Lesson 39 - Jesus Feeds 5000 People
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. People work hard and spend lots of money to fulfill their physical needs, like food, clothing, shelter, and medical care. Those needs are important. It is even more important to take care of our spiritual needs.
2. Large crowds of people followed Jesus as He traveled and taught the people. Most of them were not really interested in their spiritual needs. They didn’t understand that they were sinful people who needed a Savior. They followed Jesus because He helped them with their physical needs. He healed sick people and sometimes He gave them food. (Jn. 6:1-2)
3. A man will not find any help if he studies the Bible to find worldly goods or riches. Jesus did not come to this world to make us rich. God does not promise us any worldly benefits if we trust in Jesus Christ. The real reason He came was to save us from sin, Satan, and eternal punishment in Hell.

4. Jesus went to a mountain to teach his disciples. Thousands of people followed them. It was the time of year when they celebrated the Passover feast. You remember how this feast commemorates the night when Israel came out of Egypt. It is the most important holiday of the year for Jews. A few of them celebrated from a pure heart of faith and obedience to God, but most of them just observed the day as an empty religious tradition. Many people had traveled from far places to celebrate the Passover. They were tired and hungry when they went out to find Jesus. (Jn. 6:3-4)
5. Jesus looked at all the people and knew that they were hungry. He asked Philip where they could buy bread to feed them. This question seemed to be impossible. How could they buy food for so many people? Jesus already knew what He was going to do, but He wanted Philip to show that he had faith in Him. Philip had already seen Jesus do impossible things. (Jn. 6:5-7)
6. Andrew brought a boy to Jesus who had five pieces of bread and two small fish. That was not much food for thousands of people, but Jesus took it and divided it among the disciples, and they gave it to the people. Miraculously, Jesus multiplied the food so that there was enough to feed them all as much as they could eat. They gathered up the remaining food, and there were twelve full baskets left over! Jesus can do the impossible, because He is God the Almighty Creator. (Jn. 6:7-13)
7. When the people saw what Jesus could do, they should have recognized that He was the promised Savior. He could have saved them from sin and taken care of their spiritual needs. They were more interested in taking care of their physical needs. He could feed them, and heal them, and do impossible things, so they wanted to make Him the king of Israel. They wanted Him to lead them to conquer the Roman army. Jesus left them and went up to the mountain alone. (Jn. 6:14-15)
8. The disciples got into their ship and sailed across the Sea of Galilee. In the evening, as it was getting dark, the wind began to blow, and the ship was tossed about by the waves. They were about five kilometers away from shore. Jesus walked out onto the sea all the way to their ship. He is the Creator of the sea, so He has the power to walk on it! He got into the ship and went with the disciples to the other side. (Jn. 6:16-21)
9. The next day, when the people could not find Jesus, they took ships to the other side of the sea, looking for Him. When they found Him, they asked Him how he could have crossed the sea. He told them that they were not following Him for the right reasons. They only wanted Him to give them some more food. He told them to think about their spiritual needs. They needed to be ready for eternity. (Jn. 6:22-27)
10. The people asked Him what they should do. Jesus told them to believe on the One that was sent by God. They asked Him to do another miracle, to prove that He was sent by God. They had already seen enough proof, but they wanted to see more miracles. They wanted more free bread. Jesus told them, “I am the bread of life.” (Jn. 6: 28-35)

11. Food is necessary for physical life. If you don’t take some food, your body will die. Faith in Jesus is necessary for eternal life. If you don’t accept Jesus, you will be dead spiritually. The people wanted Jesus to give them food, but they would not believe in Him. He wanted to save them, but they would not trust in Him. They wanted to see the miracles that He did, but they did not listen to the truth that He taught. God wants us to stop depending on anything else but Jesus. Any person that will believe, and will come to Jesus Christ for Salvation, will be accepted. (Jn. 6:36-37)
12. Food can satisfy you and prolong your physical life for a short while, but you will get hungry again. Jesus is the spiritual bread of life. He can satisfy your spiritual needs forever, and give you everlasting life in Heaven. Because of sin, we are separated from God, the source of life. Jesus can restore the connection to God that was broken when Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden. (Jn. 6:47-50, Ps. 107:9)
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 40 - “The False Way of the Scribes and Pharisees”.
