Lesson 30 - God Foretold the Births of John and Jesus
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. We have been studying the Bible history of the nation of Israel. They descended from Abraham, spent 400 years in Egypt, left Egypt with Moses, crossed the Red Sea on dry ground, refused to go into the promised land, wandered in the wilderness for 40 years, entered the promised land with Joshua, were led first by judges, then by kings. Their greatest king was David. The kingdom split into two parts. The northern part was defeated by Assyria. The southern part was defeated by Babylon. After 70 years, some Jews came back from Babylon to Jerusalem and rebuilt the temple. The Jews were conquered by the Greeks, and then by the Romans.

2. God spoke to the people during all these years through special men called prophets. Many of them were used to write books of the Old Testament. Many of them foretold the coming of the Messiah, the great Savior, Who would save the world from the power of sin and Satan. The last Old Testament prophet was Malachi. God told him that another prophet would come before the Messiah came. This prophet’s mission would be to prepare the people for the coming of the Messiah.
3. After Malachi, there were no more prophets for about 400 years. Some people call this time “the years of silence”. God did not send His people any prophets, but He was still working with them and preparing to keep His promises. Finally God was ready to fulfill the promise He had made in the garden of Eden. He was ready to send a man, the “seed of the woman”, who would “bruise the head of the serpent”. This part of the story is very dramatic, with many interesting characters. This begins the New Testament, which, like the Old Testament, is the word of God.
4. Zacharias was a priest who took his turn working in the temple. It was his job to burn incense on the altar in the holy place. He and his wife Elisabeth trusted God and believed His word. They had no children, and they were already quite old. They brought their sacrifices for sin to the temple, as God commanded in the law of Moses. God accepted them because of their faith. (Lk. 1:5-9)
5. One day Zacharias went into the temple to burn incense. An angel appeared to him and told him that he and his wife were going to have a son, and they should name him John. The angel said that John would become a great and good man. He would be the prophet that would come to prepare the way for the Messiah, as promised in the book of Malachi. God knows all about us, even before we are born. The angel said that the coming Savior would be “the Lord”. This Messiah, Who was coming to save the world, would not just be a man. He would be God Himself in the form of a man. (Lk. 1:10-17, Mal. 3:1)
6. As God promised, Elisabeth soon was expecting a son. At her age, this was only possible because of a miracle of God. In those days, it was considered shameful to have no children. She was happy and she gave thanks to God for giving her a son in her old age. (Lk. 1:24-25)
7. A few months later, God sent an angel to Nazareth, a town in a different part of Israel. The angel appeared to a young virgin girl named Mary. He told her that God had chosen her to have a Son, Who would be the promised Messiah. Mary was an ordinary girl, a sinner like everyone else, but she believed God. Her Son was to be named Jesus, which means “Savior”. (Lk. 1:26-31)

8. The angel told Mary some wonderful things about this coming Son. He would be the natural born Son of Mary, but He would not have a human father. He would be the supernaturally conceived Son of God. Jesus was not just the Son of God, He Himself is Almighty God. This fact was foretold by the prophet Isaiah about 600 years before Jesus came. (Lk. 1:32-33, Is. 9:6)

9. When we first started these lessons, we learned that God is a Trinity. Although He is one God, He exists as three persons, God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. God is a Spirit, without a physical body. Jesus, God the Son, came into the world in a human body to become the Savior. He became a man, but unlike all other men, He did not have any sin at all. He came in the form of a baby, God and man in one body. He was the “seed of the woman” that God had promised in the garden of Eden. Because Mary was a Jew, Jesus was also the “seed of Abraham” that God had promised. (Gen. 3:15, 28:14)
10. The angel told Mary that Jesus would become the King of Israel. Mary was a direct descendant of king David, so Jesus was also the promised “seed of David”. When Jesus becomes the King, His kingdom will last forever, just as God promised to David. (2 Sam. 7:12-17)
11. Mary did not understand how she could have a child, because she was pure and not yet married. The angel said that it would be a miracle of the Holy Spirit. Jesus did not have a human father. He was the only begotten Son of God. All other men are descendants of Adam, and they all inherited Adam’s sinful nature. Because of His virgin birth, Jesus was born without Adam’s sin. (Lk. 1:34-35)
12. Mary was Elisabeth’s cousin. John was born 6 months before Jesus. (Lk. 1:36-38)

13. The virgin birth of Jesus was physically impossible. It was a supernatural miracle of God. The birth of John to old parents was practically impossible. It was also a miracle of God. God is not limited by the physical laws of the universe, like we are. He created the physical laws. He is above them. He can do impossible things. He created Adam out of dust. He is the giver of all life.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 31 - “God Begins to Fulfill His Promises”.
