Lesson 8 worksheet - Israel: Jacob Lives With his Uncle
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. After Jacob deceived his father to obtain the blessing, Esau was very angry and wanted to kill him. Jacob left home to go to Haran - the land of his mother’s relatives. This is the same place where Abraham’s servant went find a wife for Isaac - 95 years earlier!
2. When Jacob arrived in Haran, he came to a well of water, probably the same well where Rebekah watered the camels of Abraham’s servant. This time, the well was covered with a large stone. Usually the well could only be opened when three or four groups of shepherds came at the same time. The stone may have been so big that several men had to work together to move it. (Gen. 29)
3. Jacob asked the men if they knew his uncle Laban. They said they knew him, and pointed out that Laban’s daughter, Rachel, was coming to the well with his sheep. When Jacob saw Rachel, he rolled the stone from the well by himself, and he watered the sheep for her. He kissed her and wept for joy. He told Rachel that he was her cousin. She ran to tell Laban, her father. Laban ran to meet Jacob and brought him to his home.

4. Jacob worked for his uncle for a month. Laban noticed that Jacob was attracted to Rachel. He saw a way to keep this hard working man to stay with him. Laban told Jacob that it was not fair for him to work for nothing. He asked Jacob to tell him what his pay should be. Jacob said he would work for seven years if he could marry Rachel.
5. Why did Jacob name 7 years as the price for Rachel? Maybe it was the established custom of that day. Maybe it just seemed like the right thing to Jacob at the time. Maybe Laban had suggested that 7 years is a proper time of service for a man who claims a wife. Laban had a bond servant for seven years without losing gold or cattle. He kept the bride from the groom for seven years to ensure that his man kept working.
6. Jacob worked hard for seven years, but he loved Rachel so much that it only seemed like a few days. At the end of the seven years, he asked Laban to give him his bride. He was about 82 years old. A large wedding party was planned.
7. We remember that Jacob’s name means “supplanter” or “trickster”. His name truly described him, because he tricked his brother to receive the birthright and he deceived his father to receive the blessing. The Bible says that a man reaps what he sows. In other words, if you do evil to others, evil things will happen to you. Jacob was about to find out that Laban was also a very tricky man. Jacob, the deceiver, was about to be deceived.
8. At the end of the wedding party, in the evening, Laban brought the bride to Jacob. She must have worn a veil to cover her face, because it was not Rachel! Laban had an older daughter named Leah. The Bible says she was not beautiful like Rachel, but she had “tender eyes”. Laban gave Leah to Jacob. Jacob thought it was Rachel, and took her home. In the morning, Jacob found out that he had married Leah. He was very angry, of course. He demanded an explanation from Laban, who told him that custom demanded that the older sister be married before the younger sister. Laban told Jacob to work for another seven years, and he would give him Rachel, too.
9. Jacob agreed to work another seven years for Rachel. She was given to him right away, so Jacob now had two wives. Jacob loved Rachel more than he loved Leah. This was a very unhappy home. God wants marriage to be the union of one man and one woman for a lifetime.

10. Leah was unhappy because her husband did not love her. God allowed Leah to have some children. Each time a child was born, Leah said, “Maybe now my husband will love me.” Rachel was unhappy because she was not having any children. (Gen. 30:1-24) She told Jacob to take her servant as another wife, and she would count the servant’s children as her own. Now Jacob had three wives. Then Leah told Jacob to take her servant as another wife. Then Jacob had four wives. Eventually Jacob had twelve sons and one daughter.
11. After the second seven years, Jacob told Laban he was ready to go back to his own country. Laban did not want to lose this very hard working man. He could see that God blessed Jacob’s work, and he had become wealthy. He asked Jacob to name his wages. Jacob asked if he could have all of the spotted and specked animals to keep for his own property. Laban quickly agreed, since there were not many spotted and specked animals. (Gen. 30:25-43)
12. God blessed Jacob by making all of the healthy animals have spotted and specked babies. Soon Jacob had much more than Laban did. Laban tried to change the deal. He told Jacob that he could keep all the striped animals. Then God made all the healthy animals have striped babies. Laban changed Jacob’s wages ten times, and every time God gave the best to Jacob. After six years of this, Jacob had all the riches and Laban did not have very much left.
13. Jacob had been with Laban for twenty years. Laban’s sons were angry with Jacob because he had all the riches of their father. Laban himself was not friendly with Jacob any more. God told Jacob to go back to the Promised Land. He took his wives, his children, and all of his possessions, and left the land of Haran. He did not tell Laban he was leaving.
14. When Laban found out that Jacob was gone, he chased after him with a large group of men. Probably he wanted to kill Jacob and get back all of his riches. He chased him for seven days. God appeared to Laban and told him not to do anything bad to him.

15. When Laban caught Jacob, they had an argument, but they did not hurt each other. They agreed to set up a marker between them. Jacob agreed to never come back to Haran, and Laban agreed to never come to the promised land of Canaan.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 9 - “Jacob Comes Back to the Promised Land”.
