Lesson 15 worksheet - Israel: Egypt Forgets About Joseph
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. Because of a famine, Jacob’s family moved from the Promised Land of Canaan to live in Egypt. God approved of this move. He told Jacob not to be afraid to go down to Egypt. God promised to go to Egypt with them, and to bring them back from Egypt. Jacobs’s family settled in the best part of Egypt, called the land of Goshen. They became known as the children of Israel (another name for Jacob).
2. How long did Israel stay in Egypt? God had prophesied to Abraham that his descendants would be strangers and servants in a land that was not theirs, and would be afflicted for 400 years. (Gen. 15:13) When they left Egypt, the Bible says that their sojourning (temporary stay) lasted 430 years, ending on the day they left Egypt. (Ex. 12:40-41) If you carefully add up the ages of the different people who lived in those days, it seems clear that they were in Egypt for 215 years! 
3. Without getting into too many confusing details, we should understand that the nation’s sojourning is counted from the time Abraham first came to the Promised Land. His descendants left Egypt 430 years later. The time of affliction is counted from the time Isaac was mocked as a child by Ishmael, the son of an Egyptian woman. His descendants left Egypt 400 years later, which was the end of Egyptian affliction. Jacob came to live in Egypt 215 years after Abraham started to sojourn in a land that was not his. 215 years later, Israel left a land that was not theirs.
4. During these many years of living in Egypt, the children of Israel multiplied greatly. (Ex. 1) Jacob and his descendants were 70 people when they arrived in Egypt. After many years, “the land was filled with them”. The new king of Egypt did not remember the history of how Joseph had saved the land from famine and made Pharaoh’s house very rich. This new king noticed that there were more Israelites in the land than Egyptians. He was worried that they might take over, or that they might join the enemies of Egypt in case of war.
5. The king made the Israelites work like slaves. He put them to work building treasure cities for himself. He thought he would keep them under control, but the more he afflicted them, the more they multiplied and became a greater people. The king decided to start killing their children. He told the midwives to let their girl babies live, but to kill all their boy babies. The midwives feared God and did not obey Pharaoh. The Israelites continued to greatly multiply. Finally, Pharaoh made a law that all Israelite baby boys must be thrown into the river!

6. An Israelite woman had a baby boy. (Ex. 2) When she saw how beautiful he was, she could not throw him into the river. She hid him for three months, but then she could not hide him any more. She made a little basket for him, and covered it with pitch so it would float in the water. She put it in the water, at the edge of the river, where Pharaoh’s daughter came to wash herself. The baby’s older sister watched the basket to see what would happen.
7. Pharaoh’s daughter came down to the river to wash. She noticed the floating basket, and had her servants bring it to her. When she saw the beautiful baby, she knew he was one of the Israelite children, but she decided to keep him for herself. The baby’s sister came to Pharaoh’s daughter and offered to find a Hebrew woman to take care of the child. Of course, she found the baby’s own mother! Pharaoh’s daughter told the mother to take care of the baby. The mother received money for this work.
8. When the boy grew older, he went to live in Pharaoh’s house. Pharaoh’s daughter named him Moses, which means “taken out”, because she took him out of the river. Someday this boy would take the children of Israel out of Egypt. Moses was treated as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. He received the best Egyptian education. (Acts 7:22) This handsome, talented, young man was “mighty in words and in deeds”. He was being trained to be an important ruler in Egypt. He could have had the treasures of Egypt and the pleasures of sin. (Heb. 11:24-26)
9. As Moses grew, he learned that he was a Hebrew. He saw how his people were afflicted and in bondage. He could have enjoyed the riches and privileges of his Egyptian position, but he decided to spend time among the Israelite slaves. He knew that his people were the “people of God” (Heb. 11:25) When he was 40 years old, he visited them and saw how much they were suffering.
10. Moses saw one of the Egyptian supervisors beating a Hebrew worker. He could not stand to see this oppression, so he killed the Egyptian and buried the body in the sand. He was sure that nobody had seen him. The next day, Moses went back to visit his people. This time he saw two Israelites fighting. He tried to stop the one who was beating the other. He told him that brothers should not fight. The man said, “Who made you a prince and a judge over us? Will you kill me, like you killed the Egyptian yesterday?” Moses realized that people knew about his murder of the Egyptian.
11. When Pharaoh found out about the murder, he wanted Moses to be executed. Moses ran away from Egypt and went to hide in the land of Midian, somewhere in Arabia. He came to a well and met seven sisters who were drawing water. Moses chased away some shepherds who were bothering them. The girls told their father about this helpful “Egyptian”, and he invited Moses to stay with him. The father, named Reuel or Jethro, was the priest of Midian. Moses eventually married Zipporah, one of the seven daughters. They had two sons. Moses took care of Reuel’s sheep for forty years. 
12. Back in Egypt, the children of Israel continued to suffer in slavery. They prayed for God to deliver them. God saw their affliction. He heard their prayers. He remembered his promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God was going to bring His people out of Egypt and back to the Promised Land.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 16 - “The Burning Bush”.
