Lesson 42 worksheet - Israel: Laws for Society - part 12
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. The Jewish Law of the Old Testament gives us an extensive look at what God thinks about how human behavior ought to be controlled. The Bible does not suggest that all nations ought to be governed by this law, but everyone can benefit by studying what God required of His chosen people, the Israelites. They were the only nation in history to be governed by God Himself. His law is perfect and holy.
2. We have studied how the law protected property, life, family, and person; and how it promoted fair justice and humane conduct. In the previous lesson, we began to see how the law protected Israel’s unique social and religious culture. There were severe restrictions on false religion. Respect for authority was required. Minor details of everyday life were regulated, including hair styles, fabrics, and agriculture.
3. We learned about the regulations for prophets, which were an important group of cultural and religious leaders. They were called of God, not chosen by men. When they claimed to speak God’s word, they were required to be 100% accurate. A true prophet would never proclaim a lie, and a false prophet could never be right all the time. False prophets were executed.

4. The cultural life of Israel centered around the priestly sacrifices at the tabernacle. Israelites were required to bring offerings that were used as sacrifices and to supply the needs of the priests. The best 10%, or tithe, of the first fruits of every harvest was given to God. The law required the people to give this offering without delay. (Ex. 22:29-30) This is a good example of how God’s work should be supported directly by the tithes and offerings of God’s people. Baptists believe that it is not just to require citizens to pay taxes to support a state religion. The law also required prompt payment of a vow, which is a special promise to give something to God. The law did not require anyone to take a vow, but all vows had to be paid. (Num. 30:2, Deut. 23:21-23)
5. The law required the death penalty for many different offences. Usually the condemned person was executed by stoning. A group of citizens would gather around him and throw stones at him until he was killed. The law said that if a person was executed by hanging him upon a tree, his body had to be taken down and buried that same day. A person who was hanged on a tree was considered to be specially cursed by God. (Deut. 21:22-23) When Jesus took all our sins upon Himself, He died by hanging upon a tree (the cross). He died in a way that demonstrated how He took the curse of our sins upon Himself. As the law required, His body was taken down and buried before the sun went down that day.
6. Since the priests, like the prophets, were a special group of cultural and religious leaders, there were special rules for them which did not apply to other Israelites. (Lev. 21:1-24, 22:1-16) They were not allowed to be near a dead body, unless it was a very close family member. They were not allowed to use traditional signs of mourning for the dead, such as shaving their heads or cutting themselves. Priests were only allowed to marry women of blameless reputation. The family members of priests were specially punished for shameful behavior.
7. A priest had to be a man of purity in his public and personal life. He could not have any physical imperfection or blemish, although those of the priestly family who could not serve as priests because of a physical flaw could still eat of the offerings that the people brought. The offerings were eaten only by the priests and those of their household. A priest could not serve whenever he was unclean because of an illness, or because he had made contact with dead things, unclean things, or unclean people. 
8. God gave Israel prophets and priests to lead them. From time to time, he would give them judges as temporary leaders in times of national trouble. He did not intend for them to have a king. He wanted to be their king. He did however, foresee a future time when Israel would reject God’s leadership and demand a human king. The law gives some regulations for a king of Israel. (Deut. 17:14-20) He must be chosen by God, not by men. He must not be a foreigner. He must not collect great numbers of horses, great numbers of wives, or great amounts of silver and gold. He must not lead the people to go back to Egypt. He must write a copy of God’s law for himself, and read it and obey it every day. He must not have a proud heart. As we shall see in future lessons, the kings of Israel often did not follow these rules.
9. The law was intended to be the foundation for Israel’s culture. It was to guide every part of the public and private life of the Jewish people. They were all expected to study it and to know it. God commanded that the law should be engraved upon large stone monuments and placed in public places. (Deut. 27:1-8)

10. The dietary regulations of the law were a part of Israel’s unique culture. Jews were not allowed to eat of any animal that died by itself or was killed by another animal. (Ex. 22:31, Lev. 17:15-16, Deut. 14:21) Jews were not allowed to eat blood. (Lev. 17:10-14) When they killed an animal for food or for sacrifice, they made sure to drain out the blood. The dietary laws seem very detailed, but they may be summarized in a few simple rules. (Lev. 11, Deut. 14) Jews may eat land animals that chew a cud and have a divided hoof. They may eat fish that have fins and scales. They may eat birds, except for the ones that are listed as “unclean”. They may not eat any “creeping things”, except for locusts and grasshoppers. 

11. Jews may not eat the meat of a young goat that is boiled in the milk of its own mother. (Deut. 14:21) History tells us that the Egyptians had a religious ritual in which they boiled a goat in its mother’s milk and sprinkled the broth as a magical charm on their gardens and fields. God’s simple rule to avoid this pagan ritual has been expanded by Jewish rabbis into a ridiculous set of regulations. Modern Jews will not eat any dish that combines any kind of meat with any kind of milk. Meat and milk must be prepared in separate vessels, sometimes in separate kitchens. Devout Jews do not eat cheeseburgers. We must be careful not to add our own rules to the simple truths of the Bible.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 43 - “Agriculture and Health”.
