Lesson 28 - Israel in the Promised Land
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. God brought the nation of Israel out of Egypt and across the Red Sea with miraculous power. He gave them His commandments and led them to the border of the promised land of Canaan. The people refused to go into the land because they would not believe God. They spent 40 years living in the wilderness, until all of the older generation died.
2. When Moses died, God told Joshua to lead the Israelites over the Jordan river and into the promised land. (Josh. 1:1-2) God had kept His promises, even though the people often complained and were afraid and unbelieving. (Josh. 23:14) The Israelites had to fight many battles to take possession of the land, but God gave them victory.
3. Many years after Joshua was dead, the people began to stop believing and obeying God. They started to worship the false gods that the people of Canaan had worshipped. God punished them by allowing other nations to defeat them and to rule over them. (Judges 2:7-15)
4. When Israel repented and admitted their sins to God, He would forgive them. Then He would send them a leader, called a “judge”, who would lead the people to trust God and defeat their enemies. As long as the people followed the judge, they would have peace and prosperity. When the judge was gone, the people would forget God again and worship idols until God punished them again. This was repeated over and over again for hundreds of years. (Judges 2:16-19)
5. God never stopped loving and caring for Israel, even though He had to punish them many times for their disobedience. He promised to send a Savior to the world through the nation of Israel, so He would not let them go away from Him to other gods. He also wanted to use Israel to give the Bible to the world, so that all of us could learn about God and be saved.
6. God had a special plan for Israel. He Himself would be their King, and as long as they followed Him, He would give them wise judges. For hundreds of years, this plan continued. Then the people demanded a human king, like other nations had. God gave them kings, starting with Saul. Some of these kings were good and godly, but many of them were wicked and followed false gods.
7. The greatest and best known of all the kings of Israel was David. He truly trusted God and followed Him with all his heart. He was not perfect. The Bible tells us that he was a sinful man, but he repented and followed God’s instructions by bringing a blood sacrifice. He trusted God’s promise to send a Savior. God forgave his sins, and he was saved through faith, just like Abel, Noah, Abraham, and Moses were.
8. King David was also a prophet. God used him to write many psalms (songs) which are part of the Bible. They are God’s words, but David wrote them down. Before he became king, David was a simple shepherd. Some of his psalms talk about how God cares for His people like a shepherd cares for his sheep. God uses this example in other places in the Bible to show how sinners are like lost sheep that need a Good Shepherd to save them from destruction and lead them on the right path. Jesus Christ said that He is the Good Shepherd who gave His life for his sheep.
9. David was a rich king. He built himself a beautiful palace. Then he noticed that the house of God, the tabernacle, was only a tent that was hundreds of years old. David loved God and wanted to build a beautiful new temple for Him. God was pleased with David’s love, but He did not want David to build a temple. God said that David’s son would build the temple. Then God gave David a wonderful promise. He said that one of David’s descendants would be the great Savior and King. This was a continuation of the promise God had made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. (2Sam. 7:1-17)
10. David spent the rest of his life collecting materials to build the temple. His son Solomon became the next king. Solomon built a wonderful temple in Jerusalem as a place for the people to bring their sacrifices when they sinned. Like the tabernacle, it had a holy place and a holy of holies, closed up with a thick veil. Nobody was allowed to go beyond the veil except the high priest, who could only go in once a year with the blood of sacrifice according to God’s instructions. The veil is a symbol of the separation between God and man because of sin. (1Chr. 22:5-11, 2Chr. 2:1, 5:1)
11. When Solomon’s temple was finished, God’s presence came down and dwelt there. The people followed God’s instructions, and showed their faith by bringing sacrifices. This was their way of showing that they were sinners, worthy of death. They asked God to accept the death of a substitute in their place. The animal sacrifices could not take away sin. They had to be brought every day, year after year. They all pointed to the perfect sacrifice of Jesus Christ, the descendant of David.
12. When Solomon died, there was an argument about who should be king, and the nation was divided into two kingdoms. The northern kingdom, called Israel, had 10 tribes, and the southern kingdom, called Judah, had 2 tribes.

Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 29 - “God Spoke to Israel Through the Prophets”.
