Lesson 43 - Jesus Raised Lazarus from the Dead
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. This lesson will deal with a subject that people would rather not talk about. Most people don’t even want to think about it, even though it directly affects every one of us. We will talk about our health, or about our age, but we don’t like to talk about death. Jesus talked about death. The things He said should change our ideas about life and death.
2. (Jn. 11:1-6) Jesus had some close friends in the city of Bethany of Judea: Lazarus and his sisters, Mary and Martha. Jesus would stay in their house when he was in Bethany. He loved them very much. Lazarus became very sick. His sisters sent a message to Jesus. They hoped that Jesus would come and heal Lazarus.
3. Jesus did not come right away to help Lazarus. He knew what was going to happen, because He is God. He told His disciples, “This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God.” He could have healed Lazarus without even coming to him, but He waited for two days without doing anything to help. While Jesus waited, Lazarus died.
4. It might seem like Jesus did not love Lazarus and his sisters, but He really did love them. He knew that the death of Lazarus would be used to show the mighty power of God, so that people would believe in God.

5. After two days, Lazarus was dead. Jesus told His disciples that they were going back to Judea. The disciples reminded Him that the Pharisees would try to kill Him there, but Jesus knew what He should do. He was following the instructions of God the Father. Then He told the disciples that Lazarus was sleeping. They thought Lazarus was getting better, but Jesus told them that “sleeping” meant that Lazarus was dead. (Jn. 11:7-16)
6. (Jn. 11:17-24) When Jesus finally came to Bethany, Lazarus had been in the grave for four days. Martha came to meet Jesus. She said that her brother would not have died if Jesus had been there. Jesus told her that Lazarus would rise again from the dead. She thought He was talking about the resurrection at the last day. All of the dead will come to life on judgment day, when they will be judged by God. (Heb. 9:27) Some people believe in reincarnation. They think that people who die may come back as another person or an animal. This is a false idea which does not agree with the Bible. Satan wants you to think that there is no judgment and no Hell. He does not want you to repent of your sin before you die. He wants you to think there is another chance to do better in your next life.
7. Jesus said, “I am the resurrection, and the life”. (Jn. 11:25-27) He wanted Martha to understand that He was God, the only source of life. Only God can make the dead live. Those who believe in Him may die physically, but they will always continue to live with Him eternally. Martha believed in Jesus. She was different from most people who followed Jesus. They just wanted healing, or free food, or political freedom. Jesus wants us to know Him. It is much more important to know Him as our personal Savior than to know about the good things He can give to us.
8. (Jn. 11:28-35) Mary also came to meet Jesus. She was very sad about her brother’s death. She fell down weeping. Many other people were also there weeping. Jesus shared their sadness, and He wept, too. He knew that He would be able to help them, but it makes God very sad to see all the suffering and death that is caused by sin. That is why He came to this world to save us from sin. 

9. (Jn. 11:36-40) They all went together to Lazarus’ grave, which was a cave, covered by a stone. Many people said, “Couldn’t Jesus have kept this man from dying?” They did not believe in Him. Jesus told them to open the grave. Mary was shocked. She told Jesus that Lazarus had been dead for four days, and there would be an unpleasant smell. Jesus told her to believe. 
10. (Jn. 11:41-44) They took the stone away from the grave. Jesus spoke to God the Father and thanked Him for hearing Him. He wanted the people to believe that God had sent Him. Then He told Lazarus to come out of the grave. Everything that Jesus says always comes true. Lazarus came to life and came out of the grave. 
11. Many of the people who saw these things believed in Jesus. (Jn. 11:45-53) Some of them would not believe. The priests and the Pharisees did not believe. They were afraid that the people would make Jesus their king, which would make the Romans angry. They were afraid that the Romans would come and destroy Israel, and they would lose their power and their riches. They decided it would be best to try to kill Jesus. These people were following the evil influence of Satan.

12. Satan does not want you to believe in Jesus. You were born under Satan’s power. If you repent and believe in Jesus, you will be free from Satan’s power. Satan will use all the influences of this world to keep you away from Jesus. He is a liar and a murderer. Do not let him keep you from receiving the salvation of Jesus Christ. (Jn. 8:44, 3:16)
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 44 - “Jesus Blessed the Children”.
