Lesson 34 worksheet - Israel: Laws for Society - part 4
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. God’s law for the nation of Israel is known as the Law of Moses, but this was not a system of law created by Moses. God gave this law to him on Mount Sinai. It was not intended to govern every nation on earth; God gave it specially to the unique nation of Israel. We ought to study it, even if we are not Jewish, because it tells us so much about our Holy God’s standards of right and wrong.
2. In the previous three lessons, we found that the Law has much to say about the protection of private property. The Bible is very clear that property is owned by individuals who worked to earn it. It does not teach that property is owned collectively by a society. God’s law teaches us to respect the property of others and to take care of our own property. Ultimately, all property belongs to God, so He has a right to tell us what to do with it.
3. The law also provides protection for life, which is far more valuable than property. Just as property protection was briefly summarized in the 8th commandment, “Thou shalt not steal”, protection for life is summarized in the 6th commandment, “Thou shalt not kill”.
4. The word for “kill” means “murder”, or the unjust taking of a human life. What exactly is human life? We learn from Genesis 2:7 that “the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground”. This “form” of dust was a physical human body, but it had no life until God “breathed into his nostrils the breath of life”. This was more than just physical life, for the verse concludes by saying, “and man became a living soul”. Human life is partly physical and partly spiritual.
5. Sometimes people ask, “Does a man have a soul?” The correct answer is no! Man must not be considered to be a body that has a soul. Man IS a soul that HAS a body. The human soul continues to exist forever, even after the body is dead. Jesus said that people are able to “kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul”. (Mt. 10:28) The Law of Moses provides protection for the physical life of the human body. God gave that life, and only God has the right to decide when and how it will be taken away.
6. Physical life is carried throughout the body by blood. Leviticus 17:11 says, “the life of the flesh is in the blood”. Murder is also known as “bloodshed”. The first time any man ever took the life of another was when Cain killed his brother Abel in Genesis chapter 4. God told Cain, “the voice of thy brother’s blood crieth unto me from the ground”. There is something about murder that puts a curse on the land. God said that because the earth had “opened her mouth to receive thy brother’s blood from thy hand”, a curse would make the land unfruitful to him.
7. After the flood, God gave Noah a rule about murder. “Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood be shed”. (Gen 9:6) Since all people alive today are descended from Noah, this law applies to all nations. Since God gave man authority to shed blood in punishment for bloodshed, capital punishment is not murder. God not only allows capital punishment, He requires it.
8. The Law of Moses repeats what God told Noah. “He that smiteth a man, so that he die, shall be surely put to death.” (Ex. 21:12) The next verse explains that there is a difference between murder and accidental death. Deuteronomy 19:5 gives the example of a man chopping wood, and his ax head flies off the handle, accidentally killing another man. Numbers chapter 35 gives further instructions about cases of murder. If a man killed someone, it was the duty of an executioner, called the “revenger of blood”, to find and kill the murderer. 
9. What if the death was an accident? God told Israel to establish six cities of refuge. Priests and Levites, who lived in these cities, were trained in the Law of God. The killer could run from the revenger to one of these cities, and he would be given a fair trial. The officials would examine the evidence of the case and determine if the killer had intentionally planned to kill, or if the death was just an accident. At least two witnesses had to testify to establish guilt. If it was murder, the killer was put to death. If not, the killer was allowed to live, but he was not allowed to leave the city of refuge. If he was ever found outside the city of refuge, he could be put to death by the revenger. The Law says that accidental killers could go free from the city of refuge when the high priest died. (Num. 35, Deut. 19)
10. Numbers 35 talks about the curse that bloodshed brings upon the land. Blood defiles and pollutes the land. “The land cannot be cleansed of the blood that is shed therein, but by the blood of him that shed it.” (vs. 33) A land that does not execute murderers is cursed by God. Godly people rejoice when a murderer is put to death. “When it goeth well with the righteous, the city rejoiceth: and when the wicked perish, there is shouting.” (Pro. 11:10)
11. Murder is one of the 13 offenses listed in Deuteronomy chapter 27 that would bring special curses from God upon their nation. Another one of the 13 is taking a reward to kill an innocent person. The law provides special protection for the most innocent people of all, unborn children. Ex. 23:7 says to not kill the innocent. Ex 21:22-23 says that if a man hurts a woman, and causes her to prematurely deliver her unborn child, he is a murderer if the child dies. Abortion is murder. Life begins at conception. Anyone who would take money to kill an unborn baby is cursed by God.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 35 - “Laws for Society - part 5”.
