Lesson 49 - Christ’s Death was Pictured in the Old Testament
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. In these lessons, we studied the Old Testament to see how God showed the way of Salvation from the very beginning. He used symbols and pictures to show how Jesus Christ would come and die on the cross as our substitute to pay for our sins. Let’s review several Old Testament stories that are pictures of Jesus, who died in our place to save us.
2. Adam and Eve were the first people to sin. They disobeyed God and ate the forbidden fruit. Then they tried to cover themselves with fig leaves. They thought their works could make them acceptable to God. He did not accept their fig leaf clothing. Sin is much worse than they thought it was. He had told them that they would surely die if they disobeyed. A few leaves are not enough to cover sin.
3. God made clothing of skins to cover Adam and Eve. (Gen. 3:21) He had to kill some innocent animals to make these clothes. Adam and Eve deserved to die, but innocent blood was shed in their place to make it possible for them to be covered. Because we have sinned, we deserve to die. Many people think that their good works will cover their sins. They think that going to church, or taking care of their family, or helping the needy, or saving the whales will make them acceptable to God. Those works are nothing more than fig leaves. The blood of Jesus was shed to provide a covering for your sins. Nothing else can make you presentable to God. Admit your sin before God. Believe that Jesus died for your sins and rose again. Accept what He did as the only way of Salvation, and He will forgive your sins and cover you with righteousness. (Is. 61:10, 2Cor. 5:21)
4. Cain and Abel brought sacrifices to God. (Gen. 4:3-5) A sacrifice shows that you admit you owe something to God because you have sinned. The sacrifice pictures what you deserve to pay for your sin. God told them to bring an innocent animal and kill it, to picture the penalty for sin – death. Abel brought an animal sacrifice in faith and obedience, and God accepted him. Cain brought fruits of the ground, which do not represent death. They represent hard work. God did not accept Cain’s offering. Good works can not pay for your sins. You can not come to God your own way. You must come to Him through Jesus Christ.
5. God decided to destroy the wicked world with a flood. He told Noah to build an ark that would save the animals and a few people. (Gen. 6:5-16) There was only one door in the ark. The whole world was going to be destroyed, but there was one place of safety, and there was only one way to get in. Jesus said, “I am the door.” (John 10:9, 14:6) The whole world faces destruction on Judgment Day, but there is one place of safety – God’s Salvation. The only door is Jesus Christ. Enter in, and He will keep you safe. If you don’t come in – the door will keep you out, where you will be destroyed like the people who were outside the ark.
6. When the nation of Israel came out of Egypt, God sent the death angel to kill all the firstborn children. He told the Israelites to put the blood of a lamb on their doors. If the blood was on the door, death would pass over that house. This event is remembered every year at the Passover feast of the Jews. (Ex. 12:13) The Passover lamb was a picture of Jesus. John the Baptist said, “Behold the Lamb of God.” The lamb had to be without blemish. (Ex.12:5) (Jesus was sinless.) None of the bones could be broken. (Ex. 12:43-46, Ps. 34:20, Jn. 19:33, 36) The Passover lamb had to die on the preparation day before the Passover. That’s exactly when Jesus died. (Ex.12:21, Mk. 15:42-43) The blood had to be applied to the door to protect from death. (Ex. 12:23) You must apply the blood of Christ to your soul by faith, or you will die.

7. After Israel came out of Egypt and crossed the Red Sea, God told them to build the tabernacle. It was a closed place where the presence of God dwelt. Nobody could go past the veil into the holiest place, except the high priest. He could only go in once a year on a certain day, and only if he brought the blood of a sacrifice. This was a picture of the blood that Jesus would shed on the cross to make it possible for us to come to God. When Jesus died, the veil in the temple was ripped from top to bottom. This showed that Jesus had completed the perfect sacrifice for sin and opened the way for us to come to God. Animal sacrifices are not needed any more to picture His death. (Mk. 15:37,38)
8. There has always been only one way of Salvation. Old Testament people had symbols and prophecies that taught them to look forward in faith to Christ, who would die to pay for their sins. When Jesus was here, people saw what He did and needed to believe in Him. We, who live long after Jesus came, have a complete Bible with all the symbols and prophecies; the story of His life, death, and resurrection; and the New Testament explanation of what it all means. We must accept Christ by faith just like Adam and Eve did, and God will accept us.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 50 - “Christ is Risen from the Dead”.
