Lesson 30 worksheet - Israel: Holy Days
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. The law that God gave to Moses contained instructions for the religious and social life of the nation of Israel. God told the people of Israel to build a tabernacle. He established a priesthood to perform the rituals at the tabernacle. He gave detailed instructions about the many different types of sacrifices that the people should give. God also told the people to observe special holidays according to a specific calendar schedule.
2. Leviticus chapter 23 tells us about these holy days. They are called “feasts” or “sabbaths” or “holy convocations”. The first and most basic holiday was observed every week, on the seventh day of the week (Saturday). This was called the Sabbath day, which means “the day of rest”. On the Sabbath day, people were not allowed to work or travel. They were not allowed to light fires on the Sabbath, so they always made sure to light some candles before the Sabbath started. We consider a new day to begin at midnight, or at sunrise, but the Jews start a new day at sunset, so the Sabbath began at sunset on Friday evening.
3. The seventh day of the week always reminds us of the seventh day of creation, when God rested after creating the heaven and the earth. He did not rest because He was weary; He rested because His work was finished. God told the Israelites to finish their work in six days and rest on the seventh. As a picture of Jesus, the Sabbath is a powerful representation of the finished work of Christ on the cross. He did all the work that was necessary to save us. We are forbidden to try to save ourselves by works. The Sabbath day was a shadow, or picture, of the coming Christ. Believers today are not required to keep the Sabbath, or any of the other Old Testament holy days. (Col. 2:13-17, Eph. 2:8-9)
4. Besides the weekly Sabbath day, God told the Israelites to observe seven holidays every year. The Jewish religious calendar began in the spring. Every year, on the 14th day of the first month, they kept the Passover. This was a memorial of the day God led them out of their bondage in Egypt. It was the day when they killed a lamb and put the blood on the door posts of their homes. The death angel went through Egypt that night and killed the firstborn in every house, but if he saw the blood on the doorpost, he would “pass over” that house and not kill the firstborn. Every year Israel remembered the Passover with a special meal and a time of remembering their deliverance from Egypt. It is a remarkable fact that Jesus died on this very day. For almost 1600 years, the Jews had been picturing the crucifixion of Jesus Christ on the very day when He would die. 
5. On the day after the Passover, from the 15th day to the 21st day of the first month, God told the Israelites to observe the feast of unleavened bread. They had to search their houses and put out every bit of leaven. Since leaven is a Bible symbol of sin, this feast is a symbol of how Jesus would take away all of or sins by His finished work on the cross.
6. On the day after the first Sabbath day during the feast of unleavened bread, God told Israel to observe the feast of the first fruits. This was always on the first day of the week (Sunday). On this day, they were required to bring a sample of the first fruits of the barley harvest as an offering. This is a very special picture of the resurrection of Jesus on the first day of the week, after He died on the Passover. Jesus will someday bring all dead believers back to life, but He rose first. He is called the “first fruits of them that sleep”. (1Cor 15:20)
7. Fifty days after the feast of first fruits, God told the people to observe the feast of weeks. This is also called the feast of Pentecost. It was the beginning of the wheat harvest, which is the main harvest of the year. The people brought the first fruits of the wheat harvest as an offering. This day is a symbol of the great day of Pentecost, 50 days after Jesus died, when the Holy Spirit gave great power to the church. 3000 people were saved that day. It was the beginning of the great harvest of souls that will continue until Jesus comes back.
8. The first four feasts of Israel are pictures of events that have already happened. The other three annual holy days of Israel are pictures of things that are going to happen in the future.

9. In the fall, on the first day of the seventh month, was the feast of trumpets. The people were told to blow trumpets throughout the land on that day. It was a time for them to pray and think seriously about their life and their relationship to God. This feast reminds us that someday a trumpet will sound to announce the return of Jesus Christ. (1Thess. 4:14-18, Rev. 4:1) Some Bible students believe that Jesus will return during the feast of trumpets, but Jesus told us that nobody knows when He will come. We should live every day expecting that He might return today.
10. The 10th day of the seventh month was the Day of Atonement. This was the most serious day of the year. It was a day for serious thought, prayer, and “affliction of soul”. The high priest went into the Holy of Holies in the Tabernacle on this day to sprinkle the blood of the sacrifice on the mercy seat. This day reminds us of the great Day of Judgment that is coming. (Rev. 20:11-15)
11. On the 15th day of the seventh month, Israel observed the feast of Tabernacles, also called the feast of booths. This holiday was a joyful time that lasted for 7 days. It was the time when the harvest was all gathered in. The people made little temporary shelters to live in for a few days, to remind them that they had lived in tents for 40 years. It is a picture of the future time when we will live with Jesus. We wandered the earth in temporary homes for a while, but then we will be in our eternal home. The harvest of souls will all be gathered in.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 31 - “Laws for Society”.
