Lesson 9 worksheet - Israel: Jacob Comes Back to the Promised Land 
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. Jacob spent 20 years in Haran working for his uncle Laban. God blessed him greatly while he was there. He married four wives and became a wealthy man. Laban became angry because God was giving all of Laban’s riches to Jacob. God told Jacob to go back to the Promised Land. (Gen. 31)
2. As Jacob traveled back home, he saw an army of angels that came to meet him. (Gen. 32) This must have reminded him of the vision of angels on a ladder, which he saw 20 years before. He knew God was with him. 
3. Jacob was worried about going back home. When he left there 20 years before, his brother Esau was angry with him. Jacob had dishonestly taken his birthright and his blessing. He wondered if Esau was still angry, so he sent messengers ahead to tell him that he was coming home. The messengers came running back to tell Jacob that Esau was coming to meet him with 400 men! Jacob was sure that Esau was coming to fight with him.
4. Jacob could not go back to Haran, because Laban did not want him there. He decided to obey God and go back to his homeland. He prayed that God would protect him from his brother. It is best to go to God first when you have a big problem.
5. Jacob prepared to meet his brother. He divided his people and animals into two groups. If Esau attacked one group, the other group could run away. He sent several groups of men ahead of him to Esau with gifts of goats, sheep, camels, cows, bulls, and donkeys. The Bible teaches that giving a gift will calm somebody who is angry with you. (Prov. 21:14, 18:16, 19:6, Gen. 43:11, 1Sam. 25:35)

6. That night, Jacob found a place to be alone. He was probably continuing to pray for God’s help. Someone came to him and began to wrestle with him. They struggled together all night long. This mysterious Wrestler touched Jacob’s leg and caused his bone to come out of the joint. Even though this must have been very painful, Jacob held on tight and kept wrestling. 
7. The Wrestler said, “Let me go!”, because it was almost morning. Jacob realized that He was God. He said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me!” God told Jacob that his name was changed to Israel. Like a prince, he had successfully struggled with God and with men. 

8. As the sun came up, Jacob limped back to his family. He saw Esau coming with 400 men. (Gen. 33) He put his servant-wives with their children at the front of the family group. He put Leah and her children behind them, and his favorite wife Rachel was in the safest place in the back, with her son Joseph.
9. Jacob went to meet Esau. He bowed himself to the ground seven times. Esau ran towards him. Esau grabbed Jacob. Jacob probably thought that Esau was about to kill him, but to his great surprise, Esau hugged and kissed him. The brothers who had been separated for 20 years wept together.

10. Esau was amazed when Jacob introduced the family and showed him all his wealth. Jacob said it was all from God. Esau did not want to take such expensive gifts, but Jacob convinced him to take them. The two brothers remained friends. Jacob settled in the central part of the region, and Esau settled in the area of Mount Seir, in the south.
11. Jacob decided to buy some land near a Canaanite city and live there. This decision caused a lot of problems for him and his family. His daughter, Dinah, decided to go into town and meet some other young people. (Gen. 34) She met Shechem, who was the son of the prince of the city. He took her home and had an immoral relationship with her. Then he decided that he loved her and wanted to marry her.
12. Shechem and his father came to Jacob’s home to ask for permission to marry Dinah. Jacob’s sons were very angry that their sister would be treated like a wicked woman of the street, but they did not let Shechem know how angry they were. They deceived him and all the men of the city. They acted like they approved of the marriage. They made a kind of a peace treaty, but then they went into the city and killed all the men.
13. Jacob was shocked when he found out what his sons did. He was afraid that men from other cities would attack them when they heard about the treachery вероломство of his sons. The boys were not sorry about what they had done. They were growing up to be wild, disobedient, and deceitful.

14. God told Jacob to go back to Bethel, the place where he had seen the vision of angels on a ladder many years before. (Gen. 35) He went there with his family and his servants, and built an altar to worship. God appeared to Jacob (Israel) and promised him that he would be the father of nations, and that he and his descendants would inherit the Promised Land.

15. Jacob and his family left Bethel. As they were traveling, Rachel gave birth to another son, Benjamin. This was Jacob’s 12th son. Rachel died soon after he was born. She was buried near Bethlehem.
16. Jacob’s father, Isaac, was still alive when Jacob returned from Haran. Isaac lived for another 25 years after Jacob returned, and died at the age of 180. Jacob and Esau came together to bury their father.

Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 10 - “Joseph, the Dreamer”.
