Israel lesson 100 - David’s Mighty Men
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. We have followed David’s career from the time he was a boy, when Samuel secretly anointed him to be the king. He played the harp for King Saul, and killed Goliath the giant. He became an important leader in Saul’s army, until Saul became jealous and tried to kill him. Saul tried many times to kill David, but he never succeeded. David ran away to the land of the Philistines to escape Saul. After Saul died in battle, David returned to Israel. He became king of his own tribe of Judah, and later he became king of all Israel. He moved the capital from Hebron to Jerusalem, and he brought the Ark of God to Jerusalem. He wanted to build a temple in Jerusalem, but God did not allow him to do so. God promised that David’s son would build a temple, and that David’s kingdom would last forever.
2. Before we continue with the story of David, we will learn about some of the men that helped him. When he first had to run away from Saul, he was all alone. His only friend and ally was Jonathan, the son of Saul. Jonathan supported David in many ways. He was a true friend. Jonathan talked to jealous King Saul, and convinced him, for a time, that David was loyal to Saul. When Saul tried to kill David, Jonathan secretly brought information to David that helped him to safely avoid the king’s attacks. Jonathan agreed that David would be the next king, even though Jonathan would lose his place on the throne. Jonathan told David, “You will be king, and I will be second to you.” David would not have survived without Jonathan’s help. David was truly heartbroken when he found out that Jonathan had died with his father on the field of battle.
3. By the time David decided to leave Israel to live among the Philistines, he already had some followers. When he came to the priest at the tabernacle to get food and weapons, the Bible tells us that there were some young men with him. We don’t know who they were, but from that time, other men began to follow David. By the time he was established in the city of Ziklag of the Philistines, he had an army of 600 men. The most brave and loyal of these men came to be known as “David’s mighty men”. These men are listed in 2Samuel 23 and 1Chronicles 11. The lists are rather confusing to us, because they were written at different times, and for different purposes, but there were 37 men that were special leaders of David’s army. Joab was the captain, the top leader, of all the fighting men. There were two groups of three men that were high ranking officers; “the first three” and another group called “three mighty men”. Then, there was another group of outstanding leaders, called “the thirty”. This was the basic structure of David’s army. There are another 16 men in these lists that were part of “the thirty” at one time or another.
4. Some of David’s mighty men came to him when he was hiding from King Saul. For a while, his made his headquarters in the cave of Adullam, in Judea. Several men joined him when he was there. Some of these men had problems of their own when they came to David. 1Samuel 22 tells us that many of them were distressed, in debt, and discontented. Some of them apparently were in trouble with the law. The same chapter tells us that many of David’s relatives joined his army at that time. The most prominent of these relatives was his nephew Joab, the son of his sister Zeruiah. Joab led the army from the time that David became king of the tribe of Judah. He fought against the army of Saul’s son, Ishbosheth, which was led by Abner. When David made a peace treaty with Abner, Joab was angry, and probably jealous, so he treacherously murdered Abner. David was angry with Joab, and cursed him. Some time later, Joab again became the leader of David’s army, because he climbed up a tunnel to lead the capture of Jerusalem.
5. Joab and David had a complicated relationship. Their close family relationship caused David to overlook and forgive some things that Joab did wrong. Joab was fiercely loyal and protective of David, but he was hot-headed and impulsive. He did many violent things that David did not want him to do. David complained about Joab’s excessive use of force, saying, “These sons of Zeruiah are too hard for me.” Joab wanted David to be victorious and successful in his kingdom, but he did not always follow David’s orders. He murdered several people that he thought would cause trouble for David. Usually Joab gave good advice to David, but David did not always listen to him. In the end, we would have to say that Joab was more of a problem than a help to David. We will learn much more about the deeds of Joab in future lessons.

6. Joab’s brother Asahel was one of the thirty mighty men. We remember that he was famous for his ability to run very quickly. Asahel chased Abner from a battle, but when Abner was not able to run away, he killed Asahel. For this reason, Joab hated Abner, and later murdered him. The other “son of Zeruiah” was Abishai, Joab’s brother. Abishai and David went together into the camp of King Saul, and they took Saul’s spear and water bottle while everybody was sleeping. Abishai was the chief of the “second three” mighty men. In one battle, he killed 300 men with his own spear. In another battle, David was fighting with a giant, and was almost killed, but Abishai killed the giant, and saved David’s life.
7. Some of David’s mighty men performed remarkable feats of strength and bravery. A man named Adino killed 800 men with his spear in one battle. Eleazar the son of Dodo was fighting in a battle, when all the other Israelites ran away. He stayed on the battlefield all by himself, fighting the Philistines, until he had defeated them all by himself. When the battle was over, he had been gripping his sword so hard and for so long that he was not able to let go of it. Another man, named Shammah, was defending a vegetable field from a troop of Philistines, when the rest of his men ran away. He stood alone in the field, and fought and defeated the Philistines. He is a good example, because he defended the land, even though it did not seem to be a very important position.

8. Three of these mighty men were with David when the Philistines had captured his home town of Bethlehem. As they were making battle plans together, David talked about his childhood days in Bethlehem. He mentioned that there was a well near the city gate that had especially good water. He made an idle comment, “I wish I had a drink of water from that wonderful well.” The three mighty men secretly agreed among themselves to fight their way through the Philistine army to get a drink of water for David from that well. When they returned, they gave David a container of water from Bethlehem. David was deeply moved by the loyalty and devotion of his men. He said, “I cannot drink this water. It is as precious as the blood of the men who risked their lives to bring it.” He poured the water on the ground, as an offering to the Lord. We might think that the men would have been upset that David did not drink the water, after they had faced such danger to get it for him. Actually, they understood that David was giving them a great honor. Men like this are a great treasure to a leader. David would not have been such a great king if he had not had such great helpers.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 101 - “Mephibosheth”.
