Lesson 29 worksheet - Israel: Sacrifices
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. In our last lesson, we learned about the priesthood of Israel. In a special ceremony to dedicate Aaron and his sons as priests, they sacrificed three animals and made an offering of a basket of bread, cakes, and wafers. (Ex. 29, Lev. 8) This was the beginning of a system of sacrifices and offerings that Israel would practice for almost 1600 years. 

2. The word “priest” in the Bible means “one who brings a sacrifice to God”, but people were bringing sacrifices to God long before Aaron and his sons were chosen as priests for Israel. God made the first animal sacrifices when He made coats of skins for Adam and Eve. Cain and Abel were taught how to make animal sacrifices, even though Cain did not obey. Noah was told to bring clean and unclean animals on the ark. Since people were not allowed to eat meat before the flood, why was there a difference between clean and unclean animals? Clean animals were approved for sacrifices. Noah sacrificed some of every clean animal when he got out of the ark. (Gen. 8)
3. Job, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob brought sacrifices long before Moses was born. The instructions about sacrifice that God gave to Moses were more detailed than anything He had said before. This system was unique to Israel. God did not require any other nation to offer sacrifices like these. God wanted to use them to teach Israel, and the rest of the world, about the plan of Salvation by grace, through faith in Jesus Christ.

4. The first seven chapters of Leviticus give instructions for the sacrifices. Chapter 1 tells about the burnt offering. This sacrifice was offered every morning, and on other specific occasions, like the dedication of a priest or after purification of uncleanness. It had to be a bullock, or a male sheep or goat, or a dove. All sacrifices had to be unblemished. The one who brought the offering placed his hand on the animal’s head, at the door of the Tabernacle, to show that he was a sinner who deserved to die, as the animal would. He asked God to accept the sacrifice as a substitute for him. The animal was killed, the blood was sprinkled around the altar, the entire body was burned on the altar, and the skin was given to the priest. The priest did not take any blood into the tabernacle. There was no symbol of approach to God. The burnt offering pictures the wrath of our holy God who hates and punishes sin. The fire in the altar was kept burning continually. It never went out - a symbol of Hell.
5. Leviticus 2 tells us about the meat offering. Actually, it was an offering of grain, but the word “meat” can be used to mean any kind of food. We could call it a “meal offering”, since it was a bloodless sacrifice of flour, baked cakes or wafers, or it could be fried. It had to be offered with oil, frankincense, and salt. It was a freewill offering that could be given at any time. The one who brought the offering took out a handful, which the priest burned on the altar. The rest of the offering was given to the priest. This and other offerings were used to provide for the physical needs of the priests. It has always been God’s plan for His people to support His work and His servants with their offerings.
6. Leviticus 3 describes the peace offering, which was given whenever someone wanted to thank the Lord. It was only required once a year, on the day of Pentecost. It could be a male or female of the cattle, sheep, or goats. The one who gave it placed his hand on the animal’s head. The blood was sprinkled around the altar. The priest removed the internal fat, the kidneys, and the caul (a membrane on the liver), and burned them on the altar. If a sheep was offered, the fat part by the tail was also burned on the altar. Some sheep in the Middle East have very large tails filled with fat. The breast meat was given to the priest as a wave offering. The shoulder was given to him as a heave offering. The rest of the animal was given back to the one who gave it. This was another way that God’s work was supported.
7. Leviticus 4 gives instructions for the sin offering, which was offered when people sinned in ignorance of the law. If the offering was for a priest, or for the nation as a whole, it was a young bullock. The priests, or the 12 leaders of the tribes of Israel, placed their hands on the bullock’s head. The priest brought the blood into the holy place of the tabernacle and sprinkled it before the vail 7 times with his finger. He applied the blood to the horns of the altar of incense. The rest of the blood was poured into the bottom of the altar of sacrifice. The internal fat, kidneys, and caul were burned on the altar. The rest of the bullock was taken outside the camp and burned. 

8. The sin offering pictures Salvation. The priest took the blood and approached the presence of God. There is a special significance to the way the bullock was burned outside the camp, in the place where the ashes from the altar were disposed. If you understand chemistry, you know that soap is made from wood ash lye and animal fat. The fat of the burned bullock and the wood ashes combine to form a substance that cleans and purifies. History tells us that the Israelites of that time did not know about soap, even though they were following God’s instructions to make it every day. Leviticus 4:12 says that the place where they disposed ashes was a “clean place”. For over a thousand years they did not know they were making a symbol of the cleansing power of the Blood of Jesus.
9. A sin offering for a ruler was a young male goat. For a common person, it was a young female goat. The blood was not sprinkled in the tabernacle, but applied to the horns of the altar of sacrifice. The internal fat, kidneys, and caul were burned on the altar. The rest of the animal went to the priest.

10. Leviticus 5-7 tell us about trespass offerings, which were much like sin offerings. They were offered for specific sins. The sacrifice was a female lamb or goat. If one could not bring a lamb or goat, he could bring two pigeons or turtledoves instead. One bird would be offered like a sin offering, with the blood sprinkled at the side of the altar. The second bird would be offered as a burnt offering. If one could not bring birds, he could bring a small measure of flour, with no oil or frankincense. The priest burned a handful, and kept the rest. If the trespass was related to a failure to pay tithes and offerings, the offering was a ram, plus a half shekel of silver. If the trespass caused the person to owe anything to anybody, he was required to pay everything, plus 20% more.
11. Sacrifices teach us that sin demands death, but God will accept an appropriate substitute. (Rom. 6:23, Heb. 9:22) Animal sacrifices could never pay for sin. (Heb. 10:4) We can only come to God and be forgiven if we come the way He tells us to. We do not have to build a tabernacle or bring animal sacrifices. These are pictures of Jesus, Who paid the price for our sins. If we accept His sacrifice as the payment for our sins, He will forgive our sins and accept us into eternal life. (Is. 53:4-6, Jn. 1:29, Rom. 10:9-10, Jn. 3:16)
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 30 - “Holy Days”.
