Lesson 36 worksheet - Israel: Laws for Society - part 6
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. In our last lesson, we learned about many laws in the Old Testament that protected the family. Physical relations before marriage or outside of marriage were punished, in many cases by death. Newly married men were free from military or business responsibilities for one year. There were laws to discourage divorce, and other laws to discourage marriage to foreigners. There were laws to discourage polygamy. The law recognized that an unmarried woman was under the authority of her father, and a married woman was under the authority of her husband.
2. The law was very clear about whom a person was allowed to marry. (Lev. 20:10-21) If a man took another man’s wife, they would both be put to death. A man was not allowed to take his daughter in law, or his mother in law, or his father’s wife, or his sister, or his aunt, or his sister in law, or his servant. A man was not allowed to marry another man. Nobody was allowed to marry an animal. Many of these perverse relations were punished by death.
3. The law protected the family by encouraging people to be properly clothed, even in the home. God does not want people to show their nakedness to others, except in marriage. (Lev. 18:6) He designed the beautiful human body to be very attractive to a marriage partner. Nakedness should be modestly covered so that nobody else can see it. Our clothing should be modest. (1Tim. 2:9) Clothing that does not properly cover the body provides a temptation to adultery. Clothing that is too tight, or that can be seen through, provides the same temptation.
4. The law required that people not look at the nakedness of their father, or mother, or sister, or brother, or grandchild. It was against the law to see the nakedness of aunts, uncles, daughters in law, sisters in law, mothers in law, nieces, nephews, or neighbors. Some people think that letting your family see your nakedness in the home is not a problem. God does not agree. Remember when Noah drank wine after the flood? (Gen. 9:20-27) His son Ham went into his tent and saw him drunken and naked. He told his brothers, Shem and Japheth, but they did not want to see their father’s nakedness. They carried a garment between them and walked backward to cover him without looking at him. Ham’s family was cursed because he was not careful to avoid family nakedness. Shem and Japheth were blessed because they modestly avoided their father’s nakedness.
5. The Bible tells us what nakedness is. When Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden, they tried to cover their nakedness. (Gen. 3:7) They made “aprons” of fig leaves. An apron is a garment that starts at the waist and hangs down the front, covering the loins. God was not pleased with these garments, which did not cover their nakedness. He shed the blood of animals to make them leather “coats” to cover their nakedness. The word for coat means a garment that hangs from the shoulders, has sleeves, and covers the front and the back. Your nakedness begins where your shoulders start, at the base of the neck. Your clothing should cover you from the neck down.

6. When God described the garments of the priests, he said they must wear coats and “breeches” (pants) to cover their nakedness. (Lev. 28:40-42) The breeches covered the loins and the thighs. God says that nakedness includes the thigh. In Isaiah 47:1-3, God compares Babylon to a bad woman who uncovers her nakedness. He says she made bare her leg and uncovered her thigh. If your clothing does not cover you from the neck to the thigh, you are showing your nakedness, and that is forbidden by God’s law. 
7. God’s people modestly cover themselves in public, but the ungodly often do not. When Moses came down from Mount Sinai, he found the people worshipping an idol, and they were naked. (Ex. 32:25) God said that this was shameful. The demon possessed man of Gadara wore no clothes, but when Jesus cast out the devils, he covered himself. (Lk. 8:27,35) Solomon told of a woman who wore the attire of a harlot. History says this was a long dress which had a slit to expose the thigh. (Pro. 7:10)
8. Nakedness is perfectly normal and acceptable in the privacy of a marriage relationship. Adam and Eve were naked and “not ashamed” (Gen. 2:25) Parents should be careful not to let their children see them unclothed in the home. Children should not be allowed to run naked around the house or in public. Common sense tells us that very small children need help with bathing and diaper changing, but they should be taught as early as possible that they should keep themselves covered. We also understand that doctors have to see some nakedness in the performance of their duties, but it should never be more than necessary.
9. Modern society thinks it is acceptable to dress immodestly at the beach or at a swimming pool. Public nakedness is still wrong, even when there is lots of water nearby! Some people say that nakedness is acceptable in a work of art, like a painting, a sculpture, or a drama performance. God’s holy standard of right and wrong does not change. Nakedness is just as wrong in an art gallery or a theater as it is in a pornographic magazine or film.
10. God’s law forbids prostitution and homosexuality. (Lev. 19:29, Deut. 23:17) It was unlawful for men to wear women’s garments, or for women to wear men’s garments. (Deut. 22:5) These practices are abominable to God. They offend His eternal holy standards of right and wrong. God said that the Canaanites did all of these things, and for these sins He decided to completely destroy them. (Lev. 18:26-30) 

11. Even though modern standards of style may change, God does not change. He established the family, and He is against those who would destroy it. God wants men to be masculine leaders, protecting and providing for the family. God wants women to be feminine helpers, taking care of home and family. In the 20th century, women rebelled against God’s family structure. They refused to obey their husbands as God commanded. They began to dress in pants and other masculine and immodest clothing. Godly women ought to reject their example and follow God’s instructions for clothing.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 37 - “Laws for Society - part 7”.
