Lesson 3 - God created Heaven and Earth (part 1)
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson
1. There are many theories about how the Earth was formed and how life began. We will not take time in these lessons to examine all of the different theories people may have. If you are interested in studying about creation and evolution, we have some excellent books and videos for you in our library. In these lessons, we will study what God says in the Bible about the creation of the world.
2. God has never changed what He said in the Bible about the creation of the world. From the beginning of the Old Testament, all the way to the end of the New Testament, the Bible consistently tells the same story about how the world began. The Bible is not a book of myth and legend. It is a true and accurate historical record.
3. The first book of the Bible - Genesis - is the book of beginnings. It begins with a simple statement of fact, “In the beginning, God created the heaven and the earth.” (Gen. 1:1) “Create” means “to make out of nothing”. Before the beginning of the world, nothing existed, except God. 

4. If we wanted to build a house or bake a cake, we would have to collect some materials. God did not need to use any materials to make the world. (Heb 11:3 - Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear.) This seems impossible, but God can do impossible things. (Jer. 32:17 - “Ah Lord GOD! behold, thou hast made the heaven and the earth by thy great power and stretched out arm, and there is nothing too hard for thee)
5. God did not have to learn how to create the world. He knows everything. There is nothing that God does not know and understand. (Rom. 11:33-34 - “O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor?”)
6. After creation, the Earth was without form and void. (Gen. 1:2) It was in total darkness. It was covered with water. The Spirit of God “moved upon the face of the waters”. The Hebrew word for “moved” means “to tremble like an earthquake, to shake, to boil”. It shows us the vast creative power of God, the Almighty Creator of everything that exists. He is the source of all energy. He put everything into motion. The Spirit of God is mentioned here, but we know that God is a Trinity. The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit were all involved in the creation. 
7. The first day, God created light. (Gen. 1:3-5) He created light out of absolutely nothing by His word. Every time God created something, He saw that it was good. We are not capable of making something perfect, but God is perfect. He is flawless. In other words, God is Holy. He separated light from darkness. He called the light day. He called the darkness night.
8. The second day, the firmament was created. (Gen. 1:6-8) Above the firmament, or as we would call it, the atmosphere, God put part of the water from the world He had created.
9. The third day, God created the dry land, the sea, and the plant world.
10. Psalm 95:5 - The sea is his, and he made it: and his hands formed the dry land.

11. The plants God made give seeds for reproduction. If we make something, it will break or wear out, and we have to make a new one. The plants God made will continue to make new ones. God gives and maintains life.
12. God did not need plants for Himself. He is self-sufficient. He made plants and trees for people. They satisfy our physical needs: they provide us with food, produce oxygen for our air, give us lumber for construction, and many other things we need for our life.
13. God gave us plants, so we could rejoice in His love. He made the world to be not just suitable for life, but really wonderful. He made plants with an amazing variety of colors, aromas, flavors, and forms. We can see in the plants that God is a God of order, and the Great Artist.
14. When you see a drawing, remember that there is an artist who made it. When you see the beauty of plants, flowers, or other created things, remember that God is reflected in them. They did not receive their form by accident. They were created that way by God.
15. We learn about God by reading what the Bible says about Him. We also learn about Him by reading what the Bible says He has done. We can learn a lot about God by looking at the universe that He made. (Rom. 1:20)
Filll in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 4 - “God created Heaven and Earth (part 2)”.

