Lesson 40 worksheet - Israel: Laws for Society - part 10
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. The Law of Moses gave complete instructions for the religious and civil life of the Israelite society. It established a system of worship based upon animal sacrifices by the priests at the Tabernacle. It protected private property, life, family, and person. It provided for fair justice. It had requirements for humane treatment of others, for example: limits on bond servitude; rules for lending money; protection for foreigners, widows, and the fatherless; help for people in difficulty; prompt payment of wages; and, in general, doing to others as one would want them to do unto him.
2. The law required humane treatment for people with physical handicaps. (Lev. 19:14) Human nature is cruel to those who have disabilities. The law says not to curse the deaf. A hooligan might think it is funny to curse someone who cannot hear him, but it is unkind to take advantage of someone who is not equipped to properly defend themselves. The law says not to put a stumbling block in front of the blind. This may seem like a funny practical joke to play on someone who cannot see, but God takes it personally and seriously. There is no specific penalty stated in the law for abusing these helpless people. It simply says, “thou shalt fear thy God”. God Himself promised to punish those who are unkind to them. Misleading the blind is one of the 13 specially cursed sins of Deuteronomy 27.
3. The law prohibited “talebearing” or gossip. (Lev. 19:16) Only God knows how much damage people have done to others with their tongues. Solomon said, “A talebearer revealeth secrets: but he that is of a faithful spirit concealeth the matter.” (Pro. 11:13) Gossip is idle talk or rumor, when people talk about somebody who is not with them. It is often untrue or distorted, but even if it is true, we should not talk about things that are none of our business. Philippians 4:8 gives us eight rules about what we should think. These rules ought to be applied to how we talk. Ask these eight questions before you say something about somebody. Is it true? Is it honest? Is it just? Is it pure? Is it lovely? Is it a good report? Does it have virtue? Does it have praise? If not, it is better not to say it.
4. Gossip hurts people. An idle word can damage someone’s reputation, or break their heart. Many mothers have taught their children, “If you can’t say something good about somebody, don’t say anything at all”. Pastor Charles Spurgeon of London, England told how a lady came to him wanting help to control her gossiping tongue. He told her to take a feather pillow, cut it open, and scatter the feathers into the wind. After she did this, he told her to go collect every one of the feathers and bring them back. Much surprised, she said that would be impossible! He told her that it was just as impossible to take back all of her harmful words. We should be like the woman of Proverbs 31:26 - “in her tongue is the law of kindness”. Our tongues ought to be controlled by a law, that only kind words should be part of our conversation.
5. The law says not to hate someone in your heart. (Lev. 19:17) Humane treatment of others begins with the condition of the heart. If you have a conflict with someone, this verse says you should go to them and talk it over. Unresolved hatred in the heart makes a person bitter, and that is a sin. If the conflict cannot be resolved, then the Bible requires us to be kind and tenderhearted, and forgive, as God forgave us. (Eph 4:32) The law forbids taking revenge or holding a grudge. (Lev. 19:18) Romans 12:17-21 tells us not to give “evil for evil”, “avenge not yourselves”, “vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord”. Speaking about vengeance, the law says we should love our neighbor as we love ourselves. Jesus said this was the second most important of all the laws, next to loving God.
6. The law required humane treatment even in punishing lawbreakers. If a crime was punished by beating, the sentence was limited to no more than 40 stripes. (Deut. 25:2-3) The apostle Paul was beaten by the Jews five times for preaching the Gospel. Each time, he was given 39 stripes. (2Cor. 11:24) In January 2010, a 13 year old girl in Saudi Arabia was sentenced to be beaten with 90 lashes because she brought her cell phone to school, and resisted her teacher’s efforts to take it away from her. In October 2009, a Saudi court sentenced a man to 1000 lashes for indecent talk on television. According to the Bible, these are inhumane punishments.
7. The law promoted humane treatment for workers. Employers were not allowed to “oppress” their hired servants. (Deut. 24:14) If a master struck his servant, causing him to lose an eye or a tooth, he would have to send the servant free. (Ex. 21:26-27) If a servant ran away from his master, no one was allowed to bring the servant back to the master. Runaway servants were to be given help and shelter. (Deut. 23:15-16)
8. Even in the military, people were treated humanely. If a man had a new wife, or a new house, he was not required to go to war. (Deut. 20:1-9) It was considered very sad for a man to go to battle, wondering if he would die, and some other man would marry his new wife, or live in his new house. The same law said that if a man was afraid, he was not required to go to war. This was a humane rule, and it prevented fearful men from spreading their fear to others in the army. Only volunteers were to serve in Israel’s army.
9. Money lenders had to be humane. They were not allowed to take, for collateral, articles necessary to live and earn a living. A millstone could not be taken for collateral. (Deut. 24:6) A widow’s garment could not be taken for collateral. (Deut. 24:17) Any debt to a Jew was cancelled in the seventh year of Sabbath. Money lenders were to lend to the poor even if the Sabbath year was coming soon. (Deut. 15:1-2, 9-10)
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 41 - “Laws for Society - part 11”.
