Lesson 38 worksheet - Israel: Laws for Society - part 8
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. The Old Testament law gives us a direct look at what God thinks about what is right and wrong. His law recognizes and protects the ownership of private property. It protects life, and demands the death penalty for murder. It protects the family, which is defined as a lifelong union of one man and one woman, and their children.
2. The law also provided protection for “person”, or the physical safety of someone’s body. For example, the law required the death penalty for stealing a man and selling him. (Ex. 21:16, Deut. 24:7) We would call this kidnapping and receiving a ransom. Protection for the person included penalties for injuries. If a man struck another man with a rock, or with his fist, so that the injured man could not work for some time, the one who hurt him was required to pay for the cost of his medical treatment until he was healed. He was also required to pay him for the loss of his time, which means he had to pay him the money he would have earned if he had not been injured. (Ex. 21:18-19)
3. Today’s legal system often goes far beyond the reasonable requirements of the Jewish law. It is fair for someone who injures another to pay for the injuries and loss of time, but what about a reward for “pain and suffering”? A person who falls on a slippery floor in a grocery store might reasonably expect the store to pay him for medical care, and for loss of time from work. It is not fair to expect the store to pay millions of dollars more because the person “suffered” mental distress or emotional discomfort.
4. Some modern lawyers expect that a person who injures someone else should have to pay “punitive damages”. This means that he should pay far more than the actual costs of lost time and medical care, in order to “punish” the offender and make him a public example, so that others will be afraid to cause injury. God’s law did not require unequal justice.

5. Another modern legal idea that does not agree with the Bible is the concept of the “hate crime”. This says that if you hurt or kill someone, you will be punished, but if you hurt or kill someone because of hatred or prejudice, then you will be punished more severely. For example, a murderer today may go to jail for 10 years, but if he murders a black man, or a Jew, or a homosexual, the court may decide that his murder was motivated by hate, so he would go to jail for 20 years. God’s law punished sinful actions fairly, regardless of who was injured, or what the offender was thinking when he did wrong. No group of people was more protected than any another.
6. If a person caused a permanent physical injury to another, the law said that the same injury should be done to him. (Lev. 24:19-20) “Eye for eye, tooth for tooth” means that the punishment should be equal to the offense. If a person caused someone to lose an eye or tooth, he would have to lose his eye or tooth, or he would have to pay a penalty that is appropriate to the loss, no more and no less.
7. In the New Testament, Jesus said that it is possible to forgive someone who does you wrong. (Mk. 5:38-39) “It hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also.” The Law of Moses demands revenge and payback. The New Testament law of love recognizes that Jesus paid for all sin when He died on the cross. Since He forgave us, we forgive others, and we trust Him to take care of punishing those who would harm us. A society has a responsibility to punish crime. An individual has an opportunity to forgive.
8. The law required that a man who built a house should put a safety wall around the flat rooftop, so that people would not accidentally fall off the roof. If someone was killed or injured because of this kind of negligence, (not being careful enough) the builder would be punished according to the injury. This principle should be followed by anyone who builds a house, or a car, or makes a product that might hurt someone if not properly designed.
9. The law protected property, life, family, and person. It was a system of justice that rewarded good and punished evil, but the system itself could be abused. Since the law had power to punish, evil people could try to use the law itself unfairly to harm others. There were regulations in the law to ensure fair justice. The most familiar of these is the 9th commandment, “Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour.” (Ex. 20:16) Although we usually understand this commandment to mean, “always tell the truth”, it specifically applies to using lies in the legal system. If we falsely accuse someone, we are using the law to unfairly harm them.
10. Because of the possibility that a witness might be lying, the law required at least two or three witnesses to convict a person of doing wrong. (Deut. 19:15-21) If a person gave false testimony, he would be punished in just the same way the accused person would have been punished.

11. The law gives many examples of unfair justice. Untrue testimony is “bearing false witness” or “raising a false report”. (Ex. 20:16, 23:1) Conspiracy is working together with others to accuse someone falsely. (Ex. 23:1-2) Favoritism is preferring one person over another because they are rich, or because they are poor, or because they are citizens, or because they are foreigners. Any preference is unfair. All people should be equal before the law. (Ex.  23:3,6-7, Lev. 19:15) A fair system of justice always punishes the guilty and lets the innocent go free, no matter who they are. (Deut. 25:1)
12. It was especially important to God that fair justice be given to widows and fatherless children. (Deut. 24:17, 27:19) They are especially vulnerable without a husband or father to protect them. Unfair justice to foreigners, widows, and the fatherless is one of the 13 especially cursed sins in Deuteronomy 27.
13. The law forbids bribery. Nobody in public office should ever accept a gift that would affect his decision in matters of the law. Giving a gift to the judge “blinds the wise, and perverts the words of the righteous”. (Ex. 23:8) Nobody was ever to be punished for another person’s sin. Each person was punished only for his own sin. (Deut. 24:16) Any case that was too complicated for a simple answer was sent to the priests. They could go to God and get an answer from Him, perhaps using the Urim and Thummim of the priestly garments. (Deut. 17:8-13)

Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 39 - “Laws for Society - part 9”.
