Lesson 27 - Israel did not trust God
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. The people of Israel built a tabernacle just as God commanded them. God’s presence came down among them and dwelt in the tabernacle. God took care of his people, giving them food and water every day.
2. The pillar of cloud began to move, so the Israelites packed up the tabernacle and traveled towards the promised land of Canaan, following the cloud. They came to a place called Kadesh-Barnea, which is on the border of the land of Canaan.

3. The people who lived in Canaan were very wicked. They worshipped false gods. God decided to destroy them, just as He had destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, and just as He had destroyed the whole world with a flood. God is holy and just. He always does the right thing. 

4. God does not like to destroy sinful people. He would rather that they repent of their sins and come to Him for forgiveness. He is loving and patient. When they do not repent, God is right to punish them. He has promised to punish all who will not repent. (2Pet. 3:9, Lk. 13:3)
5. God promised to give the land of Canaan to the nation of Israel. He led them from Egypt to Mount Sinai to Kadesh-Barnea. He told Moses to choose 12 men, one from each of the 12 tribes of Israel. These men were supposed to “spy out the land”. They were supposed to go into the land, look at it, and come back with a report of what the land and the people were like. (Num. 13:1-20)
6. The spies returned and said that the land was very good. It was fruitful. They said it flowed with milk and honey. Then they said that the people who lived there were very strong. They lived in strong cities, and had gigantic men of war. 10 of the 12 spies said that the people of the land were too strong to be defeated. The Israelites became fearful and discouraged. They did not want to go into the promised land and fight such powerful enemies. They talked about returning to Egypt. (Num. 13:23-14:4)
7. The people forgot that God can do anything. God had done so many miracles for them that they should have known He could help them defeat the Canaanites. They did not believe that God would do what He promised to do. They acted as if they thought God was a liar.
8. Two of the spies, Joshua and Caleb, tried to encourage the people. They said, “Let’s go! We can do it! God will help us! Don’t rebel against God! Don’t be afraid!” The people did not listen to Joshua and Caleb. They wanted to kill them. (Num. 14:6-10)

9. God was angry because the people did not believe. His glory appeared in the tabernacle. He told Moses that He wanted to destroy them. Moses prayed for the people and asked God not to kill them. God was merciful. He did not kill them, but He said that they would not be able to go into the promised land yet. All of them who did not want to go would have to live in the wilderness until they died. Their children would have to wait forty more years before they could inherit the promised land. (Num. 14:10-35)

10. The 10 spies who discouraged the people died of a plague. The faithful spies, Joshua and Caleb, lived. God would allow them to live to enter the promised land 40 years later. (Num. 14:36-38)

11. After they had lived in the wilderness for a while, they ran out of water. The people began to complain. They did not trust God. They did not ask Him for water. God had done so many things for them to show that He could take care of them, but they still would not believe in Him. (Num. 20:1-5)
12. Moses prayed for water. God told him to speak to the rock, and water would come out. Moses was so angry with the people that he hit the rock instead of speaking to it. God gave the water, but Moses disobeyed God’s instructions. God punished him. Moses would not be allowed to go into the promised land. (Num. 20:6-12)
13. Another time, when they were traveling in the wilderness, they had no food or water. Did they trust in God? No, they complained again. God was angry. He sent poisonous serpents to bite them and punish them. Many people died. There was no way they could escape or save themselves. (Num. 21:4-6)

14. The people admitted that they had sinned and asked Moses to pray for them. God told Moses to make a serpent of brass and put it up on a pole. If anyone who had been bitten by a serpent would just look at the brazen serpent, God would heal him. (Num. 21:7-9)
15. This is a good Old Testament picture of the plan of Salvation. The serpent (Satan) has bitten the human race with his poison of sin. We are dying and we cannot save ourselves. Jesus Christ took our sins and was lifted up on the cross to be punished. He became a substitute for sinful men. If we will look to Jesus in faith, we will live forever. (2Cor. 5:21, Jn. 3:14-16)
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 28 - “Israel in the Promised Land”.
