Lesson 17 - God Destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. After Lot left his uncle Abram, God spoke to Abram and repeated His promise to give him the promised land of Canaan. (Gen. 13:14-17) God made it clear that Lot would not inherit the promised land. He promised to give the land to Abram’s descendants. He promised that these descendants would make a great nation, as uncountable as the dust of the earth.
2. Years earlier, God had told Abram to leave his country and his kindred. (Gen. 12:1) Now that he had finally left Lot, he was obedient to God’s instructions. Sometimes we wait for God to show us what to do, when He is waiting for us to do what He has already told us to do.
3. Later, God spoke to Abram again. Abram was about 85 years old, and it seemed like it was too late for him to have children. He asked God to allow the inheritance to go to his servant Eliezer. God said no, Abram would have a son to inherit the land and become a great nation, as uncountable as the stars in the sky. Even though it seemed impossible, Abram believed God. (Gen. 15:1-6)
4. Abram’s faith in God was counted to him as righteousness. We know that Abram was a sinful man, but when he believed God, his sins were forgiven. God accepted him as if he was a righteous man without any sin. God gave him a righteousness that he himself was not able to achieve. We now know that this righteousness came from Jesus Christ, who took the sins of the whole world to the cross, took the punishment, and paid the price for them. (2 Cor. 5:21, 1 Pet. 2:24, 1 John 2:2, Heb 11:8-16)
5. God told Abram many things about the future. Only God knows the future. (Gen. 15:13-16)

6. When Abram was 99 years old, God came to him again. God changed his name from Abram (exalted father) to Abraham (father of a multitude). (Gen. 17: 1-6) God changed his wife’s name from Sarai (princess) to Sarah (mother of nations). (Gen. 17:15-16) God promised that Abraham and Sarah would have a son, even though he was already 99 years old and she was 89. This is not humanly possible, but God is  the Creator and the Giver of life. He has all power and can do anything. (Gen. 18:14)
7. God had seen many wicked things in the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. He had been patient, but they would not repent. He told Abraham that He was going to destroy the city. Abraham was fearful for his nephew Lot, who had been living in a tent near Sodom, but gradually moved closer until he was living in the city itself. 
8. God sent two angels to warn Lot and his family and to take them out of Sodom. God knew that Lot was a believer, even though he was not living like God wanted him to live.

9. Lot took the angels into his house. The wicked people of Sodom attacked Lot’s house and tried to capture Lot’s visitors. When Lot resisted them, they wanted to kill him and his family. The angels stopped the evil Sodomites by making them all blind.

10. The angels told Lot that they were about to destroy the city. They told him to warn his family and to leave before it was too late. Lot tried to warn his married children, but they would not believe him. Finally the angels had to take him by the hand and lead him out of the city, along with his wife and his two unmarried daughters. They told him to run away and not to look back. (Gen. 19:12-17)
11. God rained down fire on the cites of Sodom and Gomorrah. They were completely destroyed and all of the people were killed. This was a just and righteous punishment for their sin. God hates sin, and He will always punish sin. God always does the right thing. (Ezek. 16:49-50)

12. The angels told Lot and his family not to look back at Sodom as they were running away. Lot’s wife disobeyed. She looked back. She did not want to leave the wicked city. She preferred to live there rather than to obey God. She did not believe God. God punished her. She died there, and became a pillar of salt. (Gen. 19:24-26)
13. The fiery destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah is a warning and an example of the punishment that awaits those who will not obey and believe God. Lot was a sinful man, but he believed God, and God counted him as a righteous man. His sins were forgiven because he believed the same promises that Abraham believed. (2 Pet. 2:6-9)

14. God never changes. He still hates sin. He will certainly punish sin, but He is patient to give sinners a chance to repent and be forgiven. His patience has limits. Just as he destroyed those cites with fire, He will someday destroy this wicked world. We should remember Lot’s wife, and not focus our affections on this world. We should love God and obey Him and believe Him. God knows every person who believes in Him, and He will save them all when he destroys the wicked. (Luke 17:29-30, 32)
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 18 - “God Gave a Son to Abraham and Sarah”.
