Lesson 14 worksheet - Israel: Jacob’s Family Settles in Egypt 
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. Joseph’s brothers sold him into slavery in Egypt. After many years of difficult troubles, Joseph became the second most powerful ruler in Egypt. His brothers came to buy food from him, not recognizing that this ruler was their brother. Joseph eventually revealed himself to them, and forgave them for all the evil things they had done to him. (Gen. 45)
2. God had showed Joseph that there would still be five more years of famine. Joseph told his brothers to go home and get their father and all their families and bring them to Egypt, so Joseph could feed them all. He gave them lots of food, and many special Egyptian gifts. He gave them several wagons to use to bring their families back to Egypt.

3. When Jacob’s sons returned from Egypt, they had startling news to tell him. “Joseph is alive, and he is the governor of Egypt!” Jacob did not believe this incredible story after so many years of thinking that Joseph was dead. When he saw all the Egyptian wagons that Joseph had sent, he began to believe that it might really be true. He agreed to go to Egypt to see his long lost son before he died.
4. God told Jacob not to be afraid to go to Egypt. (Gen. 46) He said that the family would become a great nation there, just as He had promised Abraham and Isaac. God promised to go to Egypt with them, and He promised to bring them back out of Egypt. Jacob took his sons, their families, and all their possessions from Canaan to Egypt.
5. Jacob had a large family of children and grandchildren, but you could not say that there were enough of them to be called a “great nation”. If you count all his sons, his daughter, and his grandchildren (not counting the son’s wives), there were 66 people with Jacob. (Gen. 46:26) When you also count Jacob himself, Joseph, and Joseph’s two sons, there were 70 of them in Egypt. (Gen. 46:26) The New Testament seems to make a mistake when it says that Joseph sent for Jacob and his kindred - 75 people. (Acts 7:14) This is no mistake. The “kindred” would include the 66 people with Jacob plus the wives of his 11 brothers. Two of his brothers had lost their wives, (Gen. 38:12, 46:10) so 66 + 9 = 75. Never believe anyone who says there are contradictions in the Bible.
6. As Jacob’s family came to Egypt, Joseph came out on a chariot to meet them. He found them in a region of Egypt called the land of Goshen. The Bible says that when Joseph met his father, “he fell on his neck, and wept on his neck a good while”. What a happy reunion this was!
7. Joseph told the family to stay in the land of Goshen, because it was the best part of Egypt. He took his father, and some of his brothers, and introduced them to Pharaoh. (Gen. 47) Jacob was 130 years old when he came to Egypt. He blessed Pharaoh, and Pharaoh gave them permission to live in the land of Goshen.

8. The famine continued for 5 more years. Joseph had plenty of food to sell to the people. Joseph collected the money and gave it to Pharaoh’s treasury. The people bought food from Joseph until all their money was gone. Then they traded their cattle for food, until Pharaoh owned all the cattle in Egypt. Then the people traded their land for food, until Pharaoh owned all the land in Egypt. Then they sold themselves for food, until all the people of Egypt were Pharaoh’s servants. All their lives were saved, and Pharaoh was blessed abundantly because he listened to Joseph and believed what God said.
9. Jacob lived 17 more years after he came to Egypt. He called Joseph to his bedside as he was dying, and made him promise not to bury him in Egypt. He wanted to be buried in the Promised Land with Abraham and Isaac. He blessed Joseph’s two sons, but he said that the younger son, Ephraim, would be father of a greater people than the older son, Manasseh. This was a true prophecy, because Ephraim became one of the greatest tribes of Israel. Jacob said that Joseph would have an extra portion of the inheritance, more than his brothers. This was also a true prophecy, because Joseph’s family eventually developed into two of Israel’s tribes. 
10. Jacob called all the sons to his bedside. (Gen. 49) He told them many things about themselves and about the future. The most important of these prophecies were about Judah. Jacob said that Judah was the “Lion”. The prophecy said that Judah would be the King, the Lawgiver, Who would gather the people unto Himself. The prophecy talks about a young donkey, and clothes that are washed with the blood of grapes. This must have been confusing to them at the time, but when we look at the whole Bible, we can understand how these prophecies foretold the coming of King David, and most importantly, the “Son of David” - Jesus Christ. 
11. When Jacob finished giving these prophecies, he died. Joseph and his brothers took Jacob’s body to Canaan and buried it next to Abraham and Isaac. (Gen. 50) When their father was gone, Joseph’s brothers were afraid that Joseph might punish them for the evil things they had done unto him. Joseph assured them that he had forgiven them, and they did not need to fear him.

12. Joseph died at the age of 110. The book of Genesis ends by saying that he was put into a coffin in Egypt. It is remarkable to compare the first four words of Genesis with the last four words. The book begins by saying, “In the beginning God”. What a wonderful way to start! Then sin came into the world and spoiled everything wonderful that God had planned. The book ends with the four words, “a coffin in Egypt”. Sin brings death and destruction. How wonderful that God made a great plan of Salvation to save people from sin and give them everlasting life!
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 15 - “Egypt Forgets About Joseph”.
