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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. The Revelation is a book of prophecy that tells us many things about the future. We study it in its literal meaning, except where the context of the whole Bible shows us that the meaning is symbolic. We have to trust the Holy Spirit to give us wisdom to tell the difference. Prophecy does not tell us all the details about the future, but it tells us enough so that we can prepare for the future, and it proves to us that God knows the future. The Revelation shows us that the world system in which we live is temporary. This world is coming to a spectacular end, so we should not invest all of our lives in the things of this world. We should live our lives for Jesus.
2. The Revelation was given to John the Apostle. John is not the source of these words. These are God’s words. John faithfully recorded them as he was moved by the Holy Spirit. John saw the visions of this book while he was a prisoner in exile on the island of Patmos. History says that the Romans sentenced him to be boiled in oil because of his faith in Christ. He did not die, so he was exiled to Patmos.
3. Most of our Bibles print the title of this book as, “The Revelation of St. John”. This title is not an accurate one, as we can clearly see by reading the beginning of the first verse, which says, “The Revelation of Jesus Christ”. Why would the publishers print the title this way? Perhaps they thought it was proper to identify this book as having the same human author as the Gospel of John and the Epistles of John. The titles are not inspired, but the books are. We should never let any man’s opinion distract us from the truth of God’s word.

4. “The Revelation of Jesus Christ” - these first words tell us a lot about this book. It is the Revelation of Jesus, in the sense that it comes from Him, not from an ordinary man. The things in this book are things that Jesus wants us to know. It is a message from Him to us. He told His disciples many things while He was in the world, and he told them some more things as they were writing the New Testament books. When He gave the Revelation, there were some things He wanted to reveal that He had not revealed before. The time had come for these things to be known. This is the final message He gave to us before His return to earth. This book completes the Bible. We do not need any more prophets, priests, or apostles to tell us what God says. We find God’s message to us when we read the Bible.

5. “The Revelation of Jesus Christ” means that the book comes from Him, but it also means that it is about Him. He is the one who is being revealed. Jesus is the subject of the book. We will see Him in every chapter. We will learn more about Who He is and what He does, and what He will do. The word “Revelation” is singular. Even though John saw several different visions, the book is not called “Revelations”, because it is one unified revelation of Jesus Christ.
6. God has revealed Himself progressively throughout history. At different times, He gave the world more information about Himself. Each time God revealed Himself, the world knew more about Him than previous generations had known. Adam knew God as the Creator. He knew something about bringing blood sacrifices for sin. Noah knew God as the way of salvation from a doomed world. Abraham, Isaac and Jacob knew that God made promises that applied to their family. In the Law of Moses, God revealed a lot about His holiness, and what He thinks is right and wrong. God showed David and Solomon many things about His beauty and wisdom. God told the prophets many things about the coming of Jesus Christ.
7. In the New Testament, God revealed Himself in the person of Jesus Christ. In Matthew, we see Him as the King of the Jews. In Mark, we see Him as a Servant. In Luke, we see Him as the perfect and sinless Son of Man. In John, we see Him as the Son of God. In Acts, we see the Holy Spirit working through God’s people. In the epistles, God gives doctrine and instructions to New Testament Christians. We know a lot more about God than people did in the Old Testament times. At the end of the first century, God had one more revelation of Himself to give to us. Since the Revelation was given to us, God has not revealed anything else about Himself.
8. “Which God gave unto Him” - Jesus sent the Revelation to us, but God gave it to Him. Here we see something of the relationship within the Holy Trinity, or the Godhead. We know that there is one God. The Bible says, “the LORD he is God; there is none else beside Him” (Deut. 4:35), “beside me there is no God” (Isa. 44:6), and “I am the LORD, and there is none else, there is no God beside me” (Isa. 45:5). The Bible often talks about God as the Father. (1Cor. 8:6, Gal. 1:1, Phil. 2:11) The Bible also says that Jesus is God, and the Son of God. (John 1:1, 20:28, Isa. 9:6,  Heb. 1:8) The Holy Spirit is also called God. (Acts 5:3-4) These three persons are somehow distinct and yet somehow they are one God. Jesus said, “I and my Father are one.” (Jn. 10:30-33) Jesus told us to be baptized “in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost “. (Mt. 28:19) 1John 5:7 says, “For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.” In Jesus Christ, all the fullness of the Godhead dwells in a body. (Col. 2:9)
9. The three persons of the Trinity interact with each other. The Father sent the Son. (Jn. 5:36) The Son prayed to the Father. (John 17) The Spirit came down like a dove upon the Son as the Father spoke from Heaven. (Lk. 3:22) The Son asked the Father to send the Spirit. (Jn. 14:16-17) The Son sent the Spirit from the Father, and the Spirit testifies of the Son. (Jn. 15:26) The Son had to leave before the Spirit could come. (Jn. 16:7) The will of the Son can be different from the will of the Father, but the Son yields His will to the Father. (Lk. 22:42) There was a time when the Father knew something that the Son did not know. (Mk. 13:32) Here in Revelation 1:1, we see that God (the Father) gave the Revelation to God (Jesus Christ, the Son).
