Lesson 45 worksheet - Israel: Curses for Disobedience
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. When God gave His law to Israel, He did not tell them, “Here is my law. You can take or leave it. I really don’t care if you obey it or not.” God very seriously intended for Israel to obey His law. He made it clear to them that obedience would bring amazing blessings of happiness and prosperity. He promised to give them success economically, politically, militarily, agriculturally, and in many other ways. He promised to make them the most powerful and respected nation in the world if they would follow His commandments. The best promise of all is Leviticus 26:12, “I will walk among you, and will be your God, and ye shall be my people”. A relationship of fellowship with Him is better than any other blessing.
2. Such wonderful promises for obedience were balanced by a number of warnings of terrible consequences for disobedience. If Israel refused to obey God’s law, they would not just lose the blessings, they would be punished by several specific curses. It is important to notice as we study these blessings and curses that God is in control of all these areas of life. God plays an active role in the rise and fall of nations. He determines who succeeds and who fails. He controls the weather and the harvest.
3. We will see that there are many more curses for disobedience than there are blessings for obedience. Leviticus 26 lists the blessings in 9 verses. That same chapter has 24 verses of curses. Deuteronomy 28 gives 11 verses of blessings for obedience and 52 verses of curses for disobedience. We could say that a few simple blessings can make a person happy, but there are a great number of things that can make someone miserable. If Israel was obedient, they could enjoy a peaceful and prosperous life. If they were not, they could expect a multitude of ways to be unhappy.
4. God said he would curse His disobedient people with poverty. He promised to curse the city, the field, the basket, and the store. As we saw in our previous lesson, this means failure of the commercial and industrial economy, failure of agriculture, not enough food in the markets, and nothing in reserve for future needs. We must be careful not to say that all poor people are poor because of sin. Certainly there are many honest people in the world who are poor. Because of Israel’s special place in God’s plan, poverty came to them when they did not obey Him.

5. God promised to curse them with unfruitfulness. They would not have very many children, and their farm animals would not bring forth healthy offspring. He promised to curse them when they “come in” and when they “go out”. We learned that this speaks of political and military leadership. A nation with foolish and wicked leaders is not happy. Remember that God is in control of who leads the nations. (Dan. 4:17, 25, 32)
6. God told them He would curse their plans with failure. It has been said, “Man proposes, but God disposes”. In other words, men can dream and plan of great accomplishments, but nothing will succeed without God’s help. Their projects would meet with frustration and disappointment, and everything they attempted would suddenly fall apart. Jesus said, “Without Me, ye can do nothing”. (Jn. 15:5)
7. Disease was another curse from God for disobedience. He promised pestilence, consumption, fever, inflammation, extreme burning, blasting, mildew, the botch of Egypt, emerods, the scab, the itch, and other illnesses, many of which were incurable. Some of these diseases were harmful to people, other diseases harmed their animals and crops. Again, we must be careful not to say that all sick people are being punished by God. Sometimes God uses sickness to teach us valuable spiritual lessons. 
8. God said He would stop the rain to punish Israel. This, of course, would lead to dry ground and crop failure. It is frightening to hear the way He says, “thy heaven that is over thy head shall be brass, and the earth that is under thee shall be iron.” He said He would give them “powder and dust” instead of rain. He also promised to send worms and locusts to destroy their crops. In these hard times, God would cause foreigners to prosper in their land while they suffered.

9. God promised that they would suffer military defeats. They would run in confusion from their enemies on the battlefield. They would be taken captive to faraway countries. The dead bodies of their soldiers would be left unburied to be consumed by the birds and beasts. Crops that they had planted would be eaten by their enemies. Houses they had built would be lived in by others. Animals that they had raised would be taken by others. Wives and children would be captured and taken away from them. Wealth they had earned would be taken from them. Their enemies would oppress them and rule over them harshly. These defeats would lead to mental illness, insanity, blindness, and emotional instability among the people. Severe hunger would drive them to cannibalism, so that they would even eat their own children.
10. As captives in a far country, the disobedient and cursed Israelites would be forced to work as servants to false gods. They would be hungry, naked, and thirsty. They would not be respected. They would be slaves in the market place, but nobody would want to buy them.
11. “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” (Heb. 10:31) God loves people and wants them to have a relationship with Him. In His plan, we can come to Him through faith in Jesus Christ, and He will forgive our sins and receive us as His children. If we refuse to receive His gift of salvation, the righteous and holy God will punish us for our sins.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 46 - “12 Spies”.
