Lesson 13 worksheet - Israel: How Joseph was Like Jesus
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. The life of Joseph is a wonderful and dramatic Bible story. We can summarize his story like this: parents, pit, purchased, Potiphar, purity, prison, prophecies, Pharaoh, palace. He was called the “dreamer”. God showed him the meaning of dreams that helped him to see the future. This incredible true story shows us that God is in control even when bad things happen to His people.

2. There seems to be a remarkable number of similarities between the life of Joseph and the life of Jesus Christ. We often say that the Old Testament stories give us illustrations of New Testament truth. The Bible compares Jesus to Jonah (Mt. 12:40), Moses (Heb. 3:1-3), Melchizedek (Heb. 5:9-10), manna (Jn. 6:32-33), the temple (Jn. 2:19), the sacrificial lamb (Jn. 1:29), and many others. We need to be careful not to go to extremes in these comparisons. The Bible does not plainly say that Joseph’s life should be compared to Jesus, but careful Bible students will notice many things about Joseph that remind us of Jesus. Some say that there are as many as 130 similarities.
3. Joseph was the beloved son of his father. God the Father said of Jesus, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” (Mt. 3:17) Joseph’s birth was a miracle. His mother had not been able to have children, but God made it possible. The birth of Jesus was a miracle. His mother was a virgin, but God made it possible. (Lk. 1:34-35) Joseph took care of his father’s sheep. Jesus is called the Good Shepherd, and He takes care of His Father’s sheep. (Jn. 10:27-30)

4. Joseph was hated by his brethren who made plans to kill him. Jesus was hated by his “brethren” - the Jews - who made plans to kill him. (Mt. 26:3-4) Joseph was rebuked by his brethren because he predicted that he would someday have power over them. Jesus was rebuked by his people because he predicted that He would someday have power over them. (Mt. 27:39-43)

5. Ten of Jacob’s 12 sons were jealous of the other two sons, because they thought the two were favorites of the father. Ten of Jesus’ 12 apostles were jealous of the other two, because they thought the two wanted to be favorites of Jesus. (Mt. 20:20-24) Joseph was sold by his own brothers for twenty pieces of silver. Jesus was sold by one of his own disciples for thirty pieces of silver. (Mt. 26:14-15) When Joseph was sold, his special garment was taken away from him. When Jesus was crucified, His special garment was taken from him. (Jn. 19:23-24) Reuben looked for Joseph in the pit, but he was gone. The disciples looked for Jesus in the pit (the grave), but He was gone! (Mt. 28:1-6)
6. Both Joseph and Jesus went to Egypt when they were young. (Mt. 2:14) Joseph was tempted by Potiphar’s wife, but he did not sin. Jesus was tempted by the devil, but He did not sin. (Mt. 4:1-11) Joseph was falsely accused by Potiphar’s wife. Jesus was falsely accused by the Jewish leaders. (Mt. 26:59-60) 

7. When Joseph was arrested on false accusations and sent to prison, he met two prisoners. He told one prisoner that he would soon be set free, and told the other that he would soon die. When Jesus was arrested on false accusations and sent to be crucified, He met two prisoners. He told one prisoner that he would soon be set free (in paradise). The other one would soon die in his sins. (Lk. 23:32-43)

8. Joseph told the butler that he would be raised up from prison and restored to his position of power after three days. Jesus was raised up from the dead and restored to his position of power after three days. (Mt. 12:40) Joseph was forgotten and forsaken in prison, but he was eventually released. Jesus was forsaken on the cross, but He was eventually released from death’s prison. (Mt 27:46) Joseph was released from prison to go to the palace and become the second most powerful ruler. Jesus was released from death to go to Heaven and sit at the right hand of the Father. (Heb. 8:1)
9. Joseph was 30 years old when he began the important work of his life. Jesus was 30 years old when He began the important work of His life. (Lk. 3:21-23) Joseph and Jesus were both filled with the Spirit of God. (Lk. 4:1) People came to Joseph and he gave them food. People came to Jesus, and He gave them food. (John 6:11) Joseph saved people from all over the world. Jesus saves people from all over the world. (1Jn. 2:2)
10. Joseph had a Gentile bride. Jesus has a Gentile “bride” - His church, the Bride of Christ. (Eph. 5:25) Joseph’s brothers did not recognize that the great ruler was their little brother. Jesus’ people did not recognize that this humble carpenter was their great ruler. (Jn. 1:10-11) Joseph’s brothers bowed down before him. Someday everyone will bow down before Jesus. (Rom. 14:11) Joseph forgave the ones who did evil to him. Jesus forgave the ones who crucified Him. (Lk. 23:34) Joseph was a lowly servant who was lifted up to great power and honor. Jesus was a lowly servant on Earth, but He is lifted up to great power and honor. (Phil. 2:7-11)
11. God allowed Joseph to suffer many terrible trials, so that he could save many people. God allowed Jesus to suffer many terrible trials, so that he could save many people. (Heb. 12:22) Because Joseph was faithful and obedient, his family came to him and became a great nation. Because Jesus was faithful and obedient, the people who come to Him become a great nation. (1Pet. 2:9-10)
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 14 - “Jacob’s Family Settles in Egypt”.
