Lesson 46 - The Last Supper
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. Everywhere Jesus traveled, He was followed by crowds of people. Some wanted Him to feed them or to heal their diseases. Others wanted Him to give them political freedom from the Romans. Not very many of them thought about their spiritual needs. Only a few realized that their greatest need was for Salvation from sin, Satan, and death. What do you want from Jesus? Think about that during this lesson.
2. Jesus and His disciples were traveling to Jerusalem. On the way, they came to the village of Bethany, where His friends Mary, Martha, and Lazarus lived. Not long before this, Jesus had raised Lazarus from the dead. Jesus sent two of His disciples ahead into the village. He told them they would find a young donkey tied up there, and they were to untie it and bring it back to Him. The disciples found the donkey and untied it. Some people asked them what they were doing. The disciples said, as Jesus had told them, that the Lord needed it, so the people let them take the donkey. (Mk. 11:1-6)

3. Jesus sat on the young donkey and rode into Jerusalem. (Mk. 11:7-10) Many people came and shouted praises to Him as He rode. They praised Him as the One Who came in the name of the Lord to bring back the kingdom of David. They covered the road with garments and with tree branches. This was foretold by the prophet Zechariah 500 years before it happened. (Zec. 9:9, Mt. 21:4-5)
4. Unfortunately, most of the cheering crowd did not believe that Jesus would save them from sin, from Satan’s power, and from God’s punishment. They just wanted Jesus to give them freedom from the cruel power of the Romans.
5. The Jewish leaders were afraid that the Romans would be angry about people following Jesus as a new king. They thought the Romans might bring an army to destroy Israel. The Jewish leaders lived a comfortable life in cooperation with the Romans, and they didn’t want to lose their position. They began to make plans to kill Jesus, but they were afraid of the people, who had seen Him do many miracles, and considered Him to be a great prophet of God. (Mk. 14:1-2)
6. The Jewish leaders tried to find a way to catch Jesus when He was away from the crowds. One of the disciples, Judas Iscariot, came to them and offered to help them find and capture Jesus if they would give him money. They happily promised to pay him if he would betray Jesus. (Mk. 14:10-11)

7. Judas was one of the twelve special disciples that Jesus had personally chosen. He followed Jesus very closely, but he never believed in Him to be saved from sin. He loved money. His job was to carry all the money for Jesus and the disciples. He was a thief, who thought that Jesus would make him rich and famous. When he saw that Jesus did not intend to become a rich and powerful king, he decided to give Jesus to His enemies. (Jn. 12:3-6, 13:29)
8. David prophesied in the book of Psalms that Jesus would be betrayed by a close friend. (Ps. 41:9) 1000 years later, Judas betrayed Jesus just as it was written in the Old Testament. He had lived and traveled with Jesus for three years. (Write Mk. 14:10-11 on the prophecy chart next to Ps. 41:9)
9. Satan influenced Judas to betray Jesus. Satan hates Jesus and thought that he could stop God’s plan of salvation if he could kill Jesus. Satan does not want people to be delivered from his power. Remember that all people are born under the power of Satan, because we are descended from sinful Adam and Eve.
10. The Jewish leaders promised to give Judas 30 silver coins for betraying Jesus. This was the price of a common slave. 500 years before, the prophet Zechariah foretold that Jesus would be sold for 30 pieces of silver. (Write Mt. 26:14-15 on the prophecy chart next to Zec. 11:12-13) God’s prophecies always come true, even in the smallest details.

11. It was time to celebrate the annual feast of the Passover. This Jewish holiday remembers the day when God delivered the people out of slavery in Egypt. A lamb was sacrificed, and the death angel passed over the house when he saw the blood. This was a picture of Salvation from sin through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Jesus’ disciples prepared to eat the Passover meal. (Mk. 14:12-16)
12. As Jesus ate the Passover with His disciples, He told them that one of them would betray Him. He said it would be good if that man had never been born. Jesus wanted to save Judas, but Judas would not believe in Him. Judas would soon die and go to Hell forever. He could have been saved if he only would have believed. (Mk. 14:17-21)
13. Jesus broke some unleavened bread and gave a piece to each disciple. He said the broken bread was a symbol of His body, which would be broken for sin. Then He took some grape juice, and gave each of them a drink. He said the juice was a symbol of His blood that would be shed for our sins. The bread and juice are still used in churches to remember the sacrifice that Jesus made for our sins. (Mk. 14:22-24, 1Cor 11:23-26)
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 47 - “Jesus in the Hands of His Enemies”.
