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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.
1. On the Island of Patmos, God showed the apostle John visions, which give us a look into the future. John wrote what he saw in a book, and that book has been preserved for us, as the book of Revelation. In the first vision, John saw Jesus Christ, “the Son of man”, standing among seven golden candlesticks. His garment showed that He is our High Priest. His white hair and flaming eyes showed that He is the Righteous Judge. His feet like brass showed that He was punished for our sins on the cross, but He will punish sin when He returns as the Mighty King.
2. Verse 1:16 says He had seven stars in His right hand. We will learn about the meaning of the seven stars and the seven candlesticks when we study verse 1:20. Next, we see that “out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword”. This is clearly understood when we compare it to Hebrews 4:12. The sword that comes from His mouth is His word, the Bible. God’s word is the weapon that wins the victory in spiritual warfare. We are commanded to take this sword and use it. (Eph. 6:17) The two sharp edges of this weapon are the Old Testament and the New Testament. We need to learn how to use both of them together to understand God’s truth.
3. A twoedged sword cuts both ways. It cuts our own hearts by showing us our sin, so that we may purify ourselves and become more holy. (Rom. 7:13, Ps. 119:9 rus 118:9) It cuts against the enemy, giving us victory over the attacks and temptations of Satan. Jesus showed us how to use this weapon when Satan tempted Him in the wilderness. Satan challenged Him to make stones into bread. Jesus answered, “It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” This quotation from Deuteronomy 8:3 was a powerful blow of the twoedged sword, and Satan could not stand against it.
4. Satan challenged Jesus to jump from a pinnacle of the temple. Jesus answered, “It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.” He quoted Deuteronomy 6:16, using the sharp sword to defeat Satan again. Satan tried to get Jesus to worship him, offering Him all the glory of the kingdoms of the world. Jesus answered, “It is written, thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve.” Jesus won the victory three times by using the Bible. We have the same weapon. We need to depend upon it when Satan attacks. We need to use it to win victory for God in our service for Him. We will not win victories for God with our own strength and wisdom. Jesus will use this sword (His word) to defeat His enemies at the Battle of Armageddon. He will not need any other weapons. (Rev. 19:15, 21, Isa. 11:4) 
5. “His countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength.” The face of Jesus shone with an intensely bright light. This is not the first time in the Bible that somebody’s face shone. In Exodus 34:28-35, Moses spent 40 days on Mount Sinai with God, receiving the Ten Commandments. When he came down from the mountain, the skin of his face shone with a bright light. The people were very afraid of this light, so Moses had to cover his face with a veil. His face shone because he had been with God. God is the Source of light. His first recorded words in the Bible are, “Let there be light.” (Gen. 1:3, Jn. 1:9, 8:12, 1Jn. 1:5)
6. In the sky, we see two great lights, the sun and the moon. The sun is the source of light. The moon does not produce any light of its own, but it still shines, because it reflects the light of the sun. In the same way, the face of Moses shone with light that was a reflection of the light of God. The Bible teaches that believers in Heaven will shine like Moses did. (Dan. 12:3, Mt. 13:43) Apparently, some believers will shine brighter than other believers. (1Cor. 15:40-44) If we will spend time with God, our lives will shine with His light. Jesus said, “I am the light of the world”, but He wants us to reflect His light to the world. He also said, “Ye are the light of the world.” (Mt. 5:14)
7. John had seen this shining bright face before. Jesus took Peter, James, and John up on a mountain, “and was transfigured before them: and His face did shine as the sun, and His raiment was white as the light.” (Mt. 17:2) Jesus let these apostles see what He looks like when He is glorified. When Jesus comes again, we shall see Him in His glory, and our bodies will be changed into glorified bodies like His. (1Cor. 15:51-52, 1Jn. 3:2, Php. 3:20-21)
8. Verse 1:17 - “When I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead.” When a sinful man faces a holy God, he is unable to stand before Him. Men may talk proudly about what they will say and do when they stand before God, but in fact, they will all fall before Him. When Ezekiel saw a vision of the Lord, he fell upon his face. (Eze. 1:28, 3:23) Abraham fell on his face when God talked to him. (Gen. 17:3) Moses hid his face when God spoke to him from the burning bush. (Ex. 3:6) Joshua fell on his face when the Lord appeared as the Captain of the heavenly army. (Josh. 5:14) 

9. When we look at the holiness of God, we realize how sinful and unworthy we really are. When Isaiah saw the Lord, he said, “Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips.” (Isa. 6:5) When Job saw God, he said, “I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.” (Job 42:5-6) Saul of Tarsus, who became the apostle Paul, was proud of his religion and self-righteousness until he saw the bright and shining face of Jesus. The vision knocked him to the ground. When Jesus spoke to him, Saul humbly answered, “Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” (Acts 9:6) On judgment day, every knee will bow before Him. Nobody will dare to answer proudly against Him. Every mouth will be stopped. In His presence, sinful men will only be able to say, “Jesus Christ is Lord!” (Rom. 3:19, 14:11, Php. 2:9-11)
10. Jesus laid His right hand upon John, and said, “Fear not; I am the first and the last”. The right hand is the strong hand of protection and comfort. When your heart is troubled, the touch of the strong hand of your father, or brother, or friend, is a great comfort. That touch says, “I am here to help you.” Jesus wants us to know that He is with us, even unto the end of the world. He will never leave us or forsake us. (Mt. 28:20, Heb. 13:5)
