Lesson 21 worksheet - Israel: Water From the Rock
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. God showed His mighty power when He brought His people out of Egypt and across the Red Sea. As He led them through the wilderness, He gave them bread to eat every day. This bread appeared on the ground each morning, and the people called it manna.
2. God led the people to a place where there was no water to drink. (Ex. 17) They murmured and complained against Moses, and demanded that he give them water. They became so angry that Moses thought they were going to kill him. Moses asked God for help. God told him to go to a large rock and to strike it with his rod. When Moses hit the rock, water came out of the rock, enough for all the millions of people and their animals.
3. The people had seen God do many miracles, but they still did not trust Him to take care of them. Even though they could see the pillar of cloud every day, and the pillar of fire every night, and the manna from heaven every morning, they asked, “Is the LORD among us, or not?” God does not want us to doubt Him. He is pleased when we believe what He says, and when we trust Him to take care of us. Hebrews 11:6 says, “without faith it is impossible to please Him: for he that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.”
4. Over and over again, we find pictures of Jesus Christ in the story of Israel. He is the promised seed of Abraham. He is the ram that was sacrificed in Isaac’s place, so Isaac could go free. He is the son who needed a bride, so the father sent his servant to find a bride for his son. He is Jacob’s ladder that makes a way for us to go from earth to heaven. Like Joseph, Jesus was hated and sold by His brothers for pieces of silver, and He forgave those who did evil to Him. He is the Passover lamb. He is the tree that makes the bitter waters sweet. He is the bread from heaven. 
5. Now, in this story, we see a rock that gives life-giving water when it is struck. 1Corinthians 10:3-4 says that Moses and Israel ate “the same spiritual meat; and did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ.” Jesus is the one who provided them with water in the wilderness. He is “the Rock”. Jesus was smitten (when He died) so that He could provide us with the living water of eternal life.
6. Jesus said in John 4:14, “whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.” He said in John 7:37, “If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.” In Revelation 22:17, one of the last few verses in the Bible, Jesus says, “let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.” Jesus is the source of eternal life. Believing in Him and receiving His salvation is simple, like taking a drink of water. Without water, we would die. We must take the water if we want to live.
7. After the water problem was solved, Israel had more trouble. They were attacked by a tribe of people called Amalek. These people were descendants of Esau, the twin brother of Jacob who sold his birthright. When the Egyptians had attacked Israel, they did not need to fight. God fought for them. When Amalek attacked, God told the Israelites that they needed to fight for themselves. Moses sent Joshua and the fighting men out to the field of battle to fight with Amalek.

8. Moses stood on a hilltop and watched them fight. He had the rod of God in his hand. When Moses lifted up the rod, the Israelites would win against the Amalekites. When Moses’ arm was tired, and he put his hand down, Israel began to lose. His brother, Aaron, and his brother-in-law, Hur, stood beside him and helped him hold up his hands. We understand that Moses was lifting his rod as he prayed for God to help them win the battle. 

9. The battle continued all day. Finally Moses sat down on a stone, and held the rod in both hands. Aaron stood on one side, and Hur stood on the other side to hold up the hands of Moses until the sun went down. The Israelites won a great victory over Amalek. 
10. We often have troubles and battles in our lives. Sometimes God takes care of them all by Himself. Sometimes He wants us to take care of the problems by ourselves, but we always need His help to have victory. Jesus said, “without me, ye can do nothing.” (Jn. 15:5) A wise man said that we should work as if everything depends upon us, and pray as if everything depends upon God.

11. Jethro, the father in law of Moses, came to meet him in the wilderness. (Ex. 18) He brought Moses’ wife and children to him. Jethro had heard the news of how God had brought Israel out of Egypt, and he believed in the God of Israel. He noticed that Moses was busy all day long acting as a judge for people who came to him with questions and problems. Jethro knew that this hard work was too much for just one man. He advised Moses to appoint supervisors to help him lead the people. Moses could teach them God’s laws, so they could answer all the easy questions. Then Moses would only have to take time to answer the hardest questions. This was a wise plan. Sometimes God leads us by sending wise people into our lives to give us good advice. Moses organized the people as Jethro suggested, and God blessed this system.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 22 - “Fire on the Mountain”.
