Revelation - Lesson 1 - Introduction
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. The Revelation is an exciting book of the Bible that most Christians would like to study. It is mysterious. It is filled with strange visions and symbols. It tells us about the future. Even so, many believers are afraid to study the Revelation, because it is so very unusual. They are worried that they will interpret it wrongly, and be led into the error of some false doctrine. Many different explanations have been offered for the meaning of the Revelation, so some Christians don’t know what to believe or where to begin.
2. We will study the book carefully and verse by verse. We will always try to determine what it means by looking at it in the context of the entire Bible. Many men have written many things about what the Revelation means, but we should not accept the opinion of any man as authority. God gave us this book, and He wants us to know what it says. We should know these prophecies, even if we do not completely understand them. We are promised a special blessing if we will read, hear, and keep the sayings of the Revelation. (Rev. 1:3)
3. The word “Revelation” means “an unveiling” or an opening of something that was previously not seen. We can picture the grand opening of a statue, which is covered by a veil until a public ceremony, when an important official dramatically takes off the veil so everyone can see it. The word expresses the idea of the lifting of a curtain on a stage, so that the actors and scenery, which were hidden, are revealed, and the audience can see the performance.
4. The Revelation is located at the very end of the Bible. It was the last book of the Bible to be written. History tells us that it was written in 96 AD. The book was written by the apostle John, the same man who wrote the Gospel of John and the three epistles of John. Of course, when we say that he wrote it, we mean that God gave him the words, and he wrote them on paper. These are not John’s words, these are God’s words. John writes in the first person, telling us things that he personally saw, but the book is God’s Revelation to us.

5. This book was written while John was on Patmos, a small Greek island in the Aegean Sea. He was exiled there as a prisoner during the time of the Roman emperor Domitian. The Roman emperors often persecuted Christians because they would not worship the Roman gods, or the emperor himself. When they were commanded to say, “Caesar is lord”, faithful Christians would answer, “Jesus is Lord.” For this testimony, they were imprisoned, or tortured, or exiled, or killed.
6. There are many different theories about the meaning of the Revelation. Some say that it is simply a book of strange dreams and visions, and should not be taken seriously. Martin Luther said it should not be a part of the Bible, and he did not think we should read it or study it. Others say that the book is totally spiritual and symbolic. They believe it has no historical or prophetical significance, but that it is just symbolic of the struggle between good and evil. Some say that it is history, that everything it talks about has already happened, and that it does not tell us anything about the future.

7. We believe that the Revelation is a book of prophecy, as it claims to be. The first verse tells us that the book is given to show us things that will come to pass. Verse 1:19 says that in this book, John wrote about things that have been, things that are, and things that will be in the future. We believe this book should be accepted in its literal meaning, except for those things that are clearly symbolic. We will trust the Holy Spirit to give us wisdom to tell the difference between what is literal and what is symbolic.

8. The Revelation is not the only prophetical book in the New Testament, but it is the most complete. It agrees with the other prophecies in the Bible, and it must be studied in the context of all other prophecy. All other Bible prophecy must be understood in the context of the Revelation. Prophecy is not given so we will completely know everything that will happen in the future. It is given to us so that we will know enough to be prepared, and so that when it is fulfilled, then we will be able to see that God perfectly knew the future and foretold it. Those to whom prophecy was given often did not understand the meaning of the prophecies. (Dan. 12:8-9, 1Pet. 1:12) Bible prophecy comes from God, not from man. (2Pet. 1:20-21) We should study prophecy, because it is Holy Scripture, and all scripture is profitable for us. (2Tim. 3:15-16)
9. The Bible is not complete without Revelation. It finishes the story that began in Genesis: God’s plan for the earth and for people. Man’s creation ends in his salvation or destruction. The world’s creation ends in its punishment and purging. Satan’s rebellion ends in his doom. Israel’s calling reaches its fulfillment: they rebelled, they are punished, and they are restored. The promised Savior completes His mission: He defeats Satan. In Genesis, a man and his bride live in paradise, with access to the tree of life, but they sin and they are banished. In Revelation, sinful, banished people become the bride of Christ, and they live in paradise, eating from the tree of life.
10. Here is a brief outline of the Revelation: an overview of Christian history - chapters 1-3, the Rapture - chapter 4, Heaven - chapter 5, the Tribulation and Armageddon - chapters 6-19, the Great White Throne judgment - chapter 20, the New Jerusalem - chapters 21-22.
