Lesson 35 worksheet - Israel: Laws for Society - part 5
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. The Old Testament Law could be called the “Constitution” of the Jewish nation. It provided instruction for the religious rituals of Israel, but it was also a complete set of laws for everyday secular life. We studied how the law recognized and protected private property, beginning with the commandment, “Thou shalt not steal”. The law put a high value on human life, starting with the commandment “Thou shalt not kill”. The law required the death penalty for the crime of murder.
2. Next, we will look at what the law says about family life. Two of the Ten Commandments deal with the family. “Honour thy father and thy mother” speaks about the parent-child relationship. “Thou shalt not commit adultery” relates to the marriage relationship.
3. The family is the first and most important of the three institutions that God Himself started. The other two institutions are human government (Gen. 9:6, Rom. 13:1-6) and the New Testament Church. (Mt 16:18) God established the first family in the Garden of Eden on the sixth day of creation. (Gen. 2) Adam was created first, but it was not good for the man to be alone. God brought Adam every kind of animal, and Adam gave names to all of them, but it was obvious that none of the animals were appropriate companions for lonely Adam.
4. God put Adam to sleep, took out one of his ribs, and made the perfect companion for Adam. God made a woman for him. The only appropriate family partner for a man is a woman. God established the first family with one man and one woman. This is God’s pattern for all families. One man and one woman unite together for a lifetime. Men may not marry men. Women may not marry women. A man may not have more than one wife. A woman may not have more than one husband. People may not marry animals. God does not want married people to divorce.
5. God made woman to be a helper for man. She is not his slave, but her purpose in life is to help her husband. The man needs her help, and he is not complete without her. After Eve sinned, God said that her husband would rule over her. The man is not better than the woman. Often the wife is a better person than her husband, but God says the husband has authority in the home.
6. The commandment against adultery means that physical contact is only allowed within a marriage relationship, not before marriage and not outside of marriage. The Jewish law said that if unmarried people had sexual relations, the man was required to pay 50 silver shekels to the girl’s father. Then he was required to marry her, unless the father did not approve. They would never be allowed to divorce. (Ex. 22:16-17, Deut. 22:28-29) These penalties and responsibilities discouraged young men from immoral behavior.
7. If a man had physical relations with an unmarried woman who was already promised to marry someone else, they were both put to death. If he forced her, he would be put to death, but she would not. (Deut. 22:23-27) If a man had am immoral relationship with a married woman, they were both put to death. (Deut. 22:22)
8. God wanted marriages to be successful. When a couple first married, the man was free from the responsibility of military service for one full year. He was also free from any business responsibilities for a year. He was to devote himself to “cheer up” his wife, so they could have a good start for a lifetime of happy marriage. (Deut. 24:5)

9. When Israel went to war, they often took some captives of the enemy’s women and children. Sometimes an Israelite man would be attracted to a captive woman and wanted to marry her. God preferred that his people would marry of their own people, so he made a rule to discourage marriage to the foreign captives. The law said that the captive woman had to shave her head, cut her fingernails, and change her clothes. She would mourn for the loss of her parents for one month. She would live in the house of the one who wanted to marry her, but he was not allowed to touch her. After one month of seeing her in this unattractive condition, he could change his mind about marrying her, and she would go free.
10. The Law had rules for divorce. A man was not allowed to send his wife away without giving her a bill of divorcement. We must not think that God approved of divorce. In those days, it was a common practice for a man to simply throw his wife out of the home when he was not happy with her. The Jewish law made it more difficult for a man to cast out his wife. He was required to get a written document, which was a legal process that took some time and money. During this time, angry couples could “cool down” and reconcile. The divorce document released the woman from the authority and control of her husband. (Deut 24:1-4)

11. The divorce law made it illegal for the man to marry the woman again if she married someone else. This was a deterrent to divorce, since the husband could not send his wife away and expect he could easily get her back again later. Jesus said these divorce laws were given because of the hardness of their hearts. They were going to divorce even though God did not approve, so he gave them rules to discourage it. God never wants married people to divorce. (Mk. 10:2-12)
12. Many men in the Bible had multiple wives. Abraham, Jacob, David, and Solomon are examples. None of these men had a happy family life. The law says that if a married man takes another wife, he must continue to provide for the first wife. (Ex. 21:10) He may not give a double inheritance to the son of the new wife if the first wife’s son is the firstborn. (Deut. 21:15-17) Again, we should understand that these rules do not mean that God approves of polygamy. God’s plan is for one man to marry one woman for a lifetime. These rules discouraged men from taking more than one wife, since they still would have to be responsible for all the obligations of the first wife.
13. Women in Israel were under the authority of the father until they were married. Then they were under the authority of the husband. This is illustrated in the case of a woman who makes a vow to God. If her father (or husband) heard about her vow, he could cancel the vow, and God would not hold the woman responsible. If he heard the vow and did not cancel it, she would be responsible to God to fulfill the vow. (Num. 30:3-16, Eph. 5:22)
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 36 - “Laws for Society - part 6”.
