Lesson 24 - God Prepares Israel for the 10 Commandments
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. God used many miracles to bring his chosen people, the Israelites, out of Egypt and across the Red Sea. He led them forward with a pillar of cloud and fire. He brought them to a mountain called Sinai, also called Horeb. This was the same place where Moses had seen the burning bush. God had told Moses that the people would serve God on this mountain. (Ex. 19:1-2, 3:1,12) We can always depend on God to do what He says He will do.
2. God told Moses to tell the people that He wanted to make a covenant with them. He promised to bless them and make them His special nation if they would obey Him and follow His commandments. The people answered that they would obey God in everything that He said. (Ex. 19: 3-8)
3. Perhaps the people forgot how sinful they had been. They had doubted God when the Egyptian army had trapped them at the Red Sea. They had complained against God when there was no food or water. They had been proud and stubborn when Moses told them to trust God to take care of them. They had talked about killing Moses and returning to Egypt.
4. The people were too proud to admit how sinful they really were. They thought they were good enough to please God with their good works. They were like Cain, who brought his best things to God and expected that God would accept him. They should have told God, “We are unworthy sinners, and we cannot be perfect, no matter how hard we try.”
5. God’s law demands complete obedience. He gave 10 commandments. It was not enough to obey 8 or 9 of them. If somebody disobeyed even one of the commandments, they were guilty. The punishment was death.

6. God knew that the people would not obey His law. He knew that very soon they would sin against Him. Why did He give them a law if He knew they could not keep it? They were proud and thought that they were good enough to come to God. He needed to show them how sinful they were.

7. God is holy. He never does wrong. His commandments are a reflection of His holiness. They show us what God is like. They give us a way to compare ourselves to Him, so we can see how sinful we are. They are like a mirror, to show us what we are really like. They are like an x-ray, to show what is hidden inside of us.
8. God’s law is supposed to make us realize how hopeless we are. It helps us to stop trusting in ourselves, so that we will turn to God and trust in Him. 
9. Example: If a swimmer is drowning, he needs a lifeguard to save him. As long as the swimmer insists that he can save himself, the lifeguard will not be able to help him. He will keep trying to save himself, and will not let the lifeguard save him. When the swimmer gives up hope of saving himself, he will accept the help of the lifeguard, and can be saved.

10. God told Moses that He was going to speak to him on the mountain. The people would hear God’s voice and know that God had spoken, and not just Moses. They would see how powerful and holy He is. God told Moses to set up barriers around the mountain to keep the people away. Anyone who came to the mountain would be killed. (Ex. 19:9-13)
11. God is absolutely holy. He cannot accept anything less than perfection. Nothing sinful can come to him. Even one sin is enough to separate us from God. Adam and Eve were separated from God the very first time they sinned. The punishment for any sin is death.

12. Moses brought the people to the edge of the mountain. God spoke to them. He came with thunder, lightning, smoke, fire, an earthquake, and a loud voice like a trumpet. (Ex. 19:16-19) The people were very afraid. They saw that God is all powerful, a God that hates sin and will punish sinners. They might have remembered how this same holy God destroyed the whole world with a flood, and how He destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah with fire. The same holy God destroyed Egypt with terrible plagues.
13. God gave the people His commandments. If a person breaks even one of the commandments, he is guilty of breaking the whole law. (James 2:10) The punishment for sin is death. (Romans 6:23)
14. Like a mirror, the law shows us where we are dirty. The mirror does not make us clean, but it shows us that we need soap and water. Like an x-ray, the law shows us that we are sick. The x-ray does not heal us, but it shows us that we need a doctor to treat us.
15. Often we are told that God will weigh our good works against our bad works, and if we do enough good works, God will accept us. This is a lie of Satan. The truth is, even one sin is enough to condemn us to Hell forever, no matter how many good things we have done. God is a righteous judge. No honest judge would let a murderer go free because he had done some good deeds. A righteous judge must demand the punishment for breaking the law.

16. We cannot hope to be good enough for God to accept us. We have sinned, and sin must be punished. Our only hope is to find a worthy substitute to accept our punishment for us. Jesus Christ came to die for our sins, and He is our only hope of salvation. 

Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 25 - “God gives the 10 Commandments”.
