Lesson 5 worksheet - Israel: A Wife for Isaac
Student







Date




Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. Abraham and Sarah had a son when they were very old. God told Abraham that this son, Isaac, would be the father of a great nation, and he would inherit all the wonderful promises that God had made to Abraham. Through this son, God said He would bless the whole world. We know that this was a prophecy about Jesus Christ, who would be a descendant of Abraham and Isaac, and would bless the whole world with salvation. (Gen. 22:16-18)
2. When Sarah was 127 years old, she died. Abraham bought a field with a cave as a burying place for Sarah and his family. (Gen. 23) This burying place is preserved to this day in Israel. Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah, Jacob and Leah are all buried there. In the Bible, God’s people always buried their dead. They did not cremate (burn) the bodies. When Moses died, God Himself buried the body. Cremation is a practice of heathen origin.
3. When Sarah died, Isaac was very sad. A few years later, Abraham recognized a problem in Isaac’s life. He was about 40 years old and still was not married. How could Isaac become the father of a great nation with no wife or children? Abraham did not want his son to marry a girl from the land of Canaan, where the people worshipped false gods. God always wants His people to marry those who share the same faith.
4. Abraham was about 140 years old at this time, and did not know if he would live much longer. (In fact, he would live for another 35 years.) He wanted to do everything he could to make sure Isaac had a good wife. Abraham called his most trusted servant, the manager of all his business. He made the servant swear a solemn vow that he would not let Isaac marry a Canaanite woman. He told the servant to go back to the land of Abraham’s relatives, and find a wife for Isaac. (Gen. 24)
5. The servant was afraid to make such an important promise. He was willing to go and look for a wife for Isaac, but what if the woman was not willing to come back with him to the land God had promised to Abraham? Should he bring Isaac from the promised land to the land where the woman lived? Abraham told him not to bring Isaac away from the promised land. It was important for Isaac to live in the land that God gave to him. If the woman would not come to Isaac, the servant would be free from the responsibility of the promise he had made. 
6. Following the ancient custom, the servant put his hand under Abraham’s thigh and promised to go look for a wife for Isaac. He took ten camels and many valuable gifts, and traveled to the city of Nahor. This city was named for Abraham’s brother, Nahor, and many of Abraham’s relatives lived there.
7. When the servant came to the city, he stopped to pray for God’s help. He wanted to make sure to find just the right woman to be a good wife for Isaac. One of the most important decisions in life is, “Whom should I marry?”  We ought to pray that God helps our young people find the right person to marry. Young people should pray that God helps them choose the right person to marry.
8. The servant came to a well of water outside the city. There were many women who came there to get water. How could he choose one of them? He prayed that God would lead him to the right one. He asked God to show him a sign. He prayed that if he would ask a woman to get some water for him, she would offer to get water for all of his camels, too. Ten camels can drink a lot of water! It would be very unusual for a girl to offer to do so much work for a stranger without being asked. A girl who would do such a thing would be a very hard worker with a lot of character. The servant probably expected to spend a lot of time at the well asking girls for water.
9. Before the servant had even finished his prayer, a very pretty girl named Rebekah came to the well to draw some water. He ran up to her and asked for a little water from her pitcher. She hurried to get him some water and gave him a drink. Then she offered to get water for all of his camels. Rebekah ran back and forth between the well and the camels, drawing up water again and again until they finished drinking. A camel can drink 100 liters of water in 10 minutes, so she probably carried about 1000 liters (a ton!) of water. She was a very exceptional young lady!
10. The servant gave Rebekah some very costly golden earrings and bracelets. He asked her about her family. She told him she was the granddaughter of Abraham’s brother, and she invited him to bring his camels and stay at their house. She was a woman of kindness and hospitality. The servant thanked God that He had led him to the house of Abraham’s relatives.
11. Rebekah’s family, especially her brother Laban, welcomed the servant into the house. They took care of him and his camels and prepared a meal for him. The servant told them he had to tell the story of why he had come before he could eat. He told them how he had come from Abraham to find a wife for Isaac. He told of the prayer he had prayed, and how Rebekah had done according to his prayer. He asked them if she would come with him to marry Isaac. The family agreed that it was all from God, and that she could go with him. They wanted her to wait for ten days, but then they agreed to let her go right away.
12. The servant brought Rebekah home to Isaac. They were married right away. Isaac loved her very much, and he was finally comforted over the death of his mother.

13. We who know the New Testament can see in this story a beautiful picture of God’s plan of Salvation. The father (God the Father) wants the son (Jesus) to have a bride (believers). He sends his servant (a Christian) to go to the far country (the unsaved world) and try to convince someone to come to the son. His job is to seek and to ask, but the person must willingly come to the son. The son happily takes the bride to live with him, and they stay together always.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 6 - “Jacob and Esau”.
