Lesson 32 worksheet - Israel: Laws for Society - part 2
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. The law that God gave to Israel is usually called the Law of Moses, because God gave it to Moses on Mount Sinai. It is recorded for us in the Bible so that we may study it and learn about God’s holy standard of right and wrong. Although this law was specifically intended for the nation of Israel, any nation would benefit from its principles of justice and fairness.
2. The law regulated religious ceremonies, but it also had much to say about the everyday life of the people. In the last lesson, we saw that the law recognized private property, and had many rules to protect it. Anyone who caused loss or damage to someone else’s property was responsible to pay for it. When the loss was caused by accident, both people shared the cost. If it was caused by carelessness, the careless person had to pay all of the cost. A thief was required to pay back much more than what he stole.
3. The law had other protections for property. If anyone found a lost animal, he was required to return it to the owner. (Ex. 23:4) In America, we have a proverb about lost things; “finders keepers, losers weepers”. This is a bad rule that goes against God’s standard for right and wrong. It is interesting to notice that God’s law said to return the lost property of your enemy. It is obvious that you would return the lost property of your friend. Jesus said that love fulfills the law. If you were to treat everybody like you loved them, you would not do the things that the law prohibits. The law required a person to treat everybody fairly and equally.
4. Deuteronomy 22:1-3 explains that the same principle applies to any lost property, not just animals. If the owner of the lost property was not known, the finder was required to keep the property safe until the owner could be found. The law said that a person must not “hide himself”, or pretend not to notice lost property. If he saw it, he immediately became responsible to take care of it and try to get it back to the owner. The law teaches a great respect for property. The law teaches individual responsibility. A finder of lost property was not allowed to say, “I don’t want to get involved - let someone else take care of it.” It is not surprising that a society with this kind of respect and responsibility became a prosperous one.
5. Leviticus 19:11 says, “Ye shall not steal, neither deal falsely, neither lie one to another.” Dishonest business dealings are a form of stealing. God requires His people to be honest in all areas of life, personal and professional. Solomon observed that people often try to lie about the value of the things they buy and sell. “It is naught, it is naught, saith the buyer: but when he is gone his way, then he boasteth.” (Pro. 20:14) A buyer says that there is something wrong with the merchandise, but he knows that it is not true. When he gets a low price, he brags to his friends about his shrewd shopping skills. It is wise to bargain for the lowest cost, but always be honest.
6. Deuteronomy 25:13-16 required businessmen to use honest units of weight and measure. They were forbidden to have “divers weights” in their bag or in their house (weights of different sizes marked as the same weight). Merchandise was weighed on balances in the marketplace. Dishonest merchants would carry a large set of weights so that they could get more when they were buying, and a small set of weights so they could give less when they were selling. 
7. The famous American artist Norman Rockwell once painted a scene from a butcher shop. A sweet looking elderly lady is standing next to the scale, buying a turkey. She and the butcher are both smiling as if they are enjoying a friendly conversation. The butcher, on the other side of the scale, has put his thumb on the scale. He knows that the lady cannot see what he is doing. He is pushing down to make the turkey look heavier, so it will cost more. At the same time, the lady has put her finger on the bottom side of the scale, so the butcher cannot see what she is doing. She is pushing up to make the turkey look lighter, so it will cost less. Each person smiles as they try to deceive and cheat one another. Both are dishonest thieves.
8. In Kiev, Ukraine, certain meat merchants in the market were caught with dishonest scales. When the government inspectors came to check the scales, they worked properly, but the vendors had secretly attached a string to the bottom plate of the scale. When they sold meat, they stepped on a pedal under the table that pulled the string and increased the apparent weight of the meat. In America, a man once joked, “I know a butcher in Boston who has a thumb that weighs two pounds!” These are examples of the dishonest use of weights and measures that God forbids.
9. A society that does not have honest measurements cannot prosper. If people can’t be sure they are getting a full liter of milk, or a kilogram of sugar, or a meter of fabric for their money, the economy will not function. It is interesting that the symbol of justice itself is a scale, which represents fair and impartial treatment for everyone. God said that honest weights and measures would help to ensure that His people would continue to live safely in their own land. He said that those who violate this principle are an abomination to Him, which means He especially hates this sin.
10. Another form of dishonesty in measurement has to do with land. God gave each tribe and each family a portion in the Promised Land. Boundaries between a man’s land and the land of his neighbors were clearly marked, usually with large stone landmarks. If a dishonest person wanted to get more land, he would secretly move the landmark to increase his own portion. This was strictly forbidden in the law. (Deut. 19:14) Moving a landmark was one of the 13 offenses listed in Deuteronomy 27 that would bring special curses from God upon their nation.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 33 - “Laws for Society - part 3”.
