Lesson 22 worksheet - Israel: Fire on the Mountain
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. God used many miracles to bring his chosen people, the Israelites, out of Egypt and across the Red Sea. He led them forward with a pillar of cloud and fire. He brought them to a mountain called Sinai, also called Horeb. This was the same place where Moses had seen the burning bush. God had told Moses that the people would serve God on this mountain. (Ex. 19:1-2, 3:1,12) 
2. Modern maps show that Mount Sinai is located on a peninsula between the two northern gulfs of the Red Sea, not far from the modern resort city of Sharm el-Sheikh. There is no historical or Biblical reason to believe that this is the Mt. Sinai of the Bible. There is only one reason this mountain is identified as Sinai. In the fourth century, the Roman emperor Constantine sent his mother, Helena, to the middle east to look for Biblical relics. She was a strange woman, who said she saw visions that helped her to find things. She claimed to identify the location of Mt Sinai. She also said she found the home where Mary was born, the tomb of Jesus, and many other Bible places. Catholic churches were built at each of these places. She also claimed to find the remains of the cross, the crucifixion nails, and ropes which held Jesus to the cross. Bible believers do not accept her visions as having any authority.
3. The evidence of geography and the Bible suggests that Mt. Sinai is actually in modern day Saudi Arabia. Moses was in Midian when he saw the burning bush, which is in Arabia. When Moses came to Mt. Sinai, his father-in-law, Jethro the Midianite, came to meet him. (Ex. 18:1-5) Paul said that Mt. Sinai is in Arabia. (Gal. 4:25)
4. God spoke to Moses from the mountain, and said that He wanted to make a covenant with the people. He promised to bless them and make them His special nation if they would obey Him and follow His commandments. The people answered that they would obey God in everything that He said. (Ex. 19: 3-8)
5. Perhaps the people forgot how sinful they had been. They had doubted God when the Egyptian army had trapped them at the Red Sea. They had complained against God when there was no food or water. They had been proud and stubborn when Moses told them to trust God to take care of them. They had talked about killing Moses and returning to Egypt.

6. The people were too proud to admit how sinful they really were. They thought they were good enough to please God with their good works. They should have told God, “We are unworthy sinners, and we cannot be perfect, no matter how hard we try.”

7. God’s law demands complete obedience. He gave 10 commandments. It is not enough to obey 8 or 9 of them. If somebody disobeys even one of the commandments, they are guilty. (James 2:10) The punishment is death. (Rom. 6:23)
8. God knew that the people would not obey His law. He knew that very soon they would sin against Him. Why did He give them a law if He knew they could not keep it? They were proud and thought that they were good enough to come to God. He needed to show them how sinful they were.

9. God is holy. He never does wrong. His commandments are a reflection of His holiness. They show us what God is like. They give us a way to compare ourselves to Him, so we can see how sinful we are. They are like a mirror, to show us what we are really like. They are like an x-ray, to show what is hidden inside of us. God’s law is supposed to make us realize how hopeless we are. It helps us to stop trusting in ourselves, so that we will turn to God and trust in Him.
10. God told Moses that He was going to speak to him on the mountain. The people would hear God’s voice and know that God had spoken, and not just Moses. They would see how powerful and holy He is. God told Moses to set up barriers around the mountain to keep the people away. Anyone who came to the mountain would be killed. (Ex. 19:9-13)

11. Moses brought the people to the edge of the mountain. God spoke to them. He came with thunder, lightning, smoke, fire, an earthquake, and a loud voice like a trumpet. (Ex. 19:16-19) The people were very afraid. They saw that God is all powerful, a God that hates sin and will punish sinners. They might have remembered how this same holy God destroyed the whole world with a flood, and how He destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah with fire. The same holy God destroyed Egypt with terrible plagues.
12. The people did not want to hear God speak. They told Moses to go up to God and come back to tell them what God said. (Ex. 20:18-21) Moses went up to the mountain to listen to God. He stayed there with God for forty days and forty nights. God gave the law to Moses, written on tables of stone. (Ex.24:12-18)

13. Moses was gone for such a long time that the people thought he would not come back. (Ex. 32) They came to Aaron and asked him to make them a god to lead them. He took their gold earrings and melted them together to make an idol, a golden calf. The people brought offerings to the idol and had an evil festival of idol worship. They made themselves naked and danced wickedly with loud music. It must have looked like a modern rock concert. God was very angry with the people for their sin. He sent Moses down to punish them.
14. Moses destroyed the golden idol. He burned it, ground it to powder, mixed it with water, and made the people drink it! Moses asked the people, “Who is on the Lord’s side?” He commanded them to kill the idol worshippers. About three thousand men died. Moses asked God to forgive the people for their great sin.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 23 - “Ten Commandments”.
