Lesson 37 worksheet - Israel: Laws for Society - part 7
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. The Old Testament law included many protections for the family. God wants married people (one man and one woman) to stay together in a happy union for a lifetime. He does not approve of separation, desertion, or divorce. Many of the laws that allowed divorce were much more restrictive than the customs of those days. God’s laws discouraged and limited divorce. Jesus made it clear in the New Testament that God did not want married people to divorce. “What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.” (Mk. 10:6-9)
2. To encourage faithfulness in marriage, the law restricted things that might be temptations to adultery. Prostitution and homosexuality were forbidden. Women were not allowed to wear men’s clothing, and men were not allowed to wear women’s clothing. People were never allowed to display their nakedness to anyone except their own spouse. To encourage order and stability in the home, men were recognized to have the authority in their family.

3. The law protected the honor and reputation of the wife. If a man married a woman, and then began to tell others that he suspected she had not been pure before marriage, her parents would bring him to the elders of the city. (Deut. 22:13-21) The parents would provide evidence that the daughter had been a virgin when she married. If the city elders determined that the man had been spreading a false report about the honor of his wife, the man would be beaten, he would have to pay 100 silver shekels to the girl’s father, and he would never be allowed to divorce his wife. This would tend to discourage a man from slandering his wife’s honor. If the elders determined that the girl had in fact been unfaithful before marriage, she was stoned to death at the door of her father’s house. This would tend to discourage promiscuity among the young people.
4. If a man suspected that his wife had been unfaithful to him during their marriage, he was not allowed to simply accuse her without evidence. He could bring her to the priest to perform a ritual that would determine her guilt or innocence with the help of God, Who sees all and knows all. (Num. 5:12-31) The husband paid an offering to the priest. The priest took some holy water, from the brass laver, and mixed it with some dust from the floor of the tabernacle. The priest told the woman that the water would be a curse to her if she was guilty, but would not hurt her if she was innocent. He would write the curse in a book. Then the wife was required to say, “amen, amen”, and drink the dirty water. If she was guilty, she would develop a horrible disease in her thigh and belly. If she was innocent, she would be healthy, and would conceive a child. This fearful ritual encouraged women to be faithful to their husbands, and discouraged men from accusing their wives without good reason.
5. The law required men and women to avoid any improper physical contact. A woman who touched a man inappropriately, even if she was trying to defend her husband, would have her hand cut off. (Deut. 25:11-12) These harsh rules might not be appropriate for our society today, but they help us to understand how serious God is about the sacredness of marriage. He does not even want us to covet (desire in our hearts) another person’s spouse. (Ex. 20:17) It is a wicked sin for a married person to imagine what it would be like to be married to someone else. Modern philosophers call this “fantasy”, but God says it is sin.
6. We have seen many regulations that protect the husband-wife relationship, but the law also has protection for the parent-child relationship. Parents were required to protect the lives of their children. Child sacrifice was a common practice of the false religion of those days. One popular false god was Molech. He was worshipped in the form of a large metal idol, with his arms stretched out in front of him, over a roaring fire of sacrifice. The fire would heat the metal arms until they were red hot. Into these burning arms, the worshippers of Molech would place their children. The law strictly forbids offering children to Molech. (Lev.18:21, 20:1-5) 

7. What kind of people would kill their own children to please a pagan god? Modern society would condemn such a barbaric practice, yet abortion is accepted as normal. People today kill millions of their unborn children because they are “inconvenient”. God hates the shedding of innocent blood. He will surely punish any society that approves of the murder of innocent babies. 
8. God’s law requires children to respect their parents. “Honour thy father and mother” is the first commandment “with promise”. (Eph. 6:2) The promise that goes along with honoring your parents is “that thy days may be long upon the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee”. (Ex. 20:12) Ephesians 6:3 gives the promise this way, “that it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth”. Honoring your parents causes you to live longer.
9. The Bible command to honor parents included taking care of them when they are old. The law did not provide a government pension for the elderly. Children were expected to provide for their aged parents, just as the parents had provided for the children when they were young.

10. There were severe punishments in the law for disrespecting parents. Anyone who hit or cursed his parents was “surely” put to death. (Ex. 21:15,17) If a son was stubborn, rebellious, disobedient, a glutton, and a drunkard, his parents took him to the elders of the city, where he would be put to death. (Deut. 21:18-21) Certainly this would have encouraged young people to treat their parents with respect. Dishonoring parents is one of the 13 specially cursed sins of Deuteronomy chapter 27.
11. Another way that the law protected the family was the requirement to care for poor relatives. (Lev. 25:35-37) The law did not require the government to take care of poor people. The families were responsible to care for their own. An impersonal government that provides for the poor does not influence them to improve themselves. A family knows if a relative is poor through no fault of his own. If he is poor because he is lazy or has bad character, the family that supports him can influence him to do better.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 38 - “Laws for Society - part 8”.
