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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.
1. The church at Pergamos was faithful to the doctrine and the name of Jesus Christ, but they were worldly. They allowed some teachers of false doctrine to teach in their church, although they should have driven them away. This church represents the worldly type of church, and Jesus wants worldly churches to repent. This church represents the state church of the 4th, 5th, and 6th centuries. Emperor Constantine made Christianity a legal religion, and soon it became the official religion. The state patronized the churches, and had control over church business. Many unsaved people joined the churches, and many churches became false churches. Constantine gave 20 gold coins and a white robe to anyone who joined a church, but only Jesus can really give the white robe of salvation. (Rev. 3:5, 7:9-17)
2. Verse 2:18 – “And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write”. The fourth church to which Jesus sent a personal message was in Thyatira. This was not a very important city in the Roman province of Asia, but it was an active center of business. The name “Thyatira” means “the castle of the daughter”. The city was famous for producing different colors of dye for fabrics. In Acts 16:14, Paul met Lydia, who was a merchant from Thyatira who sold purple dye in Philippi. The tradesmen of Thyatira organized very strong labor unions, which were dedicated to various Roman gods. If someone was not a member of the union, and did not participate in their pagan religious rituals, people in Thyatira would not do business with him. The Christians there suffered economic hardship because they were faithful to Christ.
3. “These things saith the Son of God”. We know that Jesus is speaking here. He identifies Himself to each church in a different way, depending on the message that He wants to deliver. He identified Himself to other churches as “the One who walks among the candlesticks”, or “He Who was dead, but is alive”, or “the One with the sharp sword”. Here, He uses the strongest possible form of personal identification. He is God. In this message, He has some very strong words of rebuke for this church, and He wants them to know that He is very serious. As we read this message, we can imagine thunder, lightning, and the rumble of an earthquake as Almighty God speaks.
4. “Who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire”. We saw in chapter one that the flaming eyes of Christ remind us that He is the Judge. He sees everything that we do, say, and think. He will judge the world according to His holy law, and nobody is innocent. If it were not for His gracious salvation, everybody would be condemned.  (Job 34:21-22, Acts 10:42, Jn. 3:18) “And his feet are like fine brass”. In chapter one, we saw brass as a symbol of punishment of sin. His feet of brass symbolize that he will step down hard to crush those who do evil. They also remind us that His feet were pierced on the cross when He was punished for our sins. When Almighty God speaks to a church with flaming eyes that see everything, and brazen feet that are ready to punish, that church needs to pay attention and be ready to repent. (1Cor. 15:25-27)
5. Verse 19 – “I know thy works”. Once again, we see that Jesus knows the works of every church. He is not a distant and aloof God. He is very interested in everything that we do. He is glad when we do right, disappointed when we fail, and angry when we do wrong. He gives a fairly detailed list of the good works of this church, so there was much to be commended. “Charity” – this is love for God and love for people. It is the kind of love that causes a person to give. Jesus told us that love for God and love for people is the foundation for all of the law. If you love right, you will live right. “Service” – this is the Greek word “deacon”. As deacons were selected to serve the poor widows in the church, we should all be ready to serve and help each other. Love is invisible, but service is the natural and visible result of true love. 
6. “Faith” – the people of this church believed God. They trusted Him to take care of them. They believed that His word was true. They knew what they believed, and they faithfully lived according to what they believed. “And thy patience” – the Christian life requires patience, because we have to wait for many of the benefits and promises that come with salvation. We have a blessed future, but the present is often unpleasant. Patience is a sign of Christian maturity. An immature believer sometimes prays, “Lord, give me patience – right now!” We need patience to endure difficult times, and God uses difficulties to help us become even more patient. This church had suffered, and they patiently trusted God. (Rom. 5:1-5)
7. “And thy works; and the last to be more than the first”. This is probably the best thing that could be said about any church or Christian. Like most saved people, they started out with a very weak and immature faith. They were “babes in Christ”. There is nothing wrong with starting out as a baby, but it is expected that every baby ought to grow and develop. Babies are adorable, but if a 21 year old man still has the physical and mental development of a baby, it is considered a tragic case of serious illness. We should not expect that new believers will instantly know everything and behave like mature Christians, but Jesus expects to see some progress and growth. This church was working better in their later days than they had in their earlier days.
8. It is very sad, but all too common, to see the decline of churches and Christians. Some who started well for Christ do not finish well. The direction we are going is perhaps more important than the progress we have made. A new believer who has never read the Bible may read for only five minutes a day, but he is going forward, and that is wonderful. Another believer who used to read for 30 minutes a day, but now reads for only 10 minutes is going backwards. He still reads twice as much as the new believer, but he is going in the wrong direction. Some Christians seem to think that after some time, they have “done enough”, and they can “retire”. In all areas of the Christian life, whether it is prayer, Bible study, giving, church attendance, or service, we should strive to do more than we used to do. The example of the church in Thyatira should encourage us to determine that our last works will be more than our first.
9. Verse 20 – “Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee”. As we will see, this church had some very serious problems. Jesus is about to rebuke them with all the fearful authority of God Almighty, with flaming eyes of judgment, brazen feet of punishment, lightning, thunder, and earthquake. It is encouraging for us to see that even when He is angry with us, He does not forget the good things we do. However, we must not fail to notice that no amount of good that we do will cause Him to ignore our sins and failures. Some Christians seem to think that their service for God will excuse the bad things that they do. This message ought to put fear in their hearts, and teach them to repent.
