Lesson 41 - Jesus is the Christ
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. Children love to make up stories. Adults can also invent stories. When we think about eternity, we must find the truth, and not listen to every kind of story that people tell. There are many different religious movements in the world that people follow. People believe in so many different stories and opinions that are not true. Satan has given the world many lies, in order to turn people away from the truth of God. When we study the Bible, we learn the truth from God Himself, Who is eternal, and cannot lie.
2. Jesus asked His disciples to tell Him who the people thought He was. Some thought He was John the Baptist, risen from the dead. Some said that He was the prophet Elijah, or one of the other Old Testament prophets. Jesus clearly told people Who He was. He said He was the Savior, the Son of God. He had shown His power by doing miracles, but most people did not believe Him. (Mk. 8:27-28)

3. It is very important that we decide Who Jesus was. Was He just a good man, or a great teacher, or a prophet? Was he a liar, or was He telling the truth? It is not possible to believe just part of what Jesus said. If anything that He said was not true, Then He could not be the Holy Son of God. If He was telling the truth, then we must believe in Him, and depend on what He said. He said that He is God.
4. After the disciples talked about what other people thought about Jesus, He asked them a more important question: Whom do YOU say that I am? When you stand before God on judgment day, it will not matter what other people believe. God cannot accept you unless you believe in Jesus Christ as the only One Who can save you from your sin. (Mk. 8:29)
5. Peter was the first to answer Jesus. He said that Jesus was the Christ, the Savior that God had promised to send. In the garden of Eden, God promised to send the “Seed of the woman”. God promised Abraham and David that one of their descendants would be a great king that would bless the whole world. The prophets told of the Messiah, Who would come to save us. Jesus is the one who came as God promised. He is the great Prophet, Priest, and King.
6. Jesus told them not to tell anybody Who He was. He wanted people to believe in Him because of what He did and what He taught. God does not want us to believe something just because a man says it. He wants us to believe what the Bible says. Our faith must be built upon the Word of God. (Mk. 8:30)
7. Jesus told the disciples that He would be killed, and that He would rise from the dead three days later. He knew what would happen in the future. Only God knows the future. Many of the things that Jesus would suffer were written in the Bible hundreds of years before Jesus died. God’s word is always true. (Mk. 8:31)
8. Remember the Old Testament tabernacle? From the outside it just looked like an old tent, covered with skins, but on the inside was the shining presence of God Himself. Jesus had a human body like ours. From the outside, He looked just like us, but what He did and what He said showed us that He was different that any other man. On the inside, He was the Almighty and glorious God who created the universe. One time, Jesus showed the glory that usually was hidden in His human body.
9. Jesus took three disciples up to a mountain. He was transfigured there, so they could see some of His divine glory. His face and His clothing shone with a very bright light. (Mk. 9:2-3, Mt. 17:12)

10. Two men from the Old Testament, Moses and Elijah, appeared with Jesus and began to talk with Him. Elijah had gone to Heaven 850 years before this. He had never died, because God took him up directly to Heaven. Moses had gone to Heaven 1400 years before this when he died. Both of these men had been living in Heaven with God for hundreds of years. Believers will live eternally with God. (Mk. 9:4)
11. Moses and Elijah talked with Jesus about how He would soon die at Jerusalem. (Lk. 9:30-31)

12. A cloud covered the mountain. God the Father spoke to the disciples and told them two important things: “This is my beloved Son.” and “Hear ye Him.” God wants us to know Who Jesus is, and He wants us to listen to Him and believe and do what He says. God does not speak to us these days with a voice from the sky. He speaks to us through His book, the Bible. He wants us to believe what we read in the Bible. (2 Pet. 1:16-21)

Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 42 - “Jesus is the Only Way to Eternal Life”.
