Lesson 18 worksheet - Israel: The Passover
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. Moses went to Pharaoh with a message from God: “Let my people go.” Pharaoh did not agree to let the Israelites leave Egypt, so God punished the land of Egypt with nine great plagues. (Ex. 7-10) God turned the river to blood. He sent frogs, lice, and flies to cover the land. He sent a disease to kill all the cattle, and boils to torment the people. He sent a hailstorm, and a swarm of locusts that destroyed the crops. God made it completely dark in Egypt for three days. These plagues were very destructive to the Egyptians, but they did not hurt the Israelites.
2. Many of these plagues caused Pharaoh to say he would let the people go, but when the plague was gone, he changed his mind and would not let them go. After the ninth plague, Pharaoh told Moses never to come back. Pharaoh said he would kill Moses if he ever saw him again.
3. God said He would kill every firstborn child and animal in Egypt, and then Pharaoh would let the Israelites go. Exodus 11:10 says “the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart”. Some people say that God was not fair if He made Pharaoh do something and then punished him for it. Did Pharaoh have a free will to choose? Yes, he did. God did not force Pharaoh to disobey His command. Was God in control? Yes, He was. Daniel 4:17 teaches us that God controls the governments of men, and He decides who will be the rulers. God chose to make this man the Pharaoh of Egypt. He knew that this man was stubborn, and would not agree to let the people go. God wanted to show His great power. He wanted to punish Egypt for the way they had treated His chosen people. God knew what Pharaoh would do, but Pharaoh was free to choose.

4. God told the Israelites to prepare to leave Egypt. He told them to ask the Egyptians for valuable gold and jewels. The people of Egypt were so afraid of Israel’s God that they were glad to give their valuables to the Israelites. God told Israel that every home should choose a lamb with no imperfections. On the 14th day of the month, they were to kill the lamb, roast it, and eat it. They were to eat it quickly, and they were to be dressed and ready for travel, with their shoes on. The lamb’s blood had to be sprinkled at the door of each house, on the top and on both sides.

5. On the night when all Israel put the blood on their doors, God came through Egypt and killed every firstborn child and animal. (Ex. 12) When God saw the blood on a door, He passed over that house and did not kill the firstborn. This night was called Pascha, or the Passover. Jewish people have celebrated this event every year since then.
6. Some people say that God was cruel and wrong to kill the firstborn. Many of them were innocent children. We must understand that God never does anything wrong. He created life, and He is the only one Who may decide when to take life. All men must die, because Adam’s sin brought death to all men. (1Cor. 15:22) God is the Judge of all the Earth, and He always does the right thing. (Gen. 18:25)
7. When the Egyptians found that all their firstborn were dead, they rose in the night and cried out for sorrow. Someone had died in every home in Egypt, but the Israelites were safe under the protection of the blood of the lamb. Pharaoh sent a message to Moses and Aaron, telling the Israelites to leave Egypt as God had said. The Israelites took all the gold, silver, and other valuables from the Egyptians, and left the country. There were 600,000 men, which could mean that there were 3 million people or more if we include the women and children.
8. As the Israelites left Egypt, God began to lead them in the form of a pillar of cloud that turned into a pillar of fire at night. When the pillar moved, they followed. When the pillar stopped, they set up their tents and camped. God led them through the wilderness to the shore of the Red Sea. (Ex. 14) They seemed to be trapped between the sea and the wilderness, with no place to go. When Pharaoh knew their position, he decided to attack them. He thought he could easily kill them in revenge for all the bad things that had happened to Egypt. He probably wanted to recover the rich treasures that the Egyptian people had given to the Israelites.
9. Israel saw the Egyptian army coming towards them to attack. There was no place for them to go. They began to cry and complain to Moses, “Why did you bring us here? Will we die in the wilderness? We should have stayed in Egypt!” Moses told them to believe God and watch to see how God would save them. God moved his pillar of cloud between the Egyptian army and the Israelites, so that the army could not get to them. The cloud was dark on the Egyptian side, and bright on the Israelite side. We will continue the story in the next lesson.
10. It is very important to notice how the Passover pictures God’s plan of Salvation in Jesus Christ. The New Testament clearly says that Christ is our Passover. (1Cor. 5:7) The Passover required the death of a lamb. Jesus was called the Lamb of God. (Jn. 1:29) The lamb was to be tested and found perfect, without blemish. Jesus was tempted and found perfect, without sin. (Heb. 4:15) The lamb was to be killed by the Jews. Jesus was killed because the Jews demanded His death. The lamb’s blood was to be placed at the top and sides of the door. The wounds on the head, hands, and feet of Jesus formed a similar bloody pattern. The lamb was to be roasted with fire. Fire is a symbol of God’s wrath. Jesus experienced the wrath of God when he was punished on the cross for our sins. The lamb was to be eaten with bitter herbs. Jesus died with bitter suffering. The lamb was to be eaten with unleavened bread. Leaven is a symbol of sin, and Jesus was the sinless (unleavened) bread of life. The lamb was to be slain in the evening, on the 14th day of the first Jewish month. Jesus was crucified on that very day, in the evening. The Israelites were to take care not to break any of the lamb’s bones. When Jesus died, none of his bones were broken. The blood of the lamb caused God’s punishment of death to pass over the house. The blood of Jesus, applied to our souls by faith, causes God’s punishment of Hell to pass over us. The lamb died so that the firstborn could live. Jesus died so that we could live. The Passover allowed the people to be free from bondage in Egypt. Jesus allows us to be free from the bondage of sin.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 19 - “The Red Sea”.
