Lesson 26 - The Tabernacle
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. God led the people of Israel to Mount Sinai. He spoke to them from the mountain and gave them the 10 commandments. God wrote the commandments on two tables of stone and gave them to Moses. (Ex. 24:12)
2. Moses was on the mountain with God for 40 days. God gave him many other rules and commandments that Israel needed to obey. The nation of Israel would be different than any other nation. God Himself would be their King. If they would obey His laws, He would protect them and provide for them.
3. God knew that the people were sinful, and would not always obey His laws. The punishment for disobedience was death. God loved His people and did not want to destroy them. He made a way for sinful people to come back to Him and be forgiven. 

4. God told the Israelites to build a tabernacle. This was a portable building, like a tent, where God’s special presence would live. Of course, God is always everywhere, but He asked them to make a dedicated place for Him among the people. When the people sinned, they could come to the tabernacle and do certain things to find forgiveness. (Ex. 25:1-8)
5. The Tabernacle had to be built exactly according to God’s instructions. Remember that Cain tried to come to God without following the instructions. God did not accept him. Noah followed God’s detailed instructions, and God saved him. Anyone who wants to come to God must come the way God says. We cannot come to Him our own way. (Ex. 25:9)

6. Because the Israelites were traveling to their promised land, the Tabernacle had to be portable. It was made of many parts that were small enough to be carried as they traveled. The materials, like animal skins, wood, and metal, were durable enough to be outside. The tents where the people lived were made of similar materials.
7. The tabernacle had two rooms. The first room was called the holy place. It was set aside for God. Sinners are separated from God. Nobody could enter this room, except for the priests, who came in at certain times according to God’s instructions. The second room was called the holy of holies. This was the place where God’s presence lived. Nobody could go in there except the high priest, who went in only once a year, according to God’s instructions. 
8. There was a thick veil (curtain) that separated the holy of holies from the holy place. This reminded the people that sin had separated them from God. (Ex. 26: 31-33)

9. God told Moses to build a special box, called the ark of the covenant. It was made of wood and covered with gold. The ark was placed in the holy of holies, behind the veil. The stone tables with the 10 commandments were placed inside the ark.

10. God told Moses to make a solid gold “mercy seat” and put it on top of the ark. The mercy seat was the most important part of the tabernacle. It was the place where God would live among the people and be merciful to them. Mercy means “God’s care for sinners, giving them a way to not be punished for their sins, even though they deserve punishment”. (Ex. 25:10-11, 17, 21-22)
11. God told Moses to make two golden cherubims (angels) , one on each side of the mercy seat.  (Ex. 25:18-20) 
12. The open area around the tabernacle was called the court. It was enclosed by a wall made of pillars and hangings. In the court was an altar made of wood covered with brass. (Ex. 27:9-18, 1-2)

13. When a person wanted to come to God and ask forgiveness for sin, he had to bring an animal sacrifice to the tabernacle. It had to be a male without blemish. He placed his hand on the animal’s head to show that he was a sinner who deserved to die like the animal. He asked God to accept the sacrifice as a substitute for him. The animal was killed, the blood was sprinkled around the altar, and the body was burned on the altar. (Lev. 1:1-11)
14. Bloodshed (death) is the only proper punishment for sin. (Rom. 6:23, Heb. 9:22) Can animal sacrifices pay for sin? No! (Heb. 10:4) They were a lesson to teach Israel about the consequences of sin, and about the complete sacrifice that Jesus would make on the cross. He promised to be patient and not punish them as long as they would continue to bring the sacrifices as He commanded. He accepted them because of their faith. They showed their faith by obeying His instructions.
15. God said that Aaron, the brother of Moses, would be the high priest. Aaron’s sons would be priests. (Ex. 28:1) Only the high priest could go behind the veil into the holy of holies. If anybody else went in, he would die. The high priest could only go in once a year, on the day of atonement. He could not go in unless he brought the blood of the sacrifice and sprinkled it on the mercy seat. (Lev. 16:2-3)
16. The Israelites built the tabernacle just as God commanded. God’s presence entered the tabernacle. The people camped around the tabernacle according to their tribes. The pillar of cloud and fire stayed above the tabernacle until He wanted them to move. When the cloud began to move, the people took the tabernacle apart and carried it, following the cloud wherever God led them.
17. We are all sinners, like the Israelites were. We can only come to God and be forgiven if we come the way He tells us to. We do not have to build a tabernacle or bring animal sacrifices. We learn about these things because they are pictures of Jesus Christ, Who died on the cross and rose again to pay the price for all our sins. If we believe, and with an attitude of repentance accept His sacrifice as the payment for our sins, He will forgive our sins and accept us into eternal life. (Is. 53:4-6, Jn. 1:29, Rom. 10:9-10, Jn. 3:16)
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 27 - “Israel did not trust God”.
