Lesson 2 worksheet - Israel: Abram’s Troubles
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. Abram followed God’s instructions and left his country. He was supposed to leave his father’s house and go to a land that God would show him, but he waited in Haran until his father died. Then he left his father’s house to go to the land, but he still did not obey completely. He took his nephew Lot with him, even though he was supposed to leave his kindred (relatives).
2. Abram was already 75 years old when he left Haran to go to the promised land. (Gen. 12:4-5) He traveled until he came to the land of Canaan, where some of the descendants of Ham lived. God appeared to him there and promised to give this land to his descendants. Abraham and Sarai still did not have any children. This was the eighth promise that God made to Abram. (We saw the first seven in lesson one.) Sometimes God will not show you what to do next until you do what He has already told you to do.
3. After Abram came to Canaan, there was a famine голод in the land. He decided to go to Egypt to find food. (Gen 12:10-20) God did not tell him to go to Egypt. God told him to go to Canaan. When Abram came to Egypt, he was afraid that the Egyptians would kill him and take his wife. Even though she was at least 65 years old, she was very beautiful. He told her to say that she was his sister. This deception обман caused trouble. Pharaoh himself took her into his house and intended to make her his wife. God sent plagues upon Pharaoh until he realized that Sarai was Abram’s wife. Pharaoh was angry and sent Abram back to Canaan.
4. Abram went back to Bethel, in Canaan, where God had met with him. He still had his nephew Lot with him. (Gen. 13:1-13) Abram had many cattle and sheep, and so did Lot. There was not enough room for both of them, and their servants were having arguments about the animals. Abram told Lot that they needed to separate and live in different places. Lot decided to go towards the wicked city of Sodom, and Abram went the other way. After Abram left his kindred, God spoke to him again.
5. God gave Abram more details about His previous promises. He said that He would give him all the land that that he could see. He said that his descendants would be a great number, like the dust of the earth.

6. Four kings of cities in the area made war with the king of Sodom and four other kings. The king of Sodom and his allies were defeated, and Lot was taken prisoner. (Gen. 14) Abram took 300 of his trained servants and attacked and defeated the four enemy kings. He rescued Lot, all the other people, and their belongings. As Abram returned home, he met Melchizedek, the priest of God, who blessed him and received tithes from him.
7. God appeared again to Abram after this war. (Gen 15) Abram reminded God that he still had no children. He suggested that his servant Eliezer might inherit the land. God promised that Abram would have a son. He said that his descendants would be a great number, like the stars in the sky. God told him that they would go to another country for 400 years, and then come back to the land of Canaan. Abram believed God. 
8. Sarai was sure that she was too old to have children. She convinced Abram to take another wife, her servant Hagar. (Gen. 16) God did not tell them to do this. Abram and Hagar had a son, Ishmael, when Abram was 86 years old. This caused trouble and unhappiness in Abram’s home. God told Hagar that Ishmael would be a wild man. He would be against every man, and every man would be against him. Many of the Arab people are his descendants.
9. When Abram was 99 years old, God appeared to him again. (Gen. 17) He promised to make him the father of many nations, and changed his name from Abram (father) to Abraham (father of a multitude). He told him that all of his people should be circumcised as a sign of the covenant between God and Abraham. A covenant is a serious contract that must not be broken.
10. God changed Sarai’s name to Sarah. He said that she would have a son. Abraham reminded God that she was already 89 years old. He suggested that Ishmael might inherit the land. God promised that Sarah would have a son in one year. His name would be Isaac. Abraham believed God and followed His instructions. 
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 3 - “More Troubles for Abraham”.
