Revelation - Lesson 27 - 2:13-14
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.
1. The church at Pergamos, in many ways, was a good one. They held fast to the name of Jesus Christ, and they did not deny the doctrines of the faith, which they had received from the apostles. Pergamos was a difficult place to be a Christian. The Roman Empire demanded that all people must honor the false Roman gods, but true Christians could never do that. Many of them were persecuted and killed. Jesus said that Pergamos was, at that time, the headquarters of Satan’s evil spiritual government on earth. He said that “Satan’s seat”, or throne, was there. He also said that Satan lived there! This was Satan’s hometown, and it was not an easy place to be a Christian.
2. Verse 2:13 - “even in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth.” The Bible does not give us any more details about Antipas. There are some traditional stories about him, and they may not be completely true, but it seems that he was the first pastor of this church. It is said that John the apostle personally ordained him. Antipas was put to death in about the year 92 AD, just a few years before the writing of the book of Revelation. According to the stories, he was killed in a cruel device called the Sicilian bull. This was a large, hollow, bronze statue of a bull with a door on the side. The victim was locked inside, and a fire was started under it. The person would die a horrible death as he was roasted inside the bull. The inventor of the bull placed a system of musical pipes in the bull’s head, so that the screams of the dying man would come out sounding like the roaring of an angry bull.
3. Antipas died in this terrible way because he was faithful. He did not deny the truth of God’s word, even if he had to lose his life. His personal relationship with Jesus gave him the strength to endure faithful to the end. Jesus called Antipas “My faithful martyr”. The martyrs of Christ are very good examples for us. We do not usually face the threat of death, but our faith is challenged every day. Maybe we are afraid to say that we are Christians because we are afraid that somebody might laugh at us. The example of the martyrs ought to teach us that God can help us to be faithful in any circumstances, no matter how difficult they are.
4. At some time in the early centuries of Christianity, people who respected the martyrs began to pray to them and worship them. It is very wrong for us to pray to anyone but God. Even the faithful martyrs were nothing more than sinful men. They are now in Heaven with Jesus, but they do not have any power to help us here on earth. They cannot do anything to help our prayers get to God. Only Jesus can do that. There is only one mediator between God and man - Jesus Christ. (1Tim. 2:5) People who pray to martyrs collect their bones, and call them “relics”. They display them in the great cathedrals of the world and pray in front of them. They think that the dead saints will help to answer their prayers, but they are wrong.
5. Foolish traditions and legends are invented about the different saints and martyrs. Catholics say that you should pray to saint Antipas if you have problems with your teeth. They say that an oil sometimes flowed from his bones, and they sold small bottles of this oil as a cure for physical and spiritual illnesses. True Christians do not accept any of this nonsense. It is nothing more than a “racket” that makes money by offering hope to gullible people who have serious problems. Antipas was a good man, but he can not help you today. He is dead. When we have troubles, we can come directly to God through Jesus Christ. (Eph. 2:18, John 14:6, Heb. 4:14-16, 1Pet. 3:18, 1Jn. 2:1)
6. Verse 14 - “But I have a few things against thee”. When Jesus says, “I know thy works”, that means He knows all the good, and all the bad. Many people think that if they do a lot of good things, Jesus will not pay attention to the bad things that they do. They are mistaken. In Ezekiel 33:12-17, God told the people of Israel that He was going to punish them for their sin. Some of the people were doing wrong, expecting that their previous good works would excuse their sin. God said that none of their good deeds would be remembered, and God would punish their sin. Other people had been very sinful, but they repented and did right. God said that none of their bad deeds would be remembered, and God would reward their righteousness. Jesus always notices when we do wrong, and He is not happy about our sin.
7. “Because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam”. Some people in the church at Pergamos were teaching false doctrine, and the church did not stop them. They should have been like the church at Ephesus, which did not allow anyone to teach false doctrine. They could not bear them. They tried them and found them liars. They hated the deeds of the false teachers. Unfortunately, the church at Pergamos allowed them to teach their doctrine. There were two false doctrines being taught in Pergamos. One was the doctrine of Balaam. We must review the story of the prophet Balaam in the book of Numbers, so that we may understand what his doctrine was. (Num. 22-24)
8. Moses and the Israelites wandered in the wilderness for 40 years. In the 38th year, they conquered the kings of the Amorites and of Bashan. The neighbor of these defeated kings, Balak the king of Moab, wanted to defend himself against the Israelites. He offered to give money and honor to Balaam the prophet if he would put a curse on Israel. God told Balaam not to curse Israel, but to bless them. Balaam blessed Israel three times, and prophesied that they would eventually defeat the Moabites, and their other enemies in that area. Balaam went home to Mesopotamia without receiving anything from king Balak. At this point in the story, it seems to us that Balaam is a faithful prophet who obeyed God. He appears to be a hero among Bible characters. If we don’t study the rest of the Bible, we will think that Balaam is one of the “good guys”. We need to find out what else he did later.
9. Balaam was acquainted with the true God of Israel, but he was not completely devoted to follow and obey him. He prayed to God, and God answered him, but there were some serious flaws with Balaam’s faith. We noticed the first sign of a problem when he went to God a second time to ask if he should curse Israel. God had already clearly told him not to curse them, because they were blessed. When Balak’s men came with new offers of more money and honors, Balaam already knew what God wanted him to do, but he decided to ask again. Balaam’s willingness to continue to try to go against what God had said was prompted by his love of money. The princes of Moab offered to promote him to very great honor, and to do anything that he would ask of them. Balaam’s answer revealed what was in his heart. He said, “Even if Balak would give me his house full of silver and gold, I cannot go beyond the word of the LORD my God”. Nobody offered him a house full of silver and gold. That was Balaam’s idea. He was thinking and dreaming about riches, hoping that God might change His mind, so he could get rich. We will study more about Balaam and his false doctrine, but we can already see that the love of money was an important part of what he believed.
