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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.
1. Although the church at Pergamos was faithful in a difficult place, Jesus had some things against them. He did not like their toleration of false teachers, who held “the doctrine of Balaam”. In our previous lesson, we saw that Balaam was a prophet who lived during the time when Israel wandered in the wilderness. He knew some things about the true God, but he was not completely dedicated to obey Him. Balak, the King of Moab, felt threatened by the approaching Israelites, so he tried to hire Balaam to put a curse upon Israel. God spoke to Balaam and warned him not to curse Israel, but Balaam was very attracted by the money that the king could give him. (Num. 22-24)
2. Balaam went to the king of Moab, hoping that he could get some money. On the way, God tried to kill him. We remember how the talking donkey saved Balaam’s life. After that, Balaam was so afraid of God that he did not dare to curse Israel. He blessed Israel three times. When we read this part of the story, it seems to us that Balaam was a good hero of the Bible. In fact, Balaam had a wicked heart, and his doctrine is an evil one that we must learn to avoid. Balaam is mentioned in many other places in the Bible. He is mentioned at least three times in the New Testament. We have to collect all of the available evidence before we can know the whole story about Balaam.
3. The apostle Peter talks about false prophets and false teachers. (2Pet. 2: 1-3, 15-16) He says they are “covetous”, and “make merchandise” of people. He says they “have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of Balaam”.  What is the way of Balaam? Peter says he “loved the wages of unrighteousness”. He loved money more than he loved the truth of God. 1Timothy 6:10 says, “The love of money is the root of all evil.”
4. Jude, in his short book of the New Testament, writes to warn about wicked men who bring false teachings into the church. He compares them to some of the enemies of God, including disobedient Israelites, fallen angels, Sodom and Gomorrah, Cain, and Korah (who rebelled against Moses). Jude 11 says that false teachers run “greedily after the error of Balaam for reward”. What was the error of Balaam? He was greedy, and he loved rewards more than he loved the truth of God.
5. After Balaam blessed Israel and went home, we only find small bits of information about him scattered throughout the Bible. In Numbers chapter 31, Israel won a war against the Midianites. They killed the five kings of Midian, and at the same time, they killed Balaam with a sword. Why would Israel kill the prophet who blessed them three times? We have to look further for more clues. Later in the same chapter, Moses is angry that the Israelites took the Midianite women as captives. He said, “These women are the ones who caused our nation to sin, and God sent a plague on us. It happened because of the counsel of Balaam.”
6. Numbers chapter 25 tells us that Israelite men were attracted to the Moabite and Midianite women. They began to visit them and commit adultery with them. Because of this, many Israelites began to worship the Moabite god, Baalpeor. God told Moses to kill all the men that had taken women from this false religion. God sent a plague that killed many Israelites. As faithful people prayed and wept at the Tabernacle, one Israelite boldly took one of these women into the camp of Israel, and brought her into his tent in front of everybody. Phineas, a grandson of Aaron the priest, took a javelin and followed them into the tent. He killed both of them! God commended Phineas for fighting against sin. Because of what Phineas did, God stopped the plague, but 24,000 people had already died.
7. Here in Revelation 2:14, we learn the reason for this tragedy. Jesus talks about “the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication”. Balaam was afraid to curse Israel, but he knew that if he could get them to sin, then God Himself would destroy them. Balaam taught Balak to use good food and beautiful women to attract Israel to idol worship. It was a very effective plan, and it caused a lot of damage to God’s people. Balaam gave this advice to King Balak because he loved money. He was not a Bible hero. He was an enemy of Israel.
8. In the church of Pergamos, false teachers, who loved money more than they loved the truth of God’s word, taught God’s people to mingle with the world. They used the attractive things of the world to entice God’s people away from holy living. They, like Balaam, put a “stumblingblock” in front of the Christians, and caused some of them to fall into sin. The word for stumblingblock literally means, “the part of a trap where the bait приманка is laid, and which, when touched, causes the trap to spring shut upon the prey”.
9. Perhaps in different ages Satan uses different kinds of “bait” to lure God’s people towards the world. In Balaam’s day, one bait into the trap of sin was delicious food, which was served at the feasts of pagan temples. Those who were attracted by the food were trapped into the worship of false gods. Another bait was beautiful women, who attracted men into false worship and immorality. Today, the devil uses the mass media to attract us to the world. Television, movies, magazines, internet, books, and music are very effective tools that can lure a Christian away from righteous living, holy thinking, and the truth of the Bible. Sadly, many Christians today spend much more time looking at worldly entertainment than reading the Bible.
10. Christians must live in this world. God does not want us to live in complete isolation, but we must always remember that we are pilgrims and strangers here. We have to live in a wicked world, but we must keep away from the sin of the world. (Jn. 17:14-16) The material things of the world are a great attraction. Money, houses, fashionable clothing, cars, and other such things are not sinful in themselves, but they will cause us to stumble if we love them. We may use these things in our service to God, but we must resist the temptation to leave the service of God to pursue these things. (1Jn. 2:15-17, James 4:4, Rom. 12:2)
11. A worldly church will not continue to be a holy church. Christians who seek the approval of the world will not continue to have God’s approval. There is a powerful movement among evangelical churches today that is attempting to make the churches more appealing to the world. These churches don’t preach the unpopular message of repentance from sin. They use rock concerts, comedy performances, dances, and even alcoholic beverages to attract the lost world to Christ. These worldly church members are being attracted away from God and to the world. They have followed the doctrine of Balaam, and they need to repent. They should preach God’s word, sing godly music, and use their holy lives as a testimony to the unsaved world.
