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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. Revelation 1:3 promises a triple blessing. You will be blessed if you read the Revelation. Some people avoid this book, because they think it is confusing. The Bible is a balanced book, and you need to read all of it. Your spiritual diet, like your physical diet, needs to be balanced. If you only eat sweets, you will not be healthy. Some people read only the Psalms, because they like the beautiful poetry, but they will not be spiritually healthy. Some people read Revelation all the time, and neglect the rest of the Bible. Reading Revelation is a blessing, but you need to read the entire Bible. If you read about four chapters every day, you will read the entire Bible in one year. This only takes 15 or 20 minutes a day. If you develop this habit, you will read Revelation every year. God will bless you.
2. What does it mean to be blessed? The Bible uses the word bless, in different forms, in at least 463 verses. Different people are blessed in different ways. A survey of blessings mentioned in the Bible includes: fruitfulness, power, rest, victory, money, children, forgiveness of sins, peace, happiness, long life, mercy , truth, a wife, influence, a home, land, food, water, sunshine, rain, air, protection from danger, family relationships, relationship with God, health, skill to work, service for God, work, generosity, political stability, wisdom, sleep, keeping from sin, a good reputation, comfort in sorrow, stability, deliverance from trouble, grandchildren, riches without sorrow, satisfaction, contentment, and hope. A person does not need to have all of these things to be blessed. The word “blessed” basically means “happy, content, or joyful”.

3. Verse 1:3 also says you will be blessed if you hear the words of Revelation. In the first century, it was very expensive to have a copy of the Bible, so many people only heard the Bible when it was read in public meetings. You will also hear the words when you listen to preaching about the Revelation. Again, balance is important. If a preacher never preaches about Revelation, or if he preaches about Revelation all the time, his ministry will not be a balanced one. God will bless you if you listen to the words of Revelation. Preachers need to preach about the prophecies of Revelation, and Christians need to attend meetings where Revelation is preached.
4. Faith comes by hearing the word of God. (Rom. 10:17) Reading the Bible and listening to Bible preaching will increase your faith. Even if you do not understand everything you read and hear, it is still profitable to read and hear God’s word. If you fill your heart and mind with the Bible, you will begin to understand it more. Some parts of the Bible become more clear when you know what the rest of the Bible says.  Reading and hearing the Bible also helps to keep you from sin. (Ps. 119:11) 
5. It is important to read and hear what Revelation says, but it is much more important to do what it tells us to do. We can not expect much of a blessing if we read and hear the words of this book, but then we don’t do what it says. As we study Revelation, let’s be extra careful to look for instructions. Let’s decide to do what God tells us to do, because He has promised to bless us when we obey.
6. Verse 3 says to read, hear, and do what is in this book, “for the time is at hand”. What does this mean? What time is at hand? We already saw, in verse one, that the events of this book will “shortly” come to pass. We learned that the events of this book will happen very quickly when they come, and some of them started to come to pass already at the end of the first century. The time period that began with the death and resurrection of Christ can be called the New Testament church age. This period will come to an end when Jesus returns. Christians do not know when Jesus will come, so they have always lived in expectation of the end of the church age. Revelation tells us that this time is “at hand”. It could come at any moment.

7. It is helpful to understand how the events of Bible history can be divided into historical periods. God does not change, but He has dealt with people differently in different ages. These periods of time are sometimes called “dispensations”. In every dispensation, God revealed truth about Himself, and He gave mankind some way to choose to believe in Him. The plan of Salvation has been the same in every age. Those who repented of sin, and believed in God’s promise of a Savior, were saved.
8. We can see seven dispensations in Bible history. The first was “innocence”. Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden did not have any knowledge of sin. God gave them one rule. They must not eat from a certain tree. They failed the test, and they were expelled from the garden. Eventually they died. The second period was “knowledge of good and evil”. People knew what was right and wrong, and they were ruled by conscience. Their failure to do right resulted in a very evil world, that God destroyed with a flood. The third period was “human government”. After the flood, God ordained that men should be ruled by men. Human leadership failed to lead men to obey God. They built the tower of Babel, and God punished them. 
9. The fourth period was “promise’. God promised Abraham that He would make his seed a great nation. God kept this promise. He brought them to Egypt, multiplied them, and brought them out. This nation failed to obey God when they made a golden calf at Mt. Sinai. The fifth period was “law”. God gave Moses a perfect law, but it could not make the people perfect. It could only reveal their sinfulness. By the end of the age of law, many people had an outward obedience to God, but did not have an inward love for Him. This age ended with the death and resurrection of Christ.
10. The sixth period is “grace”. The plan of salvation is clearer than ever. All who repent and believe on Jesus Christ are saved.  The Spirit of God dwells in all believers, and gives them power to do good works. This period ends with the return of Christ. The seventh period is “kingdom”. Jesus Himself will rule the world. It is important to know the book of Revelation, because this time is “at hand”. It could begin very soon.
