Lesson 32 - God Sent the Promised Savior – Jesus Christ
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. The greatest problem in all of history is the problem of man’s sin, which separates him from God, his Creator. The greatest story in all of history is the great plan that God devised to overcome the power of sin. This plan centers around a great Savior that would come to defeat Satan. The greatest event in all of history is the coming of the Savior, Jesus Christ. All history before His coming was preparation for His coming. All history since His coming is a result of what He did when He came. Historians were right to label all historical dates as “B. C.” (before Christ) and “A. D.” (Latin anno Domini - “the year of our Lord”). It would be right to say that all history is “His - story”.
2. We learned in lesson 30 that an angel told Mary she was going to have a Son. This was disturbing news to her, because she was a virgin - morally pure and not yet married. The angel said that her Son would not have a human father. He would be the one and only virgin born Son of God. She believed God’s message, but she knew that people would not understand. She knew that everyone would assume she had been immoral. (Lk. 1:34-35)
3. Although Mary was not married, she was engaged to be married to a good man named Joseph. Soon it became obvious that Mary was expecting a baby. Joseph knew that the baby was not his. It was natural for him to assume that Mary had been unfaithful to him. Under Jewish law, he could have demanded that she be publicly disgraced and even put to death. Joseph was a kind man, so he decided to break their engagement quietly. (Mt. 1:18-19)
4. God did not want Joseph to leave Mary. God wanted His Son, Jesus, to live in a home with a good stepfather. He wanted Mary to have a good husband to help her. Joseph was a sinful man, as we all are, but he believed God and trusted in Him for salvation. God sent an angel to Joseph, who explained that the Baby was the Son of God. He told Joseph not to be afraid to take Mary as his wife. He told Joseph to name the baby “Jesus”, which means “Savior”. The angel said that Jesus would save His people from their sins. (Mt. 1:20-23)
5. We learned that the Old Testament prophets foretold some details about the coming Savior. The prophet Isaiah said that the Savior would be born of a virgin. (Write Mt. 1:18-25 on the prophecy chart next to Isaiah 7:14) This was a promise of God, and He always keeps His word.
6. Because Jesus was God Himself, coming to earth in a human body, He had many other descriptive names in the Bible. The name “Emmanuel” in Isaiah 7:14 means “God with us”. This is another name for Jesus, because He was Almighty God, but he came in the form of a baby to live among us in this world. Remember that God is a Trinity. Jesus is God the Son.

7. Joseph believed the angel’s message from God. He took Mary to be his wife, even though people thought she was a bad woman. He took care of her and kept her pure until Jesus was born. They trusted God together. (Mt. 1:24-25)
8. Although Joseph and Mary lived in Nazareth, God used a taxation in the Roman empire to move them to Bethlehem just before Jesus was born. This was foretold by the prophet Micah. (Write Mt. 2:1 on the prophecy chart next to Micah 5:2)
9. Some wise men came to Jerusalem from the east. God had shown them some kind of a sign in the stars and helped them to understand that a new King was born in Israel. They came to Herod, the Roman king of Judea, and asked to see the new King. They said they wanted to worship the new King. Only God may be worshipped. Somehow they understood that this new King was God come down to earth. (Mt. 2:1-2)
10. King Herod was disturbed to hear about a new King. He did not want anybody to take his place. He asked the Jewish scholars about the Old Testament prophecies. They told him that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem. The wise men went to Bethlehem and found Jesus. They worshipped Him and gave Him gifts. (Mt. 2:3-11)
11. Herod wanted to kill the new King. He expected the wise men to tell him where to find Jesus. God warned the wise men to go back home without telling Herod where Jesus was. Herod decided to kill all the babies in Bethlehem. God warned Joseph to leave Bethlehem and to take Mary and Jesus to Egypt for safety. They stayed in Egypt until Herod was dead, then they went back to Nazareth. (Mt. 2:12-23) This was foretold by the prophet Hosea. (Write Mt. 2:13-15 on the prophecy chart next to Hosea 11:1)
12. Jesus grew up in Nazareth in the home of Mary and Joseph. He never sinned, because he did not inherit the sin nature of Adam. He was a perfect human being and the holy Son of God. He was God and man together in one person. (Lk. 2:39-40) (Is. 11:1-5) (Write Lk. 2:52 on the prophecy chart next to Is. 11:2)
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 33 - “John the Baptist”.
