Lesson 44 worksheet - Israel: Blessings and Curses
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. God met with Moses on Mount Sinai and gave the law to him. This law was the guiding document for the society of the nation of Israel. It gave complete instructions for their religious and secular life. As with any legal system, there were benefits for obedience, and penalties for disobedience. Many of the crimes mentioned in the law carried specific penalties, but an important section of the law talks about the blessings and curses that would come on the nation according to how they obeyed the law as a whole.
2. Of course, God wanted His people to obey His law. He knew that they would be happy and prosperous if they would live according to the righteous instructions He had given to them. In Deuteronomy chapter 28, He gave them many specific promises of blessings that they would enjoy if they would follow His rules. To enjoy these blessings, they had to listen diligently to what God commanded, and they had to do what He told them to do.
3. The first promise of blessing for obedience was “that the LORD thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth”. God wanted His people to be the greatest nation in the world! He wanted the other nations of the world to respect them, to fear them, and to look to them for leadership. We could say that God wanted Israel to be a world superpower.
4. God promised Israel that obedience to His law would bring them blessings in the city, and blessings in the field. This was a promise of prosperity. Cities are centers of commerce and industry. Prosperous cities are a sign of a successful economy, in which people have jobs and wealth. Prosperous fields are a sign of thriving agriculture, which provides plentiful food for everyone. God wanted His people to enjoy the blessings of prosperity.
5. Another promised blessing for obedience was fruitfulness. God said He would bless “the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep”. This means that Israelites would have large families with many children and grandchildren. They would have bountiful harvests of grain, fruits, and vegetables. Their animals would be fruitful to produce many offspring.

6. God said He would bless their “basket” and their “store”. This indicates a plentiful variety of food products in their market places. Many of our older people can remember hard times when there was very little food available in the shops. In better times, there is an unbelievable selection of foods available from all over the world.
7. If God’s people would obey His law, He promised to bless them when they would “come in” and when they would “go out”. These are words that describe the quality of their political and military leadership. We know from Daniel chapter 4 that God is in charge of the kingdoms of men, and He controls who is set up as leaders of the nations. When God wants to bless a nation, He gives them wise leaders. God often punishes nations by giving them foolish leaders.
8. God promised to give His people military victories when they were obedient. He said that when enemies rose up against them, He would fight for them. He said that enemies would come against them one way, but would run away from them “seven ways” in defeat and confusion. Every nation has a duty to defend itself against aggressors that would attack it. The best “national defense plan” is to obey God’s word.
9. God promised to bless their storehouses, which means they would have a plentiful surplus of stored goods. There would be more than enough for the present, and enough to save for the future. He said He would bless “all they set their hand unto”. In other words, He would give a successful finish to all the things they started to do. He said he would bless them “in the land”. This means He would give them national security and stability.
10. God said that all the people of the world would know that they were His people, and therefore, “they shall be afraid of thee”. If other nations respect and fear you, there will be peace and quiet in your land. When Israel disobeyed God, they were not respected or feared by the nations of the world, and they became a hated and hunted people.
11. God told His people that obedience would open the treasures of Heaven to them, including the rain at the right times to bring prosperity. We would be wise to remember that God controls the weather. We are not so clever that we could survive without His blessing.
12. God promised He would “bless all the work of thine hand”, if they would obey His law. This means He would make their labor productive. Have you ever worked hard on something, and nothing good resulted from it? God’s blessing makes our efforts profitable.

13. “Thou shalt lend unto many nations, and thou shalt not borrow.” God wanted his people to have a financial surplus. A nation that always has a deficit is a debtor nation. God promised to give His obedient people enough to lend to others.
14. “The LORD shall make thee the head, and not the tail; and thou shalt be above only, and thou shalt not be beneath; if that thou hearken unto the commandments of the LORD thy God.” This is a promise of international leadership for Israel. God wanted them to be the greatest nation in the world. He wanted them to be number one. How sad that they did not always obey His law. Instead of enjoying all of these specific blessings, they brought curses upon themselves because they would not obey. We will learn more about the curses in the next lesson.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 45 - “Curses for Disobedience”.
