Lesson 19 - The Sons of Isaac: Jacob and Esau
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. God told Abraham to offer Isaac as a sacrifice, but then God sent a ram as a substitute so Isaac did not have to die. God promised that Isaac would be the father of a great nation. When Isaac was 40 years old, he still had no wife or children.
2. Abraham did not want his son to marry a girl from the land of Canaan, where the people worshipped false gods. He sent a servant back to the homeland of his relatives to find a suitable wife for Isaac. He found a good girl named Rebekah who was willing to come to Canaan and marry Isaac. She believed in the one true God.

3. Rebekah did not have children for 20 years after they were married. Isaac prayed for his wife, and God answered his prayer. Rebekah gave birth to twin boys, named Esau and Jacob. (Gen. 25:19-26)
4. Esau was a skillful hunter who spent his time outdoors. He was the favorite son of his father. Jacob was a gentle and quiet man who spent his time indoors. He was the favorite son of his mother.
5. Isaac taught his sons about the promises of God. He told them how God had promised Adam that someday God would send a man to free them from the power of sin and Satan. He told them that God had promised to make a great nation of his descendants. He told them how the promised Saviour would be one of his descendants.

6. Although the boys were twins, Esau was born first, so he should have been the one to inherit the blessings of the promise. Esau did not care about the promises of God. One day when he was hungry, he sold his birthright to Jacob for a bowl of food. He did not believe God, like his grandfather Abraham and his father Isaac did. He was like Cain, who did not try to please God in the right way. Esau loved the material things of this world more than he loved the spiritual things of God.
7. Jacob believed the promises of God. He knew he was a sinner, and he knew how to come to God with an animal sacrifice that pictured the punishment for sin. God blessed Jacob. 

8. Esau hated his brother, Jacob, and wanted to kill him. Jacob left his home to live far away with his uncle’s family. As he traveled alone, he stopped to sleep one night in the mountains.
9. While he was sleeping, God spoke to him in a dream. In those days, there was no Bible, so God sometimes spoke to people in dreams. Today, He speaks to us through the Bible.

10. In the dream, Jacob saw a ladder that went up from the earth all the way up to God in Heaven. This was a picture of the promised Saviour, Jesus Christ, who would make a way for people to come to God. (Gen. 28:10-13)
11. There is a great separation between us and God. We cannot reach God by our own efforts. No matter how much good we do, we are still sinful, and we are not good enough to reach all the way to God. God is the only One Who can make a way for us to come to Him. 
12. Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden could come openly to God until they sinned. Then their fellowship with God was broken. There was a separation between them and God. They tried to come to him with fig leaf aprons, but their efforts were not good enough. God killed animals to picture the punishment for sin. He promised to send them a Saviour. When they believed Him, and came to Him in faith, He could accept them. 
13. Cain and Abel were born separated from God. Abel came to God in faith with a sacrifice, and God accepted him. Cain tried to come to God with his own good works, and God would not accept him. We can only come to God in the way that God has made for us. We can not come to him our own way.
14. Jesus Christ said “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6) The ladder in Jacob’s dream is a picture of Jesus. The only way we will ever get up to Heaven is by coming in faith to Jesus Christ. There is no other way. We may be sincere and dedicated, but if we are not on the right way, we will not reach our desired destination of Heaven.

15. God showed Jacob that there is a way to come to God. Jacob believed God, and God accepted him. Jacob lived for many more years after this dream, but the Bible tells us he went to Heaven when he died.
16. God repeated the promises He had made to Abraham and Isaac. Now Jacob knew that the promised Saviour would be one of his descendants. Abraham was already dead, but God had not forgotten His promises. God always keeps His word. (Gen. 28:13-15)

17. 40 years later, Jacob returned to the promised land of Canaan. He had 12 sons. The 11th son, Joseph, was Jacob’s favorite. The older brothers hated him. God gave Joseph dreams and showed him that he would one day be the leader of the family. The older brothers hated him even more. They captured Joseph and secretly sold him to be a slave in Egypt. We will learn more about Joseph in our next lesson. (Gen. 37:3-28)
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 20 - “Joseph”.
