Lesson 44 - Jesus Blessed the Children
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. Jesus traveled with His disciples, teaching people important spiritual lessons about God, life, and eternity. The disciples thought that His serious work was only for adults. Some people brought their children to Jesus, so that they could be close to Him and be blessed by Him. The disciples thought that Jesus did not have time to spend with children. They did not allow the children to come to Jesus. Jesus rebuked the disciples, and told them to let the little children come to Him. (Mk. 10:13-14)
2. Jesus loves children. He wants them to believe in His word and trust in Him. He wants to save them and take care of them. Every person is born into this world as a sinner, under the power of Satan. There is only one way of Salvation for all people, whether they are young or old. We must depend on Jesus to save us.
3. Jesus said that if a person will not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he will not enter in. (Mk. 10:15-16) A little child is very trusting. He depends upon his parents to take care of him. He completely believes what the parents say. As we grow older, we become more independent, and we trust in ourselves and take care of ourselves. This is natural, because we must become more responsible as we grow up. We become more skeptical, and do not believe what people say until we can examine the evidence for ourselves.
4. God did not make us to be independent of Him. He made us in His image, so that we could know Him, love Him, and obey Him. Because of sin, we are separated from God, and we cannot be what He wanted us to be. As sinners, we are independent and self-centered. We think that we ourselves can do everything necessary to save ourselves. Jesus taught otherwise. He came to save sinners. We must totally depend on Him, like a little child would do, or we cannot be saved.
5. Remember that Jesus said we must be born again. Just as it is impossible for us to have life without a physical birth, it is impossible for us to have spiritual life without a spiritual birth. Only God can give us new life. (Jn. 1:12-13) Only He can save us from the punishment for sin. That is the reason He sent Jesus to this world. (Jn. 3:16)
6. Since we are so independent, and want to do everything for ourselves, it is difficult for us to accept the simple truth of the Gospel. We must fully trust in Jesus and let Him save us. That is why Jesus said we must come to Him in faith as little children. Many people go to Hell simply because they do not trust what the Bible says. If a person can overcome his pride, and come to Christ as a little child, God will save Him from sin, Satan, and death.
7. A rich young man came to Jesus and asked what he should do to gain eternal life. (Mk. 10:17) He thought he had already done enough good things to be saved. He wanted Jesus to accept him because of his good works. He reminds us of Cain, who wanted God to accept him because of the good fruits he brought. God did not accept Cain. He can never accept our good works, because we are sinful.
8. (Mk. 10:17-18) Jesus reminded the youth that only God is good. None of us are good enough to deserve salvation, because none of us are perfect, like Jesus was. Jesus told him that he would have to keep the law to deserve Salvation. The young man wanted to know how much of the law he would have to keep. Jesus mentioned some of the commandments, and the man said he had kept those. 
9. (Mk. 10:20) Jesus showed him that he had broken at least one of God’s laws, because he loved his money too much to give it away when God told him to. His money was an idol to him. His sin was not visible to others, but God saw the sin in his heart. (Heb. 4:12, 1Jn. 3:15, Mt 5:28) If you break any of God’s laws in any way, you are guilty and worthy to be punished. (James 2:10) No matter how much good we may do, it can never be enough to earn Salvation. We will always come short of God’s perfection. (Rom. 3:23)
10. (Mk. 10:21-22) Jesus loved this young man and wanted to save him, but the man was too proud, and would not trust Jesus to do it all for him. He would not repent of his sin of loving money more than God. He sadly turned away from Jesus, and did not get saved. 

11. When Jesus died on the cross, He did everything necessary to pay for sin. We can come to him in faith, like a child, and He will save us. The choice is ours to make. He has paid it all, but we must turn to Him and receive Him. This man loved his sin so much, that he would not come to Jesus. That was a very foolish choice. What choice will you make?
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 45 - “It is Foolish to Trust in Riches”.
