Lesson 41 worksheet - Israel: Laws for Society - part 11
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. We have been studying the civil law of the Old Testament by dividing it into different categories. We looked at laws to protect property, life, family, and person. Other laws required fair justice. Some laws promoted humane treatment of others. A final category of laws protected the social and religious culture of the Jewish nation.
2. Culture may be defined as the values, traditions, and goals that are shared by a group of people. It is what makes a nation unique and different from other nations. When a society fails to protect its culture and pass it on to each new generation, that society will cease to exist. Powerful civilizations of the past were built on foundations of culture. The empires of Egypt, Babylon, Persia, Greece, and Rome rose to power when they were united by cultural ideas. When they failed to sustain their culture, they were not able to maintain their civilizations.
3. It is popular to say that one culture is just as good as another culture, but this is not true. History gives us many examples of cultures that were very evil. The Mayan culture of South America developed art, architecture, writing, mathematics, and astronomy, but they practiced human sacrifice on a large scale. Carthage was a powerful commercial and military society, but their culture required children to be sacrificed by fire. The culture of Nazi Germany was technologically advanced, but morally bankrupt. 
4. Some cultures are peaceful, but many cultures are a threat to others. A society must protect its culture, or it will disappear. This does not mean that a nation can never adopt good cultural ideas that have proven to work in other places, but if a nation fails to protect the fundamental values that make it unique, it cannot survive. Western Europe today is abandoning its unique traditions, adopting a philosophy of “multiculturalism” that is resulting in drastic cultural changes, including the rise of militant Islamism. If they don’t take bold steps to protect their culture, their way of life will become extinct.
5. God gave Israel many laws that protected their unique culture. The Israelite society was a religious one, ruled by God Himself, instead of a king or a congress. Therefore, the Jewish law restricted the practice of false religions. The death penalty was required for witchcraft, and for offering sacrifices to any other god. (Ex. 22:18, 20) Magic spells and horoscopes were forbidden. It was unlawful to consult with someone who communicates with evil spirits, or with wizards. Such people were to be stoned to death. (Lev. 19:26,31, 20:6,27) Because the Canaanites practiced all of these evil customs, God destroyed their civilizations and drove them out of their land. (Deut. 18:9-14) 
6. False religion was one of the greatest threats to Israelite culture. Their existence as a nation depended on their relationship to their God. Without Him, they had no legitimate reason to continue as a nation. For that reason, there were very strict laws against any other form of worship. The law commanded people to deliver their closest relatives to be executed if they should follow after false gods. If a city turned to the worship of a false god, it was to be destroyed and burnt. (Deut. 13:6-18) Idol worship was one of the 13 specially cursed sins of Deuteronomy chapter 27. With out these legal protections, Israel would have adopted the worship of the Canaanites and their society would have disappeared, absorbed into the culture of their neighbors.
7. The law required respect for authority. Culture is protected by governmental, religious, and civic institutions. Authorities in these institutions deserve to be honored and respected. When people do not respect the leaders in their society, these institutions become weak and they cannot maintain a strong culture. It was against the Law of Moses to curse the ruler of the people. (Ex. 22:28) Elderly people were always to be respected, since they were the ones who carried the culture from the previous generation to the next one. (Lev. 19:32)
8. Prophets were important cultural and religious leaders who delivered God’s messages. They were not appointed by the king or selected by the people; they were called by God. Some men falsely claimed to be God’s prophets. The law told how to tell the difference between true prophets and false ones. A true prophet gives God’s word, which can never fail to be true. If a prophet predicted anything that did not come true, he was a false prophet. He was to be executed. (Deut. 18:20-22, 13:1-5) The law gave a wonderful prophecy about a Prophet that would come, which was Jesus Christ. (Deut. 18:18-19)
9. If respect for authority was important, then respect for God was even more important. The third commandment prohibited using the name of God lightly. Speaking of God without proper reverence is called blasphemy. Leviticus 24 gives the example of a man who blasphemed and was put to death.
10. Cultural laws applied to everyday life. Hair styles were regulated. Tattoos and scar decorations were against the law. (Lev. 19:27-28) Seed of different types were not to be sown in the same field. Work animals of different kinds were not to be yoked together. Fabric was not to be woven of mixed fibers. Clothing was always to be made with fringes on the hem, to remind people of God’s commandments. (Deut. 22:9-12) Small details of everyday life are important to God.
11. The Jews have not always done everything God told them to do, but they have protected their culture for thousands of years. Everywhere in the world you can find groups of Jews who hold on to their traditions. They teach the Hebrew language and customs to their children. No other ethnic group has ever been able to survive as a distinct culture for thousands of years without a homeland. God’s law has made it possible for them to survive and to be reborn as a nation. Bible prophecy tells us that Israel will someday be the center of a world empire, when Jesus Christ will rule in Jerusalem for 1000 years. (Rev. 20:4, Zech. 14:8-20)
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 42 - “Laws for Society - part 12”.
