begins to see the first of the visions of the Revelation. He heard a voice like a trumpet, which called his attention to turn and look behind him. Many times, when God wants to speak to us, we are not focused in the right direction. We have our attention on the things of this world. When God speaks, He usually wants us to change something about our life. When John heard God’s voice, he turned around. He could have stubbornly kept his attention focused in his own way, but he changed his direction to receive what God wanted to say to him.
2. When John turned, he saw seven golden candlesticks. We will soon learn why they are important. Far more important than what he saw was Whom he saw. In the midst of the seven candlesticks was a wonderful Person. John said he was like the “Son of man”. This important phrase is often found in the Old Testament. It usually refers to an imperfect human being. Job chapter 25, comparing God with man, says that God is holy and powerful, but the son of man is “a worm”. Numbers chapter 23 says that God does not lie, like a son of man does. The typical son of man is sinful, flawed, weak, and mortal. God called Ezekiel the prophet “son of man” almost 100 times, to emphasize that a man should remember to be humble in the presence of Almighty God.
3. There is one important exception in the Old Testament in the common use of the phrase “Son of man”. In Daniel chapter seven, four great world empires rise and fall one after another. They are pictured in symbolic form as four beasts, representing the empires of Babylon, Persia, Greece, and Rome. Daniel tells how God will one day defeat all of the kingdoms of the world, and set up His own everlasting kingdom. God will give this kingdom to a very special King, called “one like the Son of man”. The Jewish people understand that God has promised to restore Israel as a great world power. They understand that God promised to send a Messiah to rescue Israel from their enemies, and to be their great King. They know that this “Son of man” in Daniel 7 is the Messiah.
4. When Jesus came, He often called Himself “the Son of man”. The Jews should have recognized that He was identifying Himself as their Messiah. Most of them did not accept Jesus as the promised Messiah, especially the religious leaders. We know that Jesus is God the Creator, but we also must understand that He came to earth by human birth, and He lived here in a human body. He was the Son of God, but Нe was a Son of man. Unlike all other sons of men, He did not inherit the sinful nature of Adam. He was the only perfect Son of man in all of history. When John said that he saw “one like unto the Son of man”, he knew that he was seeing his beloved friend, Jesus Christ. In the Gospel of John, Jesus is called “the Son of man” 12 times.
5. John saw that Jesus was wearing a long garment that reached down to His feet. This seems to be a priestly garment, and it reminds us that Jesus is our high priest, who prays for us constantly at the right hand of God the Father. In ancient times, a longer garment was a sign of higher rank. Jesus is the highest of any priest, so it makes sense that His garment would be all the way down to His feet. His golden girdle was a belt that gathered His garment together. Usually a girdle was worn around the waist, but this one was fastened around His chest. In Jeremiah chapter 13, God uses a girdle, which is bound closely to a man, as a symbol of how God wants to keep His people very close to Himself. Jesus wore Нis girdle close to His heart, just as He keeps His people close to His heart.
6. Verse 14 tells us that “His head and His hairs were white like wool, as white as snow”. This same description was given in Daniel chapter seven of “the Ancient of days”, which clearly refers to God, as He judged the nations of the world. Jesus is the Judge, and all people and nations will have to stand before Him. The white hair is a symbol of His wisdom in judgment. His judgment is always righteous and fair. It is interesting to notice that judges in England wear white wigs to symbolize their authority to judge. “His eyes were as a flame of fire.” The eyes of God, the righteous judge, see everything. (Prov. 15:3) He never makes a mistake in judgment, and the guilty will be punished without fail. The flame of fire in His eyes reminds us of His fiery wrath, and of the fires of torment in Hell.
7. Verse 15 talks about His feet, which were like “fine brass”. If we look at the way brass is used in the Bible, we can say that brass represents the judgment and punishment of sin. The altar of the tabernacle was made of brass. (Ex. 27) That is where the sacrifices were burned with fire, as a symbol of God’s wrath upon sin. When the Israelites complained in the wilderness, God sent serpents to bite them. (Num. 21) This punishment could only be healed if the people would look upon the serpent of brass that Moses made. This serpent of brass, lifted up on a pole, was a symbol of Jesus Christ, Who was lifted up on a cross to be punished for our sins. (Jn. 3:14)
8. Jesus appeared with feet like fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace. This reminds us that, when He was punished on the cross for our sins, His feet were pierced, and He suffered the fiery wrath of God. In the Garden of Eden, God said that Satan would bruise the heel of the Seed of the woman. Then God said that the woman’s Seed (Jesus) would bruise the head of Satan. The feet of brass remind us that Jesus was punished for our sin, but they also remind us that those feet will be used to punish sin. Jesus won the victory when He died and rose again. All His enemies have been defeated “under His feet”, although we do not yet see the final victory. (1Cor. 15:25-27, Eph. 1:22, Heb. 2:8) When Jesus is done punishing His enemies at the Battle of Armageddon, He will set those feet on the Mount of Olives. (Zec. 14:3-4)
9. The voice of Jesus was like “the sound of many waters”. He has a great voice, and a loud voice, that calls for our attention. His voice is the voice of God. Ezekiel 43:2 says the voice of the God of Israel is “like a noise of many waters”. In Ezekiel 1:24, the prophet heard a noise “like the noise of great waters, as the voice of the Almighty”. David says in Psalm 68:32-33 rus 67:33-34 that the voice of the Lord God is a mighty voice. Jesus said that a day is coming, when the dead shall hear his voice, and come forth from the graves to be judged. (Jn. 5:28-29) This same voice speaks softly to our hearts, convincing us of our need of Salvation. We need to listen to His voice, and not harden our hearts. (Heb. 3:15)
