Lesson 43 worksheet - Israel: Agriculture and Health
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. The Law of God, given to Moses on Mount Sinai, provided a framework for the society of the nation of Israel. It gave an example to the rest of the world of the rule of law. When a society is ruled by men, it will eventually become a totalitarian society where the people are not free. Even the best of men are sinful men, and no man can be trusted to have unrestricted power over other people. The rule of law means that the law is the highest authority, and even the rulers must obey it. For the rule of law to be successful, the law must be written. It must be read and understood by all the people. God told his people that everyone must read the law, memorize it, put it in public places, write it upon the walls of their houses, talk about it, and teach it to their children. (Deut. 6:6-9)
2. History gives us several examples of nations who practiced the rule of law. The “Law of the Medes and Persians” could not be changed, even by the king. He had to obey it just like everyone else. Plato and Aristotle taught that the law should govern, and the government should be servant to the law. Ancient Chinese and Islamic philosophers taught that no one should be above the law. In the 13th century, King John of England signed the Magna Carta, which put legal limits on his power. The American Revolution was based upon the idea that the law should be king. The American Constitution is the highest authority in the government of the United States, and it puts strict limits on the powers of the leaders.
3. When God gave His law to Israel, they were living in a temporary camp in the wilderness. They would not enter their promised land for another 40 years. They were fed every day by manna from Heaven, and they led their flocks and herds about the wilderness like nomads. кочевники They were not able to plant crops and develop their agriculture. The law gave them rules for agriculture that they would follow when they came into their land. 
4. God told them not to eat the fruit of the trees in the Promised Land for the first three years. (Lev. 19:23-25) Scientists have found that fruit trees develop better when the blossoms are removed for the first few years, so that the tree does not bear fruit. The law said that the fruit of the fourth year should be given to God as an offering of praise to the Lord. Starting with the fifth year, the tree owner could eat and enjoy the fruit. 
5. Although God’s law established some cities, He wanted His people to live in a primarily agricultural society. As we study the history of Israel, we will find that their happiest times were described as the years when they “dwelt safely, every man under his vine and under his fig tree”. (1Ki. 4:25) Living on a farm is hard work, but it is very satisfying to support yourself and enjoy the fruits of your labor in freedom. It is interesting to notice that the saved Gentiles will enjoy eternity in a heavenly city, (Rev. 21) but believing Jews look forward to eternity on Earth, where they will enjoy peace, each under his own vine and fig tree. (Mic. 4:4, Zech. 3:10)
6. God taught Israel that the land must “rest” every seventh year. (Ex. 23:10-11, Lev. 25) The law said that crops were to be planted and harvested as usual for six years, but the seventh year was a Sabbath year, and nothing could be planted or harvested. Crops that came up by themselves were left in the field, and could be gathered by the poor, by travelers, or eaten by animals. God promised to bless the harvest of the sixth year so that there would be enough until the next harvest.
7. After seven Sabbath years, (49 years) there was another special Sabbath year. The 50th year was the Jubilee year of rest for the land. No crops were planted or harvested, and God promised to bless them with enough food to eat until the next year’s harvest. (Lev. 25:20-22)
8. The law of Israel provided for the poor, but they were required to work. Farmers were required to leave some of their crops in the field when they harvested. The poor were allowed to go into the fields and gather the leftover food for themselves. This gathering was called “gleaning”. Farmers left the corners of their fields unharvested for the poor. (Lev. 19:10-11, 23:22) If a harvester forgot to pick up a sheaf of grain in the field, he was not allowed to go back and get it. It was left for the poor. (Deut. 24:18-21) When they shook the olive trees to harvest the olives, they were only allowed to shake it once. The olives that did not fall were left for the poor. When they picked their grapes, they had to leave some on the vine for the poor. God blessed them for their generosity to the poor.
9. Nobody in Israel ever had to go hungry. Anyone was allowed to go into a vineyard and eat as much as he wanted, as long as he did not collect some to take with him. A person could collect grain in any field with his hands, but he was not allowed to cut it with a sickle. In other words, the owner of a field had to be generous enough to allow any hungry person to take enough for one meal. (Deut. 23:24-25) Farmers were even required to be generous with their animals. When they used oxen to walk on the grain to thresh it, измолачивать they had to allow the oxen to eat some of it as they worked. Farmers could not put a muzzle on the ox. (Deut. 25:4)
10. Science had not yet discovered the principles of genetics, but God’s law told the Israelites not to plant different kinds of seeds in the same field. He told them not to breed their cattle with different kinds of cattle. Modern research has proven the wisdom of these agricultural rules.

11. The law also contained rules about sanitation and health. When millions of people lived in a camp of tents in the wilderness, they would have soon died of disease if there had been no system of hygiene. гигиена Human waste was always buried outside the camp. (Deut. 23:12-14) 

12. The law gave many instructions about the things that make a person “unclean”. (Lev. 12:1-8, 15:1-33) Long before science discovered that disease is caused by germs, the law said that diseased persons were unclean. They were separated from healthy people. They were washed and their clothing and bedding were washed. People who touched unclean people were unclean. They were also separated from others and washed with water. Touching a dead body made a person unclean.
13. The worst disease in those days was leprosy. It was a terrible infection that destroyed a person’s flesh. It could also infect the walls of a building. The law gave detailed rules for the diagnosis of leprosy, and how to keep it from spreading to other people. (Leviticus chapters 13 and 14) Today we recognize that quarantine, washing, shaving, burning of infected clothing, scraping and replastering walls, and pulling down infected houses are all appropriate methods to fight bacterial disease.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 44 - “Blessings and Curses”.
