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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. The Revelation was given to John the Apostle. John is not the source of the Revelation, but God used this holy man to write it down for us. John was the son of Zebedee, a businessman who had a fishing boat on the Sea of Galilee, and some hired servants. (Mt. 1:19-20) John had a brother named James. If we compare Mt. 27:56, Mark 15:40, and John 19:25, we see that John’s mother may have been Mary’s sister, so John could have been a cousin to Jesus.
2. When John the Baptist began to preach in the wilderness, John and some of his friends went to listen, and became his disciples (followers). When Jesus came, John the Baptist told his followers, “Behold the Lamb of God!” Two of them left John the Baptist, followed Jesus, and spent the day with Him. (Jn.1:34-42) One of these disciples was Andrew. The other is not named, but we believe he is John the Apostle. In the Gospel of John, he never uses his own name. He always refers to himself as “that disciple”, “another disciple”, or “the disciple whom Jesus loved”.
3. John followed Jesus for a while as one of His disciples. He saw Jesus perform miracles, heal people, and “cleanse the temple”. John baptized people who came to Jesus in repentance and faith. (Jn. 4:1-2) Then John went back to fishing, as a partner with his brother James, and the brothers Andrew and Simon (Peter).
4. Jesus went down to the sea where the partners were fishing and mending their nets. He said, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” (Mt. 4:19-22) They left everything, and followed Jesus. They heard Him preach and saw Him heal people. One time, a large crowd came to hear Jesus by the sea, but there was not room for them all to see him. (Luke 5) John and his partners were nearby with their fishing boats. They had fished all night, but had not caught anything. Jesus told Peter to take him out on the water, so he could preach to the people from the boat. After preaching, Jesus told them to cast out their nets, and they caught so many fish that Peter had to call James and John to bring their boat to help. Both boats were filled with fish. They decided to give up the fishing business, and follow Jesus to catch men.
5. John became a very close follower of Jesus. He was chosen to be one of the 12 Apostles. (Mk. 3:13-19) Among the 12, Peter, James, and John were a special “inner circle” group. Jesus took these three with Him when He was transfigured, when He raised a girl from the dead, and when He prayed in the garden of Gethsemane. Peter was the leader among the disciples, but John had a closer personal relationship with Jesus than anyone else. He was called “the disciple whom Jesus loved”.
6. James and John had very dynamic personalities. Jesus called them, “the sons of thunder”. They came with their mother to Jesus, and asked if they could have the highest positions of glory in His kingdom. The other disciples were angry about their bold request, but Jesus patiently told them that the highest positions would be given to those who humbly serve others. (Mk. 10:35-45) John saw someone casting out devils in Jesus’ name, and angrily told him to stop. Jesus told him to leave such people alone. When some people in a village did not listen to Jesus, James and John wanted to call down fire from heaven to consume them. Jesus told them that He did not come to destroy men, but to save them. (Lk. 9:49-56)
7. At the Last Supper, John sat next to Jesus and leaned his head on Jesus’ chest. Jesus told John how to tell who would betray Him. (Jn. 13:21-26) When Jesus was arrested and crucified, all the disciples ran away. Peter and John came back to watch as Jesus was tried and sentenced. John was allowed to come into the place of the trial, because the high priest knew him. Peter stood further away, and denied Jesus, but John stayed near Jesus all the way to the cross. As Jesus died, He asked John to take care of His mother, so John took Mary to live in his home.
8. When Jesus rose from the dead, Peter and John ran to see the empty tomb. John ran faster, and arrived first to look inside. (Jn. 20) Jesus appeared several times to some of His disciples, but Peter was ashamed that he had denied Him, so he went back to Galilee to fish. (Jn. 21) John and some other disciples went with Peter, and Jesus met them there. Jesus gave Peter some special instructions, but Peter wondered what John would do. Jesus told Peter not to worry about what John did. Jesus said that if He wanted John to live until He came back, that was none of Peter’s business. Some of the disciples got the idea that John would not die before Jesus returned, but that is not what Jesus said. 
9. John watched as Jesus ascended to Heaven, then he became one of the leaders in the church at Jerusalem. When the apostle Paul came to Jerusalem, John greeted him, and approved of his ministry. (Gal. 2:9) Later, John went to Ephesus, and for many years he was a leader of the church there. His brother James was the first of the apostles to die, but John lived longer than any of them.

10. Jesus appointed the 12 apostles to be the authorities of doctrine until the Bible would be completed. History says that John lived to be almost 100 years old. Since he was the last surviving apostle, his apostolic authority was very important in resolving doctrinal questions at the end of the first century. Many pastors came to him in Ephesus with copies of different books that seemed to be Holy Scripture. John told them which ones were real, and which were false. He did not write his own books until near the end of his life.

11. The New Testament is divided into history (Gospels and Acts), instructions (epistles), and prophecy (Revelation). John’s Gospel was the last historical book to be written. His epistles were the last instructional books to be written, and Revelation was the last book of the Bible to be written. John “closed the book” with his writings. When the last apostle died, the Bible was finished, and we did not need apostles any more. All of our questions of doctrine and practice may be solved by studying the Bible.
12. John was arrested by the Roman authorities for his faith in Jesus. Tradition says he was boiled in oil, but he did not die. Then He was exiled to prison on the island of Patmos, where he saw the visions of the Revelation. History says he survived to return to Ephesus, where he died a few years later. Many of the men he trained became great Christian leaders.
