Lesson 47 - Jesus in the Hands of His Enemies
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. Sometimes we hear of a person who is accused of a crime that they did not commit. They may be arrested, or may even go to prison unjustly. Have you ever been falsely accused? Other times we may hear of a person who willingly takes the blame for something he did not do, in order to spare someone else from being punished. Was anyone ever punished for something that you did?
2. Jesus Christ is divine. (He is God) He was also human. (He was a man in a physical body.) From a human point of view, it was difficult for Him to go through the terrible experiences that He had to suffer in order to save us from sin. He knew what was about to happen, so He went to a quiet garden called Gethsemane, where He could pray for God the Father to give Him strength. (Mk. 14:32-42)
3. As He prayed in Gethsemane, the spiritual struggle was so intense that His physical body could hardly stay alive. He knew that He was soon going to die on the cross. He knew that He was going to take all of the sins of the world on Himself, and be punished for them, even though He had never sinned. He prayed three times and told God the Father “not what I will, but what Thou wilt”. He asked his disciples to pray for Him, but they fell asleep three times. When He was finished praying, He told them to wake up, because the one who betrayed Him had come.
4. Just then, Judas Iscariot arrived. He had brought a group of Jewish leaders to arrest Jesus. They wanted to kill Him. Judas and the Jews may not have realized it, but they were following Satan. Jesus was not surprised. He knew that Judas would betray Him, just as the Old Testament prophecies had foretold. (Mk. 14:43-46)
5. (Mk. 14:50) All of the disciples ran away when Jesus was captured by His enemies. Even though they believed that He was the Savior sent from God, they could not understand how He could be the Savior if He was about to be killed. They did not realize that His death would save them from sin, Satan, and death. The prophet Zechariah foretold that they would all run away. Jesus knew that they would run away. He even told them about it before it happened. (Zech. 13:7, Jn. 16:31-32)
6. Jesus was taken to the Sanhedrin, a meeting of the Jewish priests. They wanted to prove He was guilty, and put Him to death, but Jesus had never done anything wrong. There was no reason for them to hate Him, except that they loved their sinful ways, and did not want to obey the word of God that Jesus gave to them. Some people falsely accused Him of doing wrong. This was foretold in the Old Testament 1000 years before it happened. (Mk. 14:53-59, Psalm 27:12)

7. When the witnesses lied against Jesus, He stood calmly, and did not say anything. He trusted God the Father, and knew that He was doing the Father’s will. When the high priest asked Him if He was Christ, the Son of God, Jesus said “I am”. This reminds us what God said when Moses asked what His name was. God said “I am that I am”. The Jews knew very well that Jesus was saying that He was God. This made them even more angry. They tore their clothes, and spit on Jesus, and beat Him. This was foretold by the prophet Isaiah 700 years before it happened. (Mk. 14:60-62 Is. 50:6)

8. The Roman rulers did not allow the Jews to put anyone to death. The Jews brought Jesus to Pilate, the Roman governor, and asked him to put Jesus to death. Pilate questioned Him, but Jesus did not answer. This was also foretold by the prophet Isaiah. (Mk. 15:1-5, Is. 53:7)
9. Pilate could see that Jesus had not done anything wrong. He offered to let Jesus go free. The Jews did not want Jesus to go free. They asked Pilate to release another prisoner, Barrabas, who was a murderer. They asked for Jesus to be executed by crucifixion, which was the most terrible and painful way to die. There was no reason for them to hate Jesus so much, but this was also foretold by Isaiah. (Mk. 15:6-14, Is. 53:3)
10. Pilate sent Jesus to be beaten. The Romans beat people with a leather whip with several “tails” that were covered with sharp pieces of metal or bone. The victim was tied to a post and beaten in a way that would rip open the flesh of his back, leaving many bloody stripes. Often the victim would lose consciousness, and sometimes the beating would kill a man. Isaiah foretold the beating and the stripes. (Mk. 15:15, Is. 50:6, 53:5)
11. After the Roman soldiers beat Jesus, they made fun of Him. They put a crown of thorns on Him, and a purple robe. They kneeled before Him and said “Hail, King of the Jews!”, and laughed at Him as they beat Him and spit upon Him. The crown of thorns reminds us of the curse of sin. When Adam and Eve sinned, God cursed the ground, and caused it to bring forth thorns, which bring pain to people. God allowed the soldiers to put thorns on His head to show that He was dying for the sins of the world. He was falsely accused, but He took the blame and the punishment that we deserve, and He never complained. (Mk. 15:16-20, Gen 3:17-19)

Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 48 - “Jesus Christ Died on the Cross”.
