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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.
1. The third of the messages to the seven churches was addressed to the church in Pergamos. This city was the capital of the Roman province of Asia. It was an important center of culture, religion, and education. The Great Altar, dedicated to Zeus, was the most important center of religion in Pergamos. The name “Pergamos” is a blend of two Greek words: pergos, meaning “high tower”, and gamos, meaning “marriage”. We will see that this is an appropriate name for the church, because false teachers in the church were advocating a union between the church and the world.
2. Jesus said, “I know thy works”. (verse 2:13) He says the same thing to each of the seven churches. He knows what His people are doing in His churches. He is interested in our works. They are important to Him. He knows the works of every person in every local church. He knows the works of every different type of church. He knows the works of every church in every age of history. He knows what you are doing for Him. Is He happy with your works, or is He disappointed with them?
3. “And where thou dwellest”. Jesus knows where we live. People in different places have unique problems and opportunities. Jesus cares about us, and he understands the circumstances of our lives. He is “touched with the feeling of our infirmities” (Heb. 4:15), because He lived on Earth in a human body for 33 years. Jesus must rebuke this church because there is false doctrine growing among them, but He understands that they lived in a very wicked and pagan city. Other churches that were more pure in doctrine may not have been exposed to the attacks and temptations that this church fought against. Jesus is a righteous Judge, but His perfect judgment is balanced, because He has perfect knowledge of all the circumstances. He knows if you are doing your best for Him, even if it does not seem to match what others do. People who serve Him in places where it is not so difficult should remember that Jesus understands that they have greater opportunities. He can expect that they should do more for Him than others who served in more difficult places.
4. “Even where Satan’s seat is”. The Bible teaches us that Satan has a type of government in this world. He is called “the prince of the power of the air” (Eph. 2:2), “the god of this world” (2Cor. 4:4), “the prince of the devils” (Mt. 9:34), and “the prince of this world” (Jn. 12:31). We are told that Satan’s forces include “principalities”, “powers”, and “the rulers of the darkness of this world”. (Eph. 6:12) When Satan rebelled against God, he apparently attracted one third of the angels to follow him. They were all cast out of heaven, and they live and work their evil on the earth. (Rev. 12:3-4, 7-9) Satan’s angels are also known to us as demons, devils, or evil spirits. 
5. Daniel chapter 10 tells us that Satan has certain of his devils in charge of different geographic territories. The heavenly angel who came to answer Daniel’s prayer said that he had to fight against “the prince of Persia”. He also talked about another satanic enemy, “the prince of Grecia”. Satan is not omnipresent like God is. He cannot be everywhere at the same time, but he is very organized. He has demons assigned to the different countries of the world to do his evil work. At different times in history, he adjusts the boundaries of his organization according to changing circumstances. At the end of the first century, Satan himself had established his headquarters in Pergamos. Jesus said that “Satan’s seat”, or throne, was in Pergamos.
6. Pergamos was the center of Satan’s government, and the Great Altar of Pergamos was the center of false religion there. It is easy to see that Jesus may have been referring to that altar when He talked about “Satan’s seat”. The ruins of the altar were discovered by a German archeologist in the 19th century, and they were moved to Berlin, where they were put on display in a famous museum. Adolf Hitler was fascinated by the altar, as a symbol of the great Roman Empire. He directed the Nazi party to build a great stadium in Nuremberg where he could give speeches to thousands of people. Students of history have seen films of these gigantic rallies. The large platform where Hitler delivered his speeches was designed after the pattern of the Pergamos altar. After the war, the Soviet Union took the ruins of the altar to Leningrad, and kept them at the Hermitage museum for 13 years, until they were returned to Berlin in 1958. Today, the reconstructed altar is on display at the Pergamon museum in Berlin, the most popular art museum in Germany. Barack Obama visited Berlin in July of 2008, and gave a speech to 200,000 people. One month later, he accepted his party’s nomination for president by giving a speech to 84,000 people in a stadium in Denver, Colorado. The platform at that event looked very much like the altar of Pergamos.
7. “Thou holdest fast my name”. It was very difficult to be a Christian in Pergamos. Although the city was famous for “religious freedom”, the authorities insisted that people should respect all the Roman gods. Christians refused to participate in pagan rituals, so they were considered to be dangerous enemies of the state, who would bring the wrath of the gods upon the city. Jesus commends these faithful believers for being true to His name. The followers of Christ began to be identified by His name at the church in Antioch. (Acts 11:26) Christianity is not a religion; it is a Person. You become a Christian only by a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. You call upon His name for salvation. (Rom. 10:13) No other name can save. (Acts 4:12) Jesus said that the world would persecute, kill, and hate His followers because of His name. (Mt. 24:9) The believers in Pergamos held tightly to the name of Jesus in their trials. That personal relationship with Him gave them the strength to endure their trials, even unto death.
8. “And hast not denied My faith”. Faith (belief) is not an empty concept. It means nothing to say, “I believe” if you don’t know what you believe. Faith comes when we hear the word of God and accept it as truth. (Rom. 10:17) The Christian faith was founded upon a specific set of doctrines. That doctrine, that faith, was delivered to our ancestors, and we are to hold to those same truths. We are to defend the old faith whenever false teachers try to change it. (Jude 1:3) The Christians in Pergamos bravely affirmed their belief in the doctrines of God’s word, though it cost some of them their lives.
