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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.
1. Revelation 1:1 tells us how God gave us the book. Verse 1:2 identifies the writer as the apostle John. Verse 1:3 promises a blessing to those who read, hear and keep the words of this book. Verse 1:4 greets us with a prayer for us to have grace and peace. Verses 1:4-5 tell us that grace and peace come from God the Father, God the Holy Spirit, and God the Son. Verse 1:5 tells us that Jesus is the faithful Witness, the Firstborn of the dead, and the Prince of the kings of the earth.
2. Verses 1:5-6 are a brief song of praise to Jesus Christ. Praise is defined as: “commendation bestowed on a person for his personal virtues or worthy actions”. When we praise someone, we talk about their exceptional characteristics, or we tell about the good things they have done. It is good to say “Praise the Lord!”, but it is rather empty unless we talk specifically about His great qualities and His wonderful deeds. The Psalms are filled with praises to God, and they usually mention facts about God for which we should praise Him. 
3. In the Psalms, we find praises to God because of Who he is. He is praised for His righteousness, strength, honor, truth, holiness, faithfulness, goodness, lovingkindness, and excellent greatness. He is praised because He is the most High, because His name is good and pleasant, because His mercy endureth forever. He is praised because He is eternal, He is God, He is a shield. His glory is above the earth and heaven. We ought to praise God because of His wonderful personal qualities. In our previous lesson, we saw how John praised Jesus in verse 1:5. He talked about three great qualities of Christ. He is the faithful Witness, the Firstborn of the dead, and the Prince of the kings of the earth.
4. We should also praise God because of what He does. Isaiah said, “I will praise thy name; for thou hast done wonderful things.” The Psalms talk about His marvelous and wonderful works. He helps those who trust in Him. He created us, and created everything. He took us safely from the womb, and He has held us up ever since. He gives us health, and a new song. He provides salvation and eternal life. He makes a barren woman to be a joyful mother of children. He raises up the poor. He lifted up Israel, brought them out of Egypt, opened the Red Sea, brought water from the rock, fed them with manna, and opened the Jordan River. His judgments are righteous. He shall reign forever and ever. 
5. John praises Christ in verse 1:5 by talking about His virtues. Then he continues by praising Him for His actions. The first great deed listed here is that He “loved us”. We often think that love is an emotion or a feeling, but actually love is expressed in action. God the Father “so loved the world, that He gave” His Son. His love was active. Jesus loved us in the same way that the Father loved Him. (Jn. 15:9) Because Jesus loved us, He gave Himself for us. (Gal. 2:20, Eph. 5:2, 25) His love is a wonderful example for us. He wants us to love each other in the same way. (Jn. 13:34)
6. John praises Christ for another great deed. He “washed us from our sins in his own blood”. When Jesus shed His sinless blood, as He died on the cross, He paid the price for sin. All the blood of all the animal sacrifices in the Old Testament could not wash away sin. They were only pictures that bore testimony to the sacrifice that Christ would offer on the cross. The water of baptism can never wash away sin. It is a picture that testifies of the sacrifice Jesus made. The bread and juice of the Lord’s Supper can never wash away sin. They are pictures to remind us of His broken body and the blood that He shed. Those who believe, and accept Jesus Christ as the only way of salvation, are washed from their sins. They are made acceptable to God. The Sin that separated them from God is washed away by His blood.

7. The blood of Jesus washed us and saved us once and for all, so that our salvation is secure. There is, however, another way that the blood washes us from sin. At the Last Supper, Jesus washed the feet of his disciples. At first, Peter did not want his feet washed, but then he asked Jesus to wash his feet, hands, and head. Jesus explained that he was already clean, but he needed his feet washed. The feet get dirty because they are in contact with the earth. The spiritual lesson is that saved people are washed from sin, but we need to keep our lives clean as we live in this sinful world. 1John 1:7-9 explains how the blood of Christ keeps us clean when we confess the sins of everyday life.
8. John praises Christ for three great deeds. He loved us, He washed us, and He “made us kings and priests unto God and his Father”. As we study more of the Revelation, we will learn that we unworthy sinners will be lifted up to positions of authority in God’s kingdom. Verse 20:6 tells us that saved people will “be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years”. Although we don’t yet know all the details, God has already appointed us as kings to reign in His coming kingdom on earth. He has also made us a “royal priesthood”. (1Pet. 2:9) We have direct access to God. We don’t need priests to go to God for us. Jesus is our great High Priest, and we can come boldly to God’s throne of grace. (Heb. 4:14-16)
9. Praise can also include a desire for the worthy person to receive the blessings that he deserves. Many times in the Bible, people praise the Lord, hoping that others will praise Him, too. They often use the phrase, “Bless the Lord”, because they want the Lord to receive the honor, and glory, and the power that He deserves to have. Here in Revelation 1:5-6, John praises Jesus for His great qualities and His mighty deeds. Then he says, “To Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever.” John wants Him to have His rightful place of honor in the world that He created. That will not happen until Jesus comes to rule, but John prays for that time to come as soon as possible.

10. Jesus ought to have the glory that He deserves. The whole world should be praising Him and talking about His wonderful qualities and His mighty works. Because the people of this world are sinful, they will not glorify Him as God. (Rom. 1:20-21) Therefore, it is very important for saved people to glorify Him. We should always be quick to praise Him. Give Him the credit for everything good that happens. Tell others how great He is!
11. Saved people have a great desire for Jesus to have His dominion. We are weary of the sinfulness and injustice in this world that is ruled by men. We look forward to the day when Jesus Christ will rule the world in righteousness. This desire is expressed in the prayer that He taught His disciples. We ought to pray, “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.” (Mt. 6:10)
