Israel lesson 101 - Mephibosheth
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. David became a very successful king. With God’s help, he was a very good organizer and administrator. He had the wisdom to surround himself with talented and experienced men. He organized the military leadership into a staff of 37 officers. Joab was the commanding general of 
the 


. Under him were “the first three” mighty men, and another group, called “the other three”. Under them were another thirty mighty men, the leaders of the army. Each of these leaders commanded at least 100 men. Some of them were in command of 1000 men. Benaiah was one of the “other three” mighty men. He killed two Moabite men that were “like lions”. He 
also killed a 


 in a pit on a snowy day. He killed an Egyptian, who was about 2.5 meters tall. In the Egyptian’s hand was a spear like a weaver’s beam, and he went to him with a 



, and plucked the spear out of the Egyptian’s hand, and killed him with his own spear. Benaiah was in charge of David’s personal bodyguards.

2. The men in David’s army were strong and brave. They were described as: “armed with bows, 
and could use both the right hand and the 


 in hurling stones and shooting arrows out of a bow”, “men of war fit for the battle, that could handle shield and buckler, whose faces were like the faces of lions, and were as swift as the roes upon the mountains”, “famous throughout the house of their fathers”, “men that had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do”, “such as went forth to battle, expert in war, with all instruments of war”, “with a perfect heart”, “which could keep rank”, “they were not of double heart”. God blessed Israel 
with a strong 



 that could defend the land and defeat their enemies. David’s army was organized into 12 divisions of 24,000 men each. Each of these 12 divisions was divided into 24 regiments of 1000, and each regiment was divided into 10 companies of 100. 
Each division was on active duty for one 



 of the year. The rest of the time, they were all available as a reserve in case of a military emergency.

3. David also organized the religious system of Israel, based upon the laws of worship given to 



 by God. The tabernacle was set up in Gibeon, and some of the priests and Levites offered sacrifices on the altar there, and took care of the table of showbread, the incense 
altar, and the golden candlestick. Other priests and Levites took care of the 


 in Jerusalem. Zadok was the High Priest. Another priest named Abiathar also served as High 
Priest. He is the one who had escaped to join David when Doeg the Edomite 
 many priests in the days of Saul.
4. There were thousands of Levites in the time of David, and he organized them to perform the duties of God’s service. Some of them were gatekeepers; others were porters (men who 



 things). Some of them were in charge of the storehouses and treasuries where the food, oil, spices, the treasures captured in war, and other valuable things were kept. Some took care of the vessels and instruments that were used in the worship rituals. Others prepared the ointments and incense for the tabernacle. Some were bakers that made the 
showbread every 


, and others cooked the meat and other foods related to the 
worship of God. Each of these men was assigned to work in a certain 


 at a certain time.
5. David organized an incredible group of musical performers that played and sang music for 



 services in Jerusalem. The chief musical directors were Heman the singer, Asaph the choir director, and Ethan. These men had many assistants who helped them to direct 
the orchestra, choir, and other singers. There were about 


 musicians that participated in the worship. They were divided into 24 groups. Each group had 12 leaders, and about 156 other performers. These groups took turns performing. Some psalms were written especially for certain of these groups. The singers were accompanied by harps, psalteries, 
trumpets, cymbals, and horns. This music was performed day and 


, every day.
6. David organized a criminal justice system with thousands of law officers and 
. He organized an agricultural system to take care of his fields, vineyards, olive trees, cattle, sheep, and camels. He had scribes and recorders who kept careful records of everything. He 
even had an organized group of wise men who gave him 


. The wisest of these men was Ahithophel, and another wise advisor was Hushai. David was certainly a talented and capable administrator. He realized that a leader cannot do everything himself. He needs good 



, and he needs to lead them according to a clear plan.

7. When David’s kingdom was settled and organized, he stopped to think if there were any important things that he had not done. He remembered the days when he had been close friends 
with Jonathan, when they had each promised to take care of the other’s 


. Now that Jonathan was dead, David wanted to know if there were any surviving members of his family. He investigated, and found out that Jonathan had one living son, named Mephibosheth. 
When Jonathan died, Mephibosheth was 


 years old. When the news of Jonathan’s death came to his house, everyone there prepared to run away, in case the Philistines would come and destroy everyone. Mephibosheth’s nurse was in such a hurry to get away, that she 
picked him up carelessly, and dropped him, breaking his 


. He was crippled for the rest of his life. Now he was living in a village, far away from the king.
8. King David immediately sent men to the village where Mephibosheth was living. They brought 
him to David. Mephibosheth was 



, because he did not know about the close friendship between David and his father, Jonathan. He probably expected that David would want to kill him, because he was the grandson of Saul, David’s enemy. Mephibosheth fell on his face before David, and said, “I am your servant”. David told him not to be afraid. He promised to be kind to him for the sake of Jonathan, to give him all the land of Saul, and to allow him to eat at 
David’s 


 for the rest of his life. Mephibosheth was very humble. He said that 
he did not deserve any of this, because he was only a “dead 


”. David appointed a servant to manage all the property and wealth that now belonged to Mephibosheth, and Mephibosheth lived with David at the king’s house, and ate at his table.
9. When Christians read the story of Mephibosheth, we see a picture of the Gospel. Mephibosheth was crippled by a fall. All of mankind was crippled when Adam and Eve 


 into sin. Mephibosheth was far away, but the king sought him. We were far from God, but Jesus, the King of kings, came to seek sinners. Mephibosheth was unable to help 
himself. We were not able to 


 ourselves. Mephibosheth was saved, not because of anything he did, but because of what Jonathan did. We were saved, not because of what we did, but because of what Jesus did. Mephibosheth was brought to the king’s house and ate at the king’s table for the rest of his life. We will be brought to the King’s house in 




, and we will eat at His table forever!
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 102 - “The International Incident”.
