Lesson 28 worksheet - Israel: Aaron and the Priesthood 
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. God told Moses that the people of Israel should build the Tabernacle, a house of worship that was like a tent. It was a place where sacrifices were offered. There were also some other ceremonies that were performed in the Tabernacle. The lamps on the golden candlestick were kept burning continually. Bread was placed on the table of showbread. Incense was burned on the altar in the Holy Place. Blood was sprinkled on the Mercy Seat once a year, on the Day of Atonement. All the sacrifices were offered and the rituals were performed by a chosen group of men called priests.
2. The word “priest” in the Bible means “one who brings a sacrifice to God”. In the days before the flood, every man brought a sacrifice to God for himself, as seen in the example of Cain and Abel. Later, fathers offered sacrifices for their families, as seen in the examples of Noah, Job, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. In Genesis 14, Abraham met a King named Melchizedek, who was “the priest of the most high God”. In the nation of Israel, God said that only one group of men would be the priests for the entire nation. God chose Aaron, the brother of Moses, to be the first High Priest of Israel. (Ex. 28) 

3. Aaron was born in Egypt, three years before his brother Moses. He was a member of the tribe of Levi. Aaron was a good speaker, so he often spoke as a representative of Moses, who was “slow of speech, and of a slow tongue”. He went together with Moses to tell Pharaoh, “Let my people go.” When the Israelites fought their first battle in the wilderness, Aaron helped to hold up the hands of Moses as he prayed all day for victory. At mount Sinai, Moses brought Aaron and the elders of Israel up to see God reveal Himself. When Moses was alone with God on the mountain for 40 days, Aaron foolishly built a golden calf for the people to worship. Still, God chose Aaron to be the High Priest.

4. Aaron’s 4 sons were also chosen to be priests. All the priests of Israel were descendants of Aaron and his sons. Every priest wore special garments: a linen “coat” (like a robe халат), a linen “bonnet” (like a turban тюрбан), linen breeches брюки, and an embroidered girdle (like a belt пояс). 

5. The High Priest wore special garments in addition to these. Over his linen robe, he wore a blue robe. All along the bottom of the blue robe were bells and embroidered figures of pomegranates. As the High Priest moved in the Tabernacle, performing his duties, the sound of the bells could be heard, so the people could tell he was alive even when they could not see him. 
6. Over the blue robe, the High Priest wore an ephod, which was like an apron. The ephod was made of a very special woven fabric with gold, blue, purple, scarlet, and linen. It was fastened with a girdle, made of the same fabric. On the shoulders of the ephod were two onyx stones, set in gold. The names of the 12 tribes of Israel were engraved on the stones, six names on each stone. Golden chains were fastened to these stones.
7. On his chest, over the ephod, the High Priest wore a “breastplate”, made of the same special fabric as the ephod. The breastplate had twelve colorful precious stones attached to the front in gold settings. There were four rows of three stones. Each stone was engraved with the name of one of the tribes of Israel. The breastplate was square, and had a golden ring attached to each corner. The top two rings were fastened to the gold chains from the shoulder. The bottom two rings were tied to strips of blue lace, which fastened the breastplate securely to the ephod. Inside the breastplate were “urim and thummim”, which were somehow used to make judgments.
8. The high priest wore a linen mitre (turban) on his head. On the front of the mitre was a plate of pure gold, fastened with a ribbon of blue lace. On the gold plate was engraved “Holiness to the Lord”.
9. God told Moses to have a special ceremony to set apart the priests for their service to God. (Ex. 29) The priests washed themselves in water. Then the High Priest put on his garments, and he was anointed with oil on his head. Then the other priests put on their garments. Aaron and his sons put their hands on the head of a bullock, which was then sacrificed. The blood was put onto the altar. Then they sacrificed a ram, and burnt it on the altar. Then they sacrificed another ram, and put the blood on the right ears, right thumbs, and right big toes of Aaron and his sons. Part of the meat from this ram was given to the priests to eat. They gave an offering of unleavened bread, cakes, and wafers, and burned them on the altar. 
10. Aaron and his sons performed their duties in the Tabernacle and offered the sacrifices every day. They had to carefully follow God’s instructions. The two older sons of Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, went into the Holy Place to burn incense. (Lev. 10) They were supposed to bring fire from the altar of sacrifice to burn the incense. Instead, they brought some ordinary fire from some other place. Fire from God burned them up, and they died. God warned Aaron and the two younger sons to be very careful to follow all the instructions of the priesthood.
11. Several years later, some of the leading men of Israel thought they should be priests, too. (Num. 16) They gathered to complain against Moses and against God. 250 of them brought censers to burn incense at the tabernacle. Fire came out from God and destroyed them all. Other men had also complained that they should be priests. The earth opened up and swallowed them that day. Other people rebelled against God because of these deaths. God killed 14,700 of them with a plague. More would have died, but Aaron ran out among them and prayed for them. He stood between the living and the dead, and God stopped the plague.
12. After this rebellion, God told each of the 12 tribes of Israel to bring a wooden rod to the tabernacle. (Num. 17) The leader of each tribe wrote the name of his tribe on the rod. God said to write Aaron’s name on the rod of the tribe of Levi. They put the twelve rods in the tabernacle overnight. In the morning, they saw that Aaron’s rod had sprouted buds, blossoms, and almonds. This was a sign that God had chosen Aaron and his sons to be the priests in Israel. The rod that budded was placed into the Ark of the Covenant.
13. The priests of Israel pictured the work of Jesus Christ. He offered Himself as a sacrifice on the cross for our sins. He brought His blood to the Mercy Seat of the Holy of Holies in Heaven. He is our High Priest. (Heb. 4:14) He offered the final perfect sacrifice, so no more are needed. (Heb. 10:12) Believers are in Him, so we are priests, too. (1Pet. 2:9) We do not need a priest to go to God for us. We can go to Him ourselves. (Heb 4:16)
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 29 - “Sacrifices”.
