Lesson 11 worksheet - Israel: Joseph Interprets Dreams
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. Joseph was the 11th son of Jacob, and the first son of Jacob’s favorite wife, Rachel. Joseph was Jacob’s favorite son, which made the other brothers hate him. Rachel had one more son, Benjamin, but she died when he was born. 
2. In the last lesson, we learned how Joseph told his brothers about his dreams, which seemed to predict that they would someday bow down to him. They hated him so much that they sold him as a slave into Egypt, and deceived their father into thinking Joseph was dead. As a slave in Egypt, Joseph worked hard for his master until he was falsely accused and sent to prison.
3. Joseph was a helpful worker in the prison. Eventually he was put in charge of all the business of the prison, even though he was a prisoner. His job was to take care of the other prisoners.
4. Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, had a chief butler дворецкий and a chief baker. These two officials did something to offend him, so he put them into prison. Joseph was in charge of taking care of them. (Gen. 40)
5. The butler and the baker each had a strange dream on the same night. In the morning, when Joseph came to serve them, he asked them why they were so sad. They told him about their dreams, and wished they could find out what they meant. Joseph was very interested in dreams. His ancestors Abraham and Isaac, and his father, Jacob had heard from God in dreams. Joseph himself had some strange dreams. He knew that only God can tell if a dream means anything.
6. The butler dreamed about three branches of grapes. He pressed the juice from the grapes into Pharaoh’s cup and gave it to Pharaoh. God helped Joseph to understand the meaning of the dream. The butler would be released from prison in three days and would work for Pharaoh as he did before. Joseph asked the butler to tell Pharaoh about him, so that he might be released from prison, too.
7. The baker dreamed about three baskets on his head. The top basket was full of bread, and birds came and ate the bread from the basket. With God’s help, Joseph knew what the dream meant. The baker would be executed in three days, and the birds would devour his body. 

8. Three days later, the butler was called from prison to serve Pharaoh again. The baker was put to death. His body was hung for the birds to eat. Joseph had correctly interpreted the dreams, but the butler forgot to say anything to Pharaoh to help get Joseph out of prison.
9. Two years later, while Joseph was still a prisoner, Pharaoh had two strange dreams in one night. (Gen. 41) In the first dream, seven fat cows came out of the river. Then seven thin cows came from the river and ate the seven fat cows. In the second dream, seven big ears of corn grew up on one stalk. Then seven little ears of corn grew up and ate the big ears.
10. Pharaoh was greatly troubled by the dreams and wanted to know what they meant. He called all his wise men, but nobody could interpret the dreams. The butler told Pharaoh about a young Hebrew man in the prison who could interpret dreams. Pharaoh called for Joseph to come out of prison, and told him about the dreams.

11. Joseph told Pharaoh that God was showing him the future. There would be seven years of good harvest and plenty of food, followed by seven years of famine. Joseph suggested that Pharaoh find a wise man to supervise the food in Egypt. He could collect 20 percent of the food every year for seven years and put it into storage, so there would be plenty of food for the seven years of famine.
12. Pharaoh though this was a great idea. He decided that nobody was as wise as Joseph, who had the Spirit of God in him. He made Joseph the second ruler over all the land of Egypt. For seven years the earth brought forth abundantly. Joseph collected great amounts of food into big storehouses. When the years of famine came, Joseph sold food to the hungry people.
13. The famine was not just in Egypt. People in other countries also ran out of food. When they heard about the supplies of food in Egypt, they came from all the neighboring countries to buy food. Everyone who wanted food had to come to Joseph and ask him to sell it to them.

14. In the promised land of Canaan, Jacob and his 11 sons were running out of food. Jacob heard that there was food for sale in Egypt. He told his sons to go to Egypt to buy food. He only sent 10 of them, because the youngest son, Benjamin, was very special to him. He did not want to lose Benjamin as he had lost Joseph. 
15. Jacob’s 10 sons started out for Egypt to buy food, not knowing that they would have to buy it from their brother Joseph. They had sold him into slavery, but now he was a powerful ruler, with more authority than anyone in Egypt, except for Pharaoh himself. He had the power to decide if they would live or die.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 12 - “Joseph’s Brothers Come to Egypt”.
