Lesson 31 - God Begins to Fulfill His Promises
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. God always keeps His promises. No matter how impossible it seems, or how long it may take, every one of His promises will come true.
2. God gave a son to Zacharias and Elisabeth, even though they were very old. They named him John, as God had told them. (Lk. 1:57)

3. Zacharias believed in God’s promise to send a Savior, Who would save the world from the power of sin and Satan. The Spirit of God told him that the Savior would come very soon. The promised “seed of the woman”, the “seed of Abraham”, was about to be born. John would be the prophet to prepare the way for the coming of the Savior, “the Lord”. (Lk. 1:67-79, Gen. 3:15, Gen. 12:3)
4. God Himself is the great Savior. He saved Noah from the flood, Isaac from the sacrifice, Lot from Sodom, and Joseph from prison. He saved Israel from slavery in Egypt, from Pharaoh’s army at the Red Sea, and from death in the wilderness. (Is. 43:11)
5. People like to think that they are strong, wise, and in control. Satan wants us to be confident in ourselves. The unpleasant truth is that we are all sinners, hopelessly lost and unable to save ourselves. We are condemned to everlasting punishment in Hell. We need a Savior that will rescue us from our sin.
6. Zacharias prophesied that the Savior would come as the sunrise to us, who are in darkness, and would guide us to the way of peace and forgiveness of sin. He would give us the light so that we could see the way of Salvation. When you are lost, the light can show you where you are, and which way you need to go. Just as there is only one sun, there is only one Savior. (Lk. 1:77-79)
7. John lived in the desert until it was time for him to begin preaching. He was a sinful man, but he believed God, and trusted in the promise of a coming savior. It would be his job to tell the people that the Savior had finally come. (Lk. 1:80)

8. Jesus, the coming Savior, had to meet many qualifications in order to fulfill all the promises that God had made for 4000 years. He had to be a descendant of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and David. (Write Mt. 1:1 on the prophecy chart next to Isaiah 9:7) He had to fit all the descriptions of the prophets.

9. Many of the prophecies in the Old Testament had double meanings. They were talking about something that happened back then, but they also had a message about something that would happen in the future. Often it was not clear exactly what would happen, but after it happened, you could clearly see how God had foretold it in the prophecies. Sometimes the prophets themselves did not completely understand what they were writing about. They just wrote the words that God gave them. (1Pet. 1:10-12)
10. Hundreds of years before Jesus was born, the prophets told many things about what He would be like, what He would do, and what would happen to Him. Every one of these details came to pass.
11. Jesus is also called “the Christ”, which means “the anointed One”. This means He was specially chosen by God to perform a certain mission. Another form of this same name is “the Messiah”.

12. As the Messiah, Jesus has three special roles in God’s plan of salvation. He is a prophet, who came to tell us the way of Salvation from sin, Satan, and Hell. He is a priest, who offered the blood of the sacrifice as a payment for sin. He is a king, who will someday rule over all the nations of the world.

Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 32 - “God Sent the Promised Savior – Jesus Christ”.
