Lesson 37 - Jesus Reveals His Divine Nature
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. When Jesus was about 30 years old, He went to John the Baptist and was baptized. Then He went into the desert to be tempted by Satan, and He defeated him. Then Jesus began to teach and preach in public. He healed sick people. Large crowds of people came to hear Him. Some came just because they were curious. Some came to be healed physically. Some thought that He would be a king of Israel to fight against the Romans. Others came just to see if He would make a mistake and become a failure. They were not looking for the truth. They were just jealous that Jesus was becoming famous. They thought that if they could bring Him down, other people would look up to them.
2. Jesus went to the town of Capernaum and taught in a house. So many people came to hear Him that the house was full, and nobody else could get in. When Jesus spoke to the people, He taught them the Word of God. We follow His example when we teach the Bible. When we study the Bible, we are learning the same things that Jesus taught. (Mk. 2:1-2)

3. A man in Capernaum was sick of the palsy. He could not walk, and he could not do anything to help himself. None of the doctors or experts could heal him. His friends could not make him well. His helpless physical condition reminds us of the helpless spiritual condition of the entire human race. When we are born into this world, we are separated from God, and there is nothing that we ourselves can do about it. No doctor or priest or friend can do anything to save us from the power of sin and Satan. (Mk. 2:3)

4. Four of the man’s friends wanted to help him. They carried him in a small bed to the house where Jesus was teaching and healing people. The house was so crowded, that they could not get in to see Jesus, but they did not give up. They went up onto the flat roof, and opened up a hole! They let their sick friend down through the hole, so that he could get to Jesus. (Mk. 2:4)
5. Jesus saw that they believed in Him. Because of their faith, He told the sick man that his sins were forgiven. Some of the scribes who were there thought it was wrong for Jesus to say that He was forgiving the man’s sins. They were right to say that only God can forgive sins. No sinful man can forgive the sins of another. By forgiving sins, Jesus revealed that He Himself is God. They were wrong not to believe that Jesus is God. (Mk. 2:5-7)

6. Jesus not only forgave the man’s sins, He also healed him physically. Because He is God, He had the power to solve the man’s spiritual and physical problems. The scribes did not believe in Him, even though He proved Who He was. (Mk. 2:8-12)
7. Jesus saw a man named Levi collecting taxes. Tax collectors were dishonest people who were traitors to their own people. Jesus said to Levi, “Follow Me.” Levi repented of his sins, believed in Jesus, and followed Him. He became one of the 12 apostles of Jesus, and he is also known as Matthew. Many years later, God used him to write the first book of the New Testament. The words are God’s, but Matthew wrote them down. (Mk. 2:13-14)
8. Levi had a big meal at his house and invited many other tax collectors and other sinful people. He wanted them to meet Jesus. The “holy” scribes and Pharisees thought it was wrong that Jesus would eat with sinners. They thought they were better than other people, and would not even eat with them. They would not admit that they were sinners. Jesus told them that just as a doctor helps the sick, not the healthy; He came to save sinners who will repent, not “righteous” people who are too proud to admit their sin. (Mk. 2:15-17) 
9. The Pharisees followed Jesus, hoping to catch Him doing something wrong. Jesus never did anything against the law of God. The Pharisees had many rules that they added to God’s word. They decided that it was wrong to heal on the sabbath day. One day a man with a withered hand came to Jesus on the sabbath day. Jesus knew that it was not wrong to heal him, and He healed him as the Pharisees watched. They became so angry and jealous that they began to make plans to destroy Jesus. (Mk. 3:1-6)
10. Jesus traveled to many places in Israel to teach and to heal people. Sometimes He had to teach the people from a boat because such large crowds came to hear Him. (Mk. 3:7-10)

11. Jesus cast out evil spirits from some of the people. These spirits cried out and called Jesus the Son of God. They recognized Him, even though the scribes and Pharisees did not. Jesus told the spirits to be quiet. His authority over the spirits shows us that He is God. He did not want people to believe in Him because of the testimony of an evil spirit. He wanted people to understand that they were sinners, and that they needed Him to save them. (Mk. 3:11-12)

12. Jesus had many disciples who followed Him and studied God’s word. Jesus chose 12 of them to be His apostles, or His special representatives. He taught them how to help Him teach the people. Most of the 12 apostles did not have much education or money. Some of them were fishermen. Levi (Matthew) the tax collector was one of them. They understood the importance of faith in Jesus. All of them believed in Him except for one – Judas Iscariot. Judas acted like a believer, but in his heart he did not truly repent and believe. Only Jesus knew that he was a hypocrite, who would some day betray Him to His enemies. (Mk. 3:13-15)

Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 38 - “Jesus Calms the Storm”.
