Lesson 12 worksheet - Israel: Joseph’s Brothers Come to Egypt 
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. Joseph’s brothers sold him as a slave into Egypt. He was there for many years. A false accusation caused him to spend many years in prison. Even though he had many unfair troubles, God was with him. God blessed his responsibility and hard work. Even as a prisoner, he was put in charge of taking care of all the other prisoners.
2. God helped Joseph interpret the meaning of dreams. He was brought out of prison to interpret the meaning of Pharaoh’s strange dreams. God showed Joseph that seven years of plentiful harvests would be followed by seven years of famine. Pharaoh put Joseph in charge of collecting food and storing it for the coming famine. Joseph became the second most powerful ruler in all of Egypt.
3. When the famine came, Egypt had plenty of food. People from other countries came to buy food from Joseph. His 10 brothers who sold him into slavery came to Egypt to buy food. Joseph had the power to decide if they would live or die.
4. Joseph’s brothers waited in line to buy food. (Gen. 42) When they came into the throne room of the governor, they did not recognize that this powerful Egyptian ruler was their brother. He was almost 40 years old. He was dressed in fine Egyptian clothing, and he spoke the Egyptian language. They bowed down before him, just as Joseph’s dreams had foretold many years before.
5. Joseph recognized his brothers, and he could tell that they did not know who he was. He spoke roughly and asked them many questions about their family and their father. They told him that there were 12 sons. Ten were Egypt, one (Joseph) was missing, and one (Benjamin) was at home with his father in Canaan.

6. Joseph acted like he was angry. He told the brothers that he thought they were spies. He said that he would not believe them unless one of them went back to Canaan and brought back the youngest brother to prove their story was true. He put them in prison for three days. Then he said they could buy food and go back home, but one of them would have to stay in prison until they came back with the youngest brother.

7. The brothers said to one another that these troubles were coming upon them because of the evil things they had done to Joseph. They did not know that Joseph could understand what they were saying, because he spoke to them in Egyptian through an interpreter. Joseph could see that they felt guilty about what they had done to him. He heard Reuben say, “I told you not to sin against the child, but you would not listen to me!” Joseph was overcome with emotion. He turned away from them and wept. Then he put Simeon into prison, and sent the rest of them home with plenty of food.
8. Joseph told his servants to fill their sacks with grain. He also told them to put the money they had paid for the food into the sacks. When the brothers were on the way home, they opened their sacks and found that all their money had been returned to them. They were very afraid that the strange governor of Egypt would punish them for this strange mistake.
9. After a while, the food was gone. (Gen. 43) Jacob told them to go buy some more. Judah said that they could not go back unless they brought Benjamin with them. Jacob had already lost Joseph and Simeon. He did not want to lose Benjamin, the son of Rachel, his favorite wife. He was very upset, but he knew they would all die of hunger unless they went back to Egypt to buy food. He allowed Benjamin to go with them. He told his sons to give the governor a gift of honey, nuts, spices, and other special things. He gave them double money and told them to pay for the food they brought home on their first trip to Egypt.

10. The brothers went back to Joseph. When he saw them, he said to his guards, “Take these men to my house!” The brothers were very afraid. They thought he was going to punish them because of the money. When they came to Joseph’s house, they quickly tried to explain to his servant that there was a mistake with the money from their first visit. They showed him that they had brought double money. The servant told them not to worry. He said he had their money from the first visit. He said that God must have put the money into their sacks. He brought Simeon to them from prison.
11. When Joseph came home, the brothers bowed down before him and gave him the special gifts from their father. Joseph asked about their father. They said he was alive and healthy. He asked if the young man was their brother. When he saw his dear brother Benjamin, the only other son of his mother Rachel, he blessed him. Then he had to leave the room to weep. He came back and served them a meal. He amazed them by putting them around the table in order of their ages. He gave Benjamin five times as much food as he gave anybody else! They had a pleasant meal together.
12. Joseph told his servant to fill their sacks with as much food as they could carry. (Gen. 44) He also told him to put every man’s money into his sack. Then he told him to put his silver cup into Benjamin’s sack. In the morning, the brothers left Egypt to go home. Joseph sent his servant to catch up with them on the road. He told them, “We were good to you. Why did you steal the governor’s silver cup?” They told him, “We did not steal anything! Search our things. If any of us has the cup, let him die and we will all be your slaves.” The cup was found in Benjamin’s sack.
13. In great sorrow, the brothers came back and bowed before Joseph. He told them to go home, and he would keep Benjamin as a slave. Judah told Joseph that his father would die if Benjamin did not come home. Joseph told all the Egyptian guards to leave the room. (Gen. 45)  He began to weep loudly. He said, “I am Joseph your brother!” They were very troubled and afraid, but Joseph hugged and kissed them all. He forgave them for selling him into slavery. He said that although they meant it for evil, God used it for good, so that Joseph could help many people to be saved from starvation. He told them to go get their father and bring the whole family to live in Egypt.

Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 13 - “How Joseph was Like Jesus”.
